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A Voluntary Code To Tackle Litter 



 

Introduction 

Cramlington Town Council is committed to making all of our public spaces into cleaner, safer, 

greener communities. The aim of the Cramlington Code is not only to reduce levels of litter but to 

also to advise the community on how to take  responsibility for the quality of our local environment. 

We all have a part to play to make this happen. Cramlington should be a place for those who live, 

visit, work and study in to be a place of which they are proud of. 

What is Litter?  

Litter is defined as anything that is dropped, thrown, left or deposited that causes a nuisance, in a 

public place or, put simply, waste in the wrong place. Litter encompasses a wide variety of materials 

including: 

• Drinks containers such plastic bottles, metal cans or cardboard-based cartons and straws; 

• Confectionery items such as sweet papers and crisp packets; 

• Fast food packaging such as sandwich containers, fast food boxes and plastic cutlery; 

• Cigarette litter such as cigarette butts, packets, cellophane wrapping and lighters 

How Can You Help? 

Businesses of any size may produce litter through their operations or staff. This code proposes 

standards for different businesses to come to a voluntary arrangement with Cramlington Town 

Council to enable everyone to play their part in keeping their environment clean and tidy. It is 

intended that agreement is reached between businesses and the Council on the best course of 

action to reduce litter. 

Businesses wishing to sign up to this Code will be asked to complete a Pledge Form which identifies a 

series of practical actions that they can undertake to help the cause. 

 

The Benefits To You  

The quality of public space matters to everyone including businesses 

Clean public spaces attract custom - people like to shop in a clean and safe environment. 

Businesses suffer from customers dropping litter 

Litter degrades the perception of a business and will reduce trade. Brand reputation can also be 

damaged when products are discarded as litter. 

Businesses are powerful role models for customers 

Businesses maintaining clean, tidy and litter free premises have a positive influence on customer 

perception and behaviour. 

Reducing packaging 

Improved business efficiency and saves money. 

Reduces the need for the Council to service notices 

Legislation is available to local authorities to serve notice on those businesses that create excess 

litter, requiring that they clean either side of their business. Statutory obligations also exist for 

businesses to keep their land clear of litter and manage their trade waste. This voluntary code aims 

to reduce the need for the Council to serve notices. 

 



How To Reduce Litter 

The practical actions to reduce litter are likely to fall within one of the following four categories and 

you can choose which of these are most relevant and practical for your business. If you already have 

existing litter management procedures these can be incorporated: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearing litter from business frontage and 

surrounding area 

 Carry out litter picks 

 Provide Bins 

 

Waste Management 

 Comply with the duty of Care on waste 

 Agree a policy  to clean any waste 

spillages 

 Present your waste for collection 

regularly and on a timely fashion 

 

 

 

Education and awareness 

 Provide staff training  

 Promote or run anti-litter campaigns 

and activities 

 

 

 

Package reduction 

 Ask customers if they require a bag, if so 

provide a reusable or recyclable one 

when possible 

 Provide recyclable on the go containers 

 

 will offer you support to help your efforts in making Cramlington a litter free 

town. This support may include:  

• Aligning litter clearing activities with your business  

• Providing communications support  

• Providing equipment and health and safety advice for litter picks 

 

 



Supporting Documents  

Pledge Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Litter Management Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITTER PICK SAFE WORKING 

 

 

Managing waste effectively means preventing litter effectively. 

And preventing litter will save you money in clean-up costs. 

•Assess and manage the potential litter, and waste that could 

become litter, as a direct result of your activities. 

• Evaluate the amount of litter that your customers produce. 

• Record the times at which litter is the worst. 

• Identify ways litter can be reduced. 

• Design and map litter picks. 

• Account for and manage possible litter caused by the collection 

of business waste. 

• Inform any risk assessment the business may carry out 

Businesses wishing to sign up to this Voluntary Code will be asked to 

complete a Litter Pledge Form which identifies a series of practical actions 

that they could undertake to reduce litter.  

In order to sign up to this Voluntary code businesses should: 

• Carry out an assessment to identify the causes, types and locations of the 

litter around businesses 

• Work in partnership with Cramlington Town Council to adopt solutions to 

reduce litter 

 

This form should be completed by the lead picker before the start 

of any litter pick. Litter picks are generally very safe and it is 

unlikely that you will encounter any serious hazards or incidents. 

You will see that the points below are just common sense and are 

worth considering ensuring everything runs as smoothly and safely 

as possible. 

It is sensible to address all those involved and introduce yourself 

as the lead volunteer/organiser, so they know who to go to with 

questions/to report an incident. You should also check that all 

those involved know what equipment they must use and what 

area they may clean up. 

 

 


