
      CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in The Community Room, 1st 

Floor, Concordia Sports Centre, Cramlington, on Thursday 1st November 2018 at 6.45pm.  

Present: Councillors: Cllr J Collins (Chair of the Council), Cllr Flux, Cllr Heard, Cllr W Daley, Cllr L De 

Simone, Cllr Ezhilchelvan and Cllr Murray  

Officers: Bob Baker (Town Clerk), Mr A Harvey (Administration Manager) and Mr J Harvey (Finance 

Manager) 

Also Present: Members of the public: 5 

APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received by Cllr Foley, Cllr N Dunbar, Cllr C Dunbar, Cllr M Swinburn and Cllr 

Mitcheson. 

CO 044/18 CHAIRMAN’S  ANNOUNCEMENTS ,  
There were no chairman’s announcements. 

CO 045/18 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 6th September 2018 were agreed and signed as a 

true record. 

CO 046/18 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

There were no disclosures of interests. 

 

CO 047/18 ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY PRESENTATION  

Helen Williamson, Alzheimer’s Society gave a presentation on the steps Cramlington Town Council  

can take to make Cramlington a dementia friendly town. 

It was agreed a meeting would be arranged to discuss how the Council can progress the 

recommendations made. 

 

CO 048/18 HALF YEARLY FINIANCIAL REPORT 

The Financial Manager reported that the annual external audit had been undertaken and no matters 

were raised by the Council’s external auditors. 

The internal auditor who was appointed last year has stepped down on the advice of his employers; 

a new internal auditor is being sought. 

The Financial manager reported on income and expenditure for the first six months of the financial 

year.  It was outlined that the budget for the year was agreed in December 2017, various new 

commitments and amendments have been made to the planned expenditure. As a result there will 

be an anticipated shortfall of £47,000.  

Due to the shortfall reserves would fall to £133,000 and as the current policy is to aim for a working 

reserve of £150,000. He impressed on the council the need for improved monitoring of expenditure, 

the importance of fiscal restraint and the need to avoid withdrawals from balances other than to 

meet the unforeseen costs of emergencies. 



The Council noted the report  

CO 049/18 BUDGET 2019/20 

The Town Clerk outlined preliminary proposals for 2019/20. He reported that allowing for 

committed expenditure, inflationary increases and higher expenditure on essential maintenance and 

repair of facilities it was forecast that in 2019/20 the Council was likely to face a £6,000 shortfall in 

its budget even before any allowance was made for new schemes. Moreover in the current financial 

year the Council had withdrawn £20,000 from balances which wold have to be made good in future 

years. As a result there would be no flexibility for additional schemes without an increased precept 

or savings being achieved. 

The Clerk’s report listed several new schemes which members had previously suggested. He asked 

Group Leaders to inform him of any additional proposals to allow a more detailed report to be 

prepared for a Special Meeting of Council in December. This meeting will confirm the budget and set 

the precept for 2019/20 

 

CO 050/18 MEMBERS QUESTIONS 

Cllr Ezhilchelvan asked for an update on his request for certificates of Appreciation. The 

Administration Manager advised Cllr Ezhilchelvan a draft certificate had been produced and will be 

presented to the next meeting. 

 

PART 2  

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the 

Public and Press are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

CO 051/18 COMMUNITY CHEST  

Cramlington Dog Rescue: The Council stated amendments were required to the application and 

would be reconsidered pending changes being made.  

CO 052/18 COUNCILLOR DISPENSATION  

The Town Clerk advised the Council of Cllr Foley’s ill health. It was understood that Cllr Foley would 

be able to resume their Councillor duties within the next three months. The Town Clerk asked for 

dispensation for non-attendance subject review in three months’ time. 

It was agreed Cllr Foley would be granted dispensation for non-attendance until 1st February 2019. 


