
      CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held at St Nicholas Church, Parish Hall on 
Thursday 4th November 2021 at 6:15pm.  

Present:  
 
Councillors:   
Cllr L De Simone (Town Mayor), Cllr Heard (Deputy Town Mayor), Cllr Daley, Cllr Ezhilchelvan, Cllr Garrett, 
Cllr M Swinburn, Cllr C Dunbar, Cllr N Dunbar, Cllr Flux and Cllr Lee. 
 
Apologies  
Apologies were received by Cllr Morris and Cllr Mitcheson 
 
Officers:  
Mr A Harvey, Deputy Town Clerk 
Mr J Harvey, Finance Manager 
 
CO 52/21 TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Town Mayor invited members of the public to upcoming Remembrance Sunday commemorations. 
The Town Mayor also announced intentions to hold an event to mark the Queens Jubilee.  

 
CO 53/21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 2nd September 2021 were agreed and signed as a true 
record. 

CO 54/21 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
Cllr Flux declared an interest in the Canmoor Developments Presentation due to his position on strategic 
planning at Northumberland County Council. 

CO 55/21 PRESENTATIONS(1) 
Canmoor Developments gave a presentation on proposals for a new 11,673 sqm building, along with 
parking, cycle parking, a guard hut and welfare facilities, along with formation of 3 new junctions. The 
building would be a distribution centre on land south of Broad Law, located next to the existing 
Northumberland Business Park development. 

Cllr Garrett expressed concerns over additional HGV Vehicles using the Moor Farm roundabout. Ben 
Pilgrim, Canmoor Developments advised discussions are taking place with Highways England to minimise 
any impact by additional vehicles.  

Cllr Swinburn asked what area the distribution centre will would cover. Mr Pilgrim advised it is difficult 
to answer at this stage and would be determined further down the planning stage. 

Cllr Swinburn stated he hoped that if this proposal were to proceed it would be a catalyst for 
improvements to be made at Moor Farm Roundabout. 

The Town Council expressed overall support for the proposal. 

CO 55/21 PRESENTATIONS(2) 
Gemma Fowle, NCC Animal Welfare Officer gave a presentation on the outcome of the recently held 
“doggy days” events held in Cramlington. 



 

CO 56/21 BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2022/23 

The Town Clerk outlined the Council’s anticipated financial position for 2022/23 and stated that due to 
the termination of the Partnership Agreement last year the Council is in a healthy financial position, 
advising that around £150,000 - £200,000 uncommitted expenditure available to allow a range of 
potential projects to be undertaken.   

The Town Clerk presented a list of priorities, identified by the Administration, for 2022/23 and future 
years, which were outlined in the report. 

Cllr Daley stated the environmental improvement to the train station is desperately needed.  

Cllr Daley asked what the impact of the budget proposals would be for the council’s precept. The Town 
Clerk advised that an inflation related increase to the precept would suffice for achieving the projects. 

The Council agreed to: 
1) Note the financial position of the Council 
2) Agree in principle to the projects identified in schedule 2 of the report 
3) Agree the Schemes set out in section 3.2 of the report as priorities or 2022/23   
4) To undertake public consultation on the proposals and to report responses to the January meeting   
of Council 
 

 

CO 57/21 COMMUNITY CHEST 

The Town Mayor stated the Council has received a request by the Community and Youth Committee for 
community chest applications to be considered by the Community and Youth Committee. 

The Council agreed all future Community Chest items are considered by the Community and Youth 
Committee. 

CO 58/21 EXTERNAL AUDIT  

The Town Clerk advised the Council Annual Governance and Accounting return for the last financial year 
has been signed off by the external auditors with no matters raised. 

The Council noted the report. 

CO 59/21 ALLOTMENTS 

The Deputy Town Clerk outlined recommendations by the Development and Strategic Management 
Committee in relation to allotment matters. The committee proposed to increase the rents for 2022/23 
by £12 per annum, to cease the co-worker policy, to subdivide larger plots and to create an allotment 
forum. 

Cllr C Dunbar expressed concerns over the allotment forum stating she did not wish to be the vice chair. 
Cllr Daley recommended an allotment tenant to be the vice chair instead. 

Cllr Daley supported increasing the allotment rent as he does not believe the residents of Cramlington 
should subsidise the allotments. 



The Council agreed to: 

1) Note the report 
2) To increase the standard allotment charge by £12  
3) To cease the co-worker policy and sub-divide plots where possible 
4) To create an allotment tenant forum 

 

PART 2  

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the Public 
and Press are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

CO 60/21 COMMUNITY CHEST 

The Community Chest application by Legacare was deferred to the Community and Youth Committee to 
consider. 

CO 61/21 MANOR WALKS 

Nick Lambert and Victoria Malloy, Manor Walks Centre Management gave a presentation on their plans 
for the Christmas Period and the impact of the Covid pandemic. 

It was agreed to support Manor Walks Christmas proposals with a £5,000 contribution. 


