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A.

THE TASK

1.

INTRODUCTION
Introducing the Landscape and Townscape Framework
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1.

1.1

The Landscape and Townscape Framework
for Cramlington marks an important stage in
the growth of the town. Coming out in the 50th
anniversary year since the inception of the plan
that transformed a village into a busy place for
people to live, work, shop and play, it is the first of
series of actions by Cramlington Town Council to
actively shape the course of the town’s built and
natural environment.

1.2

The Framework has been drawn up by Robinson
Landscape Design and KAPOK in consultation with
Cramlington Town Council.

INTRODUCTION

THE ROLE OF THIS DOCUMENT
1.3

This document is intended to guide a variety
of planning and management decisions by
Cramlington Town Council and Northumberland
County Council; and inform private organisation
investing in the town. The plan is to have an initial
five-year life after which it is to be reviewed and
updated.

STRUCTURE (HOW TO READ IT)
1.4

Section A sets out the task, propose a Vision for the
town, reviews the contemporary state of the town
and identifies some key objectives to inform the
guiding principles of the Framework.

1.5

Section B applies these principles to the four main
components of Cramlington: the town centre; the
housing districts; the rural edge and the road and
cycleway corridors.

1.6

Finally, Section C proposes some implementation
strategies and recommends the next steps.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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A.

THE TASK

2.

THE VISION
A town in the process of becoming

“Northumberlandia”
Between sculpture and landscape
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2.

2.1

Before the strategy for Cramlington comes the
idealized objective for that strategy, sometimes
called the Vision. And before the Vision comes the
list of aspirations that will inform it. The following lists
some ideas for what the town could be.

2.2		Cramlington’s regional location on the edge of the
Northumberland landscape, next to the A1 and
close to Newcastle airport and the ferry terminal
at North Shields represent an important part of its
genius loci and an opportunity for it to develop this
as a Gateway to Northumberland. The location of
the new hospital, cinema and regionally important
retail outlets in Cramlington, as well as attractions
such as Northumberlandia, are all signs that this
regional relevance is already being recognized.
Growth in the town’s population continues to
outstrip its neighbours, so that already more people
live now in Cramlington than in the surrounding
towns of Blyth and Morpeth. This potential is
amplified by the swathes of interstitial green space
running through the town, which could connect the
urban landscape to its surrounding rural context.
Our vision is to cultivate a unique identity for the
urban landscape of Cramlington which its citizens
will be proud to identify with, and which will draw
visitors as a springboard to the region.
2.3

THE VISION FOR CRAMLINGTON

The planned expansion of the town in the
foreseeable future represents an enlargement of
its present size by around 30%. In particular, the
planned extension of the Town Centre North of
Station Road and the planned housing districts to
the Southwest will be an enormous transformation
presenting not only a challenge but also an
extraordinary opportunity for the people of
Cramlington to make the town into what they
dream it could become. In this sense Cramlington is
A town in the process of becoming. Our vision is of
a town actively and confidently engaged in turning
Cramlington into that place, and of an urban
landscape that cultivates this confidence and
facilitates this change. The landscape framework
is the basis for targeted investment to avoid missed
opportunities and help steer the debate about
what kind of town Cramlington wants to become.

Bamburgh Castle:
Cramlington is ideally situated as a
gateway to the region’s attactions

Construction of Cramlington New
Town - 1960s

The landscape of Cramlington
is characterised by large
undeveloped zones within and
between residential estates

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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THE TASK

2.4

The town is home to a rich heritage and history,
from the settlements in the distant past, through
built witnesses to the mining history of the area,
through to the present day. The visible presence
of this history is largely subsumed under the
presence of the homogenous landscape of the
road network. At present, the relationship of these
layers of history is one of superposition rather than
conversation. We envision an urban landscape in
Cramlington of synthesis and dialogue between,
heritage, contemporary form and future aspiration.
A town rooted in history, yet looking towards the
future. Out of this can emerge a way forward for
the town which respects its heritage while looking
forward to its future? The landscape strategy takes
on the question of what Cramlington can do to
give this heritage presence in the urban landscape.

2.5

The extensive green network through the town
and its proximity and connection to its surrounding
rural context, encompass not only conceptual,
but also social and ecological dimensions. This
represents a special opportunity to imagine a
future Cramlington organized around ecological
principles: Cramlington as a model for an
ecological urban future. Our vision imagines a
Cramlington in tune with the environment with a
sustainable perspective of where it’s going.

2.6

The success of the public realm in Cramlington
depends primarily upon the activities going on in
it, rather than its form. This means the landscape
framework should encourage civic and social
activity and motivation to the idea of Our
Cramlington. Likewise, in the changes the town will
undergo can only result in successful outcomes
with the full consent and participation of the
communities of Cramlington. The recent devolution
of responsibilities from County to Town Council level
also represent an good foundation upon which
to build up the direct, participative relationships
necessary to move Cramlington foreword
together, managing differences of opinion
through constructive dialogue. The expanded
self-governance of the town can be the beginning
of a process by which local initiatives for the selfgovernance of spaces and social enterprise in the
town can become more implicated in the public
realm.

St. Nicholas Church, Cramlington:
A witness to the long history of the
town

Cramington’s extensive network of
green spaces offers an enormous
potential for ecological, sustainable
urban development

With a inclusive approach to urban
development, the community can
be part of the process and bring
special expertise to the table
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2.

2.7

2.8

Whilst Cramlington is made up of many diverse
neighbourhoods, knowing where you are in the
town and where you’re going can be a challenge.
The infrastructural network is dominated by the
requirements of vehicular traffic, the rigorous
grid of roads, separation of movement networks
and swathes of undifferentiated green tend to
homogenise the landscape, reduce the impact
of visual landmarks and make orientation difficult.
Whilst accepting and embracing the particular
deep structure upon which the town is organized,
we believe this balance needs readdressing and
that a new relationship between different forms of
movement can be forged through means which
are reasonable and effective and which will make
the town more legible and easier to negotiate.
We envision a future urban landscape in Legible
Cramlington where people are able to get where
they want in the town easily and comfortably by
different means, with a clear sense of scale and
distance between where they are and where
they want to get. The framework identifies places
where this is particularly problematic and can be
reasonably ameliorated, examining these locations
in the light both of present use patterns, potential
importance and in the light of how this might
change as a result of future development in the
town.
By combining these aspirations we can form a
coherent Vision for the town that can inform the
development of clear objectives. So, the Vision for
Cramlington is,
Cramlington is coming of age. It is a
prosperous, attractive and growing town whose
position adjacent to the two main roads into
Northumberland (A1 and A189) and on the
East Coast Main Line makes it the first town in
the county and in this sense, the Gateway to
Northumberland”. The generous integrated green
space within the town’s built form can be the point
of departure for the transformation of Cramlington
into Northumberland’s contemporary Garden Town,
with a verdant and healthy landscape structure
that is safe and accessible for all. This will be one of
the drivers of Cramlington’s growth to become the
county’s largest town.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

THE VISION FOR CRAMLINGTON

A well-constructed town helps us
know where we are and where
we’re going

Clear qualification of spaces
through appropriate materials

Ebenezer Howard,
Diagram of a garden city, 1898
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THE TASK

2.9

This Vision for Cramlington is supported by a number
of key objectives:
•

To develop the amenity grass corridors of the
town into a mosaic of various native landscape
types including woodland, scrubland, meadow
grassland, wetland;

•

To maintain and enhance the distinctive and
characterful parts of Cramlington, including:
- The village centre;
- Seven Oaks Park;
- Alexandria Park;
- Westfield Park;
- Arcot;
- Northumberlandia;

•

To improve the urban design of the town
centre, the town centre expansion area and
Station Road that lies between the two;

•

To identify and resolve those parts of the town
that are problem areas;

•

To make more characterful the different parts
of the town;

•

To improve the pedestrian and cycle routes
through the town;

•

To improve the landscape quality of key civic
facilities such as schools, recreation grounds,
play areas and cemeteries;

•

To improve the arrival experience for car
drivers;

•

To improve the landscape setting of the
residential districts by cultivating a sense of
locality;

•

To improve the landscape setting of the
employment areas;

•

To enhance the biodiversity of the town by
cultivating a sustainable and ecologically
responsible urban environment, incorporating
such aspects as sustainable water
management and cultivation of urban
biotypes;

•

To use public art to make present the town’s
historical memory.

Typical roadside grass corridor in
Cramlington

Blank facades frequently face onto
parkland in Cramlington

Residential distiricts in Cramlington
are set within a generous network of
public amenity green space

14
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2.

2.10

THE VISION FOR CRAMLINGTON

It will be the work of a generation to change
perceptions of the town. This will require an
evolutionary approach to the development of the
public realm.

RLD & Kapok: Tuning Nelson A
palette of urban instruments for the
gradual transofrmation of a town

New public realm around Manor
Walks next to the Vue cinema

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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THE PROPOSAL

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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B.

THE PROPOSAL

3.

THE FRAMEWORK
Key Principles underlying the Proposals

Proposed Network of Gateways,
Hubs and Entrances

18
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3.

3.1

The key principles are the ideas that will inform
a series of specific proposals to improve the
landscape and townscape of Cramlington. They
derive from the Vision for the town of making it into
Northumberland’s contemporary garden town.

3.2

The key principles are as follows:

THE FRAMEWORK

• RUS IN URBE
		 (BRINGING THE COUNTRYSIDE INTO THE 		
		TOWN);
•

LEGIBLE CRAMLINGTON;

•

A COHERENT TOWN CENTRE;

•
		

RESPECT THE PAST
(VILLAGE CENTRE & HISTORICAL IDENTITY);

•
		

ACTIONS NOT WORDS
(CULTURAL/SPORT/CIVIC MOBILIZATION);

•
		

EACH DISTRICT A PLACE
(RESIDENTIAL IDENTITY);

•
		

ACCESS ALL AREAS
(PEDESTRIANS AND WALKERS FIRST);

•
		

QUALITY NOT QUANTITY
(PUBLIC REALM);

•
		

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND
(ACCESS TO COUNTRYSIDE);

•
		

DON’T IGNORE; REPAIR
(TACKLING PROBLEM AREAS).

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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THE PROPOSAL

RUS IN URBE - BRINGING THE COUNTRYSIDE INTO THE TOWN
3.3

There are enormous areas of undifferentiated
municipal grassland in Cramlington, which are
underused, characterless, or otherwise qualitatively
undefined. Much of this landscape takes the
form of generous roadside verges and interstitial
green spaces between housing districts, the latter
often associated with the pedestrian and cycle
network. Whilst contributing little to the town, these
green spaces are expensive to maintain, their
homogenous character disorienting and they often
act as a hindrance to a healthy, urban interaction
between cars and pedestrians. The idea behind Rus
in Urbe is to use these grassland areas to introduce
linear woodland with glades of wild flowers
and native shrubs. This will completely change
the appearance, biodiversity and economy of
landscape in the town.

3.4

Examples of implementation include:

RLD: Sunniside Gardens, Sunderland
The landscape of the countryside as
an enlivening counterpoint to the
urban context

Planning urban green as one
would the countryside promotes
sustainable strategies of design and
management

•

Creating native woodland groups along the
principal road corridors;

•

Creating native woodland in some of the larger
unused amenity grassland areas that stand
adjacent to the residential areas;

•

Introducing Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SUDS) or wetlands into the larger green areas;

•

Creating edge of woodland biotopes that
include native shrubs, wildflowers and flowering
grasses to act as attractants to bees and birds;

•

Using different species mixes to bring some
landscape differentiation to the green space
pattern of the town;

•

The introduction of orchards as part of a
community food for free programme;

•

The development of a farmable forestry asset
for the town.

•

The development of information boards and
nature trails linking the green spaces of the
town with the wider countryside.

Urban gardening, Berlin:
Urban green is a resource with the
same agricultural potential as that
of the country.
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3.

THE FRAMEWORK

LEGIBLE CRAMLINGTON
3.5

Legible Cramlington is about creating topographic
features that will enable drivers to navigate around
the town. It will utilise the space on junction corners,
entrances to residential areas and on roundabouts
to create distinctive features as landmarks on a
journey through the town.

3.6

The primary and secondary road network includes
a total of sixteen roundabouts. Some are distinctive
in that they include unique landscape features,
such as the stone planter on the southernmost
roundabout to Dudley Lane. We propose that
some of these are given landscape features
designed as landform or planting, or incorporating
appropriate public art.

3.7

Junctions in Cramlington are
dominated by monotonous trafficoriented solutions

Examples of implementation could include:
•

Geometric or naturalistic landforms;

•

Thematic art installations;

•

Planting displays based upon distinctive colours
e.g. red barked and yellow barked Cornus;

•

Distinctive and unique entrance signs for each
of the residential areas.

New Islington, Manchester:
Distinctive architecture can
articulate neighbourhood identity
and assist orientation

Johne Hejduk, Tower of the joker,
Groningen:
Public art marking the city
boundaries

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Imaginative landscaping can make
junctions memorable and bring
delight to a journey
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A COHERENT TOWN CENTRE
3.8

The town centre has some of the qualities of a
retail park due to its inward looking layout. But the
possibility of expansion northwards gives the town
a chance to overcome this template by creating
a series of streets that would link the new with
the old. The key to this is by creating streets with
activity at the ground level and by recognising the
key pedestrian routes that could link any future
expansion areas with the railway station and the
existing town centre. Equally, opportunities to
improve the town centre by better urban and
landscape design could begin to transform the
currently suburban character into one that is truly
urban.

3.9

Examples of implementation would include:

Well designed town centre public
realm encourages social interaction
and is a pleasure to be in.

Civic pride can be cultivated
through the creative appropriation
of the public realm.

•

The creation of a new town square for use as a
market and civic space;

•

The enhancement of existing pedestrian routes
throughout the centre;

•

The transformation of existing town centre
peripheral roads, such as Station Road and
Dudley Lane, into streets.

•

Improvements to the car parking layout to
enhance efficiency and control sprawl;

•

The introduction of street trees to key routes
and streets;

•

The enhancement of street level connections
with the village centre;

•

The introduction of high quality, public art;

•

The introduction of lighting effects to
differentiate the town centre from the
peripheral residential areas.

The everyday elements of the
public realm can define the unique
“genius loci” of a place.

22
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3.

THE FRAMEWORK

RESPECT THE PAST
3.10

3.11

3.12

As outlined above, Cramlington has a long history,
but artefacts and witnesses have little visible
presence in the urban landscape. As a result,
residents and visitors are largely unaware of the
rich history of the town. The town can benefit
from a rebalancing of past and present in its built
landscape, so that the accretions of the past, the
present order and its future aspirations have a more
equal presence.
These latent memories that go back to a time
before its creation and expansion from the 1960s.
There are mining associations, particularly in the
eastern side of Cramlington; and links with the early
days of the RFC and RAF. It retains an attractive
village and conservation area and includes hidden
gems such as Cramlington Hall and Arcot Hall. It
includes old movement routes such as Arcot Lane.
We propose that this asset be utilised to the full to
add interest to pedestrian and cycle ways.

Cramlington school football team,
1907.

Airship on GFAAX airfield,
Cramlinton, 1920s.

Examples of implementation include:
•

Instigate a series of new interventions
integrating landscape public art and
architecture to create new places evoking
the collective memory to make visible invisible
aspects in the Town’s history;

•

Create an informational layer of real (signs/
boards) and virtual (internet/AR) material
enabling history and heritage to become part
of an everyday educational experience of the
town;

•

Investigate the relationship between places of
historical interest and the circulation networks
of the town (particularly footpaths and
cycle-ways) to create paths of exploration/
investigation through the Cramlington of
yesterday, today and tomorrow;

•

Creation of a public realm design code for the
village centre and conservation area;

•

The creation of a cultural manifesto to
celebrate Cramlington’s history by using the
town square for events.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Aisbett’s General Store,
Cramlington, 1933.

Art in the public realm can connect
the present with hidden or invisible
aspects of history
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ACTIONS NOT WORDS

Organised events in public spaces
help people to appropriate the
public realm and see it as their own.

3.13

It is people doing things in a concentrated area
that distinguishes towns from villages. Regeneration
projects across Europe include the fomenting of
cultural activities. Cramlington should make a
radical move towards the involvement of artists
in the utilisation of external spaces by itinerant
projects such as music, street theatre and poetry.
The town can be the set for art activities on a large
and diverse scale.

3.14

Examples of implementation include:
•

A Northern Lights festival of light effects for the
Xmas season;

•

Street art interventions in the town and village
centres and in Manor Walks;

•

The use of the town square for the
broadcasting of national and international
sport and cultural events on outdoor screens;

•

The use of the parks for music events;

•

The development of pedestrian and cycle
routes to Northumberlandia.

Temporary installations bring a
dynamic to the life of the town and
its landscape.

The use of the public realm for
celebratory events is an important
part of the social life of the town.

24
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3.

THE FRAMEWORK

EACH DISTRICT A PLACE
3.15

3.16

3.17

There are now a total of eleven residential
districts with more to be created in the southwest
sector development. Each is representative
of the time when it was constructed and they
are generally entered off major junctions with
extensive landscaped surroundings, often at
roundabouts. These are important orientation
points in the town, places when you need to know
you have arrived somewhere, or are entering a
specific place, slowing down, approaching a
destination or otherwise taking your bearings. They
would traditionally be places where landmarks
or significant, notable elements of a town would
be located, helping people to know where they
are and where they are going (“Turn left at the
King’s Head”). But in Cramlington, such locations
are generally homogenous, undifferentiated,
and lacking in character, landmarks or any other
element that could assist orientation or otherwise
positively contribute to the urban experience.
Each residential district should have its own
distinctive entrances and accessible open space
that is attractive and safe. Unsightly rear garden
treatments should be screened in such a way
as to present a high quality face to the wider
public while avoiding over shading. The key routes
through should be planted with street trees where
practicable.

Public Art can be imaginatively
used to give unique identity to
different places

The social life of small urban spaces
is an important element in the
character of residential areas

Examples of implementation include:
•

An integrated design approach including
landscaping, public art and signage to create
a series of characterful, beautiful and well
articulated entrances to the town at identified
locations;

•

Articulate major entrance points to districts,
estates and major facilities with high quality
landscape design;

•

Develop mere green space into pocket parks
with attractive planting displays;

•

Identify key streets as locations for public realm
improvement.
Articulating entrances means
understanding how people move
through the town

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

25

B.

THE PROPOSAL

ACCESS ALL AREAS
3.18

Cramlington has an extensive network of
pedestrian and cycle infrastructure, largely
separate from its road network, running through
public green spaces and connected across
the roads with underpasses. This system enables
pedestrian to move around the town easily and the
associated green spaces are an important civic,
ecological and bioclimatic asset. But the resulting
lack of interaction with other forms of traffic seems
disproportionate to the amount of traffic and the
prevailing speed limits, 30 or 40 mph throughout
the town. In this context, street side cycle ways and
surface crossing points are perfectly feasible and
unproblematic In addition, locations for crossing
points (the present locations of underpasses,
bus-stops and the like) are generally close to
roundabouts where traffic speeds are further
reduced. Despite there being few dedicated
crossings or even pavement provision in most
circumstances, it is evident that many people
prefer to cross roads at grade than through the
sunken and often desolate underpasses. There are
several notable locations where surface crossing
would be desirable, completely unproblematic
to implement and the present underpasses
superfluous. Bus stops on major traffic routes,
often located close to major junctions, are also
unwelcoming, often difficult to find, and in some
cases can only be accessed using stairs. The town
needs to allow pedestrians to go where they want
to and in safety.

3.19

Examples of implementation include:

The extensive network of
underpasses in Cramlington is
the legacy of the sectoral traffic
planning.

The creative design of underpasses
as thresholds can introduce
character and delight

•

Increase interaction between pedestrians
and other forms of transport using street side
pavements, surface crossings and augmenting
the cycle network with street side cycle ways
wherever appropriate;

•

Where possible, give people a choice to cross
at grade instead of just using underpasses,
and adjust roads around appropriate junctions
accordingly;

•

Extend and complete the network of cycle
ways and bicycle parking provision at
important locations to encourage cycle use.

•

Improve the fabric and lighting to underpasses.

Parking can also be a social
experience

26
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QUALITY NOT QUANTITY
3.20

The materials of the public realm do not need to be
uniform throughout the town; but they should be
uniform throughout those urban areas that make
up the town i.e. the town centre, the village centre
and the various districts.

3.21

The town centre should be using contemporary
materials in contemporary design solutions; while
the village centre should be using appropriate
materials that compose with the stone and brick
buildings without being a pastiche. The town
centre can utilise man made materials of high
quality; but it is desirable that the village centre be
constructed of natural materials.

3.22

Landscaping plays an important
part in moderating the visual impact
of parked cars

Examples of intervention include:
•

Use of exposed aggregate concrete slabs with
grey granite setts and grey pcc kerbs for the
town centre;

•

Use of bitmac carriageways with aggregate for
roads;

•

Use of buff/brown yorkstone slabs with random
lengths in staggered bond patterns and light
grey granite setts and yorkstone kerbs for
pedestrians in the village centre;

•

Use of dark grey granite setts for key sections of
roads.

Many elements of the urban
landscape can easily be made into
places to rest and enjoy the town

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Shared Space, Brighton:
Robust natural materials can
accommodate diverse uses

RLD - St. Nicholas Place, Newcastle
High quality, natural materials help
create a pleasant atmosphere
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THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND

KAPOK: Perisope Houses,
Tempelhof, Berlin
Connect here with there.

3.23

Connections with the countryside that lies to
the north, east and west of the town is to be
encouraged by the enhancement of the key
routes out. Information signs and digital material
can be used to inform pedestrians and cyclists
of the attractive and accessible countryside that
exists all around the town. The access to the
north, especially to Plessey Woods is in need of
enhancement.

3.24

Examples of implementation include:
•

New routes towards Northumberlandia and
Shotton Lane;

•

Enhanced signs to the public rights of way
network that leads to Horton Dean and
beyond;

•

Enhanced signs to the public right of way that
leads to Seghill in the south and Stickley Farm in
the north;

•

Enhanced signs to the public rights of way in
the southwest sector.

Gate on public footpath on the
edge of the town.

The simple pleasures of a walk in the
country

28
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DON’T IGNORE; REPAIR
3.25

Some parts of the town have particular problems
due to car parking issues. These need to be tackled
head on, for they will not go away.

3.26

Examples of implementation include:
•

Improvements to Clifton Road;

•

Improvements to car parking in the town
centre;

•

Improvements to car parking by the railway
station.

Considered design of green spaces
can mitigate the impact of the
parked car

CONCLUSION
3.27

The above principles, when applied to landscape
investment, management and planning, have
the potential to develop the Cramlington’s roads,
streets, parks and open spaces. The following
section demonstrates how.

Appropriate landscape treatments
around parking areas depends on
pedestrian movement

RLD & KAPOK
St. Thomas St. Sunderland
Bespoke lighting enlivens the urban
landscape

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Shared Space, Brighton
Example of simple, well-integrated
street parking
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4.

CHARACTER AND IDENTITY FOR THE DISTRICTS
The Strategy applied to the town’s housing districts Cramlington Southeast and Cramlington East

Proposed landscape interventions in
East and Southeast Cramlinton

30
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4.

4.1

CHARACTER AND IDENTITY FOR THE DISTRICTS

Cramlington Southeast and Cramlington East were
identified in the brief as the two districts that should
first be given a set of landscape and townscape
proposals. The suggested measures below that
come from the application of the Framework to
these housing areas can also have some relevance
to other residential districts.

CRAMLINGTON SOUTHEAST
4.1

Cramlington Southeast is one of the earlier housing
areas and it includes housing in: Southfield,
Southfield Lea

4.2

Sitting in the south east corner of the town, it fronts
onto a substantial green area called Valley Park
and includes numerous irregular pockets of green
space. The eastern boundary fronts the B1505 and
the western boundary fronts Dudley Lane. The area
includes key green spaces such as Alexandra Park.
Cragside CoE Primary School sits in the centre.
A major section of the cycle way and footpath
network runs through the housing from the
Northumbrian Road to the eastern edge of the
district, where it passes under the B1505 and A189
to run towards Seghill.

4.3

The objective for this district is to enhance its
general setting on the edge of town and to
enhance the internal green spaces. To that end the
following projects are recommended (see Plan for
South East and Cramlington East).

Typical residential area in Southeast
Cramlington

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Typical closed frontage to public
space in residential estates

Well-kept allotments indicate
a community engaged in the
cultivation of the landscape

At certain times of the day, the
pedestrian network is intensively
used
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ENHANCEMENT OF THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY BY CREATING
AN ECO-PARK AT VALLEY PARK
4.4

Example of an Eco-Park

The southern boundary of this district is planted with
dense woodland that lies between the line of the
A1171 and the line of Southern Stream and an area
of public open space between the watercourse
and the southern edge of the housing at Southfield
Lea. The woodland is known as the Valley Park
Local Nature Reserve and it forms an important
rural edge. There is scope for an enhancement of
this facility by:
•

Transformation of areas of the amenity
grassland into wildflower meadows;

•

Extension of native shrub and tree planting
pockets to create a mosaic of copses and
glades in the area of the amenity grassland;

•

Introduction of wildflowers to create an
understory to the woodland;

•

Further enhancement of signage, trails and
clearance of litter.

STRENGTHENING OF THE PLANTING BETWEEN THE A189 AND
THE B1505
4.4
Paths through the forest

The slender strip of land between the parallel
lines of the A189 and the B1505 is a crucial part of
the rural edge for this part of the town, masking
the view and minimizing the effects of the heavy
traffic on the A road. It has to be preserved and
reinforced by:
•

Additional tree and scrub planting to areas
where the existing cover is weakest;

•

Introduction of wild flowers to form an
understory to the woodland.

CONSTRUCTION OF DISTRICT SIGNS FOR ENTRANCES OFF
DUDLEY LANE, NORTHUMBRIAN ROAD, AND OFF THE B1505
4.5		Each entrance junction for the district should be
given a distinctive and unique sign. This would aid
legibility and contribute to a sense of place.
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ENHANCEMENT OF ALEXANDRA PARK
4.6

Alexandra Park is a key recreational park for the
town. It is used for sport and is crossed by some key
footpath and cycleways. It is looking tired now and
would benefit from a sustained phase of investment
in the following:
•

Improvements to entrances;

•

Creation of new, contemporary shrub and
herbaceous planting beds;

•

New signage;

•

Additional specimen tree planting;

•

Screen planting to the perimeter of adjacent,
fenced properties;

•

Introduction of wildflower meadows;

•

Introduction of ground flora to woodland
groups.

View across Alexandra Park from
the South entrance

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PRINCIPAL CYCLE WAY ROUTE
4.7

A major cycle route runs diagonally through the
northern part of the district connecting Alexandra
Park with a number of schools and amenity hubs
and then running out to the countryside. This is to
be upgraded as a key public realm corridor by:
•

Trials of Starpath as a light emitting surface for
the route;

•

Enhancement to the approaches, entrance
walls and underground surfaces of subways;

•

Coordination of shrub planting to improve the
amenity of the corridor.

•

Public realm improvements to the small cluster
of shops and amenities to encourage growth,
use and appropriation of this area by the local
community

•

Develop the area around the junction of
the path with the B1505, possibly as a new
amenity hub, together with the crossing from
Cramlington to the countryside to the East.

The group of shops along the
principal cycle way through
Southeast Cramlington

“Starpath” - luminous floor treatment
for paths and cycle ways.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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CREATION OF POCKET PARKS
4.8

RLD: Grey St. Gardens, Newcastle

The district is lined with a high number of incidental
green spaces that lie between housing blocks and
road and footpath corridors. These vary in size and
shape. Individually they appear as meaningless
strips of grass. But when looked at as a whole,
they present an opportunity to introduce trees,
shrubs and herbaceous plants to the suburban
townscape. This would include:
•

The creation of a series of pocket parks for the
larger spaces so that they could be used for
passive recreation;

•

The introduction of flowering hedges to
reinforce the distinction between private and
public space and screen unsightly rear garden
boundaries;

•

The introduction of rowan, cherry and birch
trees to create seasonal effects.

THE INTRODUCTION OF A PLANT A TREE PROGRAMME
4.9

Streetside trees in Berlin,
augemented with planters created
and looked after by local residents

Much of the street frontage is in private hands.
Were house owners to each plant a single tree in
their front garden the cumulative effect could be
significant. The council should therefore introduce
a programme whereby a tree will be donated
to the householder for planting in front gardens.
Species would be limited to smaller and attractive
trees such as rowan, cherry and birch. A sustained
programme, supported by information leaflets,
could help to involve residents in a very direct way
in the improvement of the town.

CREATING COPSES
4.10

Where space allows along some of the larger
verges between roads and the curtilages of houses
and gardens, the opportunity exists for an increase
in the tree and woodland cover by the creation of
small copses of trees. However, the species should
be restricted to small leaf trees such as birch and
under planted with bulbs to create an attractive
seasonal effect.

Dense copses add drama to the
landscaope channel views and give
the landscape a sense of scale
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IMPROVE ROADSIDE VERGES
4.11

There are extensive roadside grass verges
throughout the town. Where space, car parking
patterns and the pattern of service lines allows,
blocks of sub shrubs could be planted. Species
could include hypericum, and low shrub roses.

4.12

The introduction of planting works on a large scale
could transform perceptions o this district for it has
an extravagant pattern of amenity grassland.
Typical roadside verge in
Cramlington

Proposed landscape interventions in
Southeast Cramlinton

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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CRAMLINGTON EAST

Construction site of the new hospital

4.13

This is one of the older parts of Cramlington and it
includes the districts of Eastfield, Mayfield, Klondyke
and East Cramlington, situated on the eastern
side of the A189. It incorporates the B1505, which is
called Front Street by Klondyke and High Pit Road
by Mayfield. It also incorporates the B1326, Village
Road, which connects Northumbrian Road with
High pit Road.

4.14

The area includes some key green spaces such as
Ann Welfare Recreation ground, Mayfield Glade
Cemetery, the Lanercost Local Nature Reserve and
Eastfield Green. Significantly, the new hospital is
located on land south of the B1326 road to East
Cramlington.

4.15

The character of this part of Cramlington differs
from others by virtue of the age of some of the
buildings. It has a traditional street frontage with
shops that begins from the B1505 junction with
the B1326 and extends to the B1505 junction with
Village Road. A second shopping area is on Clifton
Road.

4.16

The objective for this district is to improve the key
retail streets; improve the recreational areas; and
increase the incidence of specimen trees and
hedges along front gardens and streets. To that end
the following projects are recommended:

The district is full of underexploited
landscaped spaces

ENHANCEMENT OF ANN WELFARE BY INVESTMENT IN NEW
TREE, HEDGE AND SHRUB PLANTING;
4.17

Ann Welfare is a key recreation and sports facility
that is intimately positioned within the community.
A phased programme of tree, hedge and shrub
planting and the introduction of planting containers
and new signage could enhance its appearance.
Areas to be targeted are the approach and
entrance to the site, car parks and unattractive
rear garden fencing.

EXTENSION OF CYCLEWAY
Well-kept hedge in Cramlington
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4.18

There is scope to extend the cycleway network
through housing to link Eastfield Green with Ann
Welfare. This will run partly along road lines and
partly through green spaces.
Cramlington Landscape and Townscape Framework
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ENHANCEMENT OF EASTFIELD GREEN
4.19

Eastfield Green is a strand of grassland that was set
aside for a proposed road that has not been built.
It separates Eastfield from housing that is accessed
of Village Road and High Pit Road. It is informally
used by residents for passive recreation. The fence
lines of the ear gardens that back on to the space
define the space. It is capable of a significant
landscape improvement by the introduction of a
pattern of hedges, shrubs and trees to screen these
rear gardens and to define the space.

Example of natural play area

INTRODUCTION OF NATURAL PLAY FEATURES IN LARGER
GREEN SPACES TO HOUSING AREAS
4.20

The scale of incidental green space within some
of the housing areas is sufficient to allow the
introduction of natural play features in association
with minor landform creation and the introduction
of trees, shrubs and bulbs. One such candidate for
such an improvement is Reedswood Crescent at
East Cramlington. These features would supplement
the play strategy for the town by introducing a new
layer of small play opportunities.

ENHANCEMENT OF THE ROAD APPROACHES TO THE NEW
HOSPITAL
Example of natural play area

4.21

The vehicle route from the A189 to the entrance to
the new hospital by East Cramlington will be a high
profile corridor that may be taken as being typical
of Cramlington. It is therefore imperative to the
town’s public face that the route is enhanced by
additional planting, enhanced maintenance and
improved signage, with a view to screening ground
clutter and defining space.

Example of natural play area

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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IMPROVEMENTS TO CLIFTON ROAD
4.22

The view up Clifton Road at the site
of the “Mayfield Angle”

Clifton Road is an important local hub for shops,
take-away meals, a social club, community centre
and local support facilities for the elderly. It suffers
from a misuse of road and car park space, with
a perfectly adequate car park being underused while cars park illegally while using these
facilities, especially the take-away food services.
It is a classic example of a multi-faceted urban
design problem whose resolution will require cooperate action from a number of key bodies
including Northumberland County Council. The
improvements would include:

Proposed public Realm
improvements to Clifton Road
junction
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•

The closure of the existing car park access off
Barrasford Road and the creation of a new
access off Clifton Road;

•

The enlargement of the car park;

•

Improvements to the surface of the pedestrian
forecourt to the shops;

•

The creation of a raised table junction and
road frontage for that section of the road from
the junction with High Pit Road to the junction
with Barrasford Road;

•

Landscape design improvements to the
junction with High Pit Road (the “Mayfield
Angle”) to screen views of the shop service
zone in views from High Pit Road;

•

Introduction of tromp l’oeil mural on gable end
walls by the Mayfield Angle;

•

Introduction of perimeter tree, shrub and
hedge planting to the boundaries of the
enlarged car park.

KAPOK: Urban space pioneers, Berlin
Connect building use and space
appropriation.

IMPROVEMENT TO FRONT STREET AND HIGH PIT ROAD
4.23

These two roads form an important single street
containing a number of shops and community
facilities. It is also part of the route to and from
the new hospital in access to and from the northmoving carriageway of the A189. It is in need of
landscape and townscape improvement. We
propose the following:
•

Tree, hedge and shrub planting to green
verges;

•

Improvement to parking curtilages by shops;

•

Introduction of street trees;

•

Creation of raised table junction to housing
street entrances;

•

Improvement to paving surfaces;

•

Enhancement to visible green spaces along the
route;

•

Introduction of small tree planters to High Pit
Road’s shop frontage.

Many elements can be made into
places to rest and enjoy the public
realm.

Cluster of shops on Front Street /
High Pit Road

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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ENHANCEMENT OF VILLAGE ROAD
4.24

Village Road is a key route that connects East
Cramlington with the village for both car users
and pedestrians. It has generous verges and a
variety of housing types. Its character, location and,
importance makes it an excellent candidate for a
major programme of public realm improvement
that would include:
•

Creation of enhanced entrance junctions
at the eastern and western ends of the road
including new tree, hedge and shrub planting;

•

Resurfacing of pedestrian paving routes;

•

Improved definition of road junctions with raised
tables, distinctive surface treatment;

•

Planting and walling to visually contain
adjacent car parking to local shops;

•

Extensive shrub and hedge planting to front
gardens (with householder consent) to create
defensible private space for those properties
lacking enclosed front gardens;

•

Creation of an avenue of street trees along the
entire length of the road;

•

Improvement to the cemetery boundary fence;

•

Hedge and shrub planting to screen garden
fences;

•

Creation of woodland copse on land between
Cambo Drive and Village Road;

•

Introduction of hedges and shrub beds to the
deeper roadside verges to give some screening
of the road from residents and pedestrians;

•

Improvement of bus stops including
introduction of new signs and bus shelters;

View West along Village Road

Sustainable urban drainage can be
designed with an urban character

STRENGTHENING OF THE PLANTING BETWEEN THE A189 AND
THE B1505
4.25

Sou Fujimoto, bus stop, Krumbach,
Austria
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As indicated in section 4.4 above.

CONSTRUCTION OF DISTRICT SIGNS FOR ENTRANCES OFF
NORTHUMBRIAN ROAD, VILLAGE ROAD AND OFF THE B1505
4.26

As indicated in section 4.5 above.
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CREATION OF POCKET PARKS
4.27

As indicated in section 4.8 above.

THE INTRODUCTION OF A PLANT A TREE PROGRAMME
4.28

As indicated in section 4.9 above.

CREATING COPSES
4.29

As indicated in section 4.10 above.

There are many suitable sites for
pocket parks in the neighbourhood

IMPROVE ROADSIDE VERGES
4.30

As indicated in section 4.11 above.

4.31

The creation of structure to the landscape and
townscape of this part of Cramlington will be a slow
work because these are communities with a
settled environment.

Proposed landscape interventions in
East Cramlinton

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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5.

STRUCTURING THE TOWN CENTRE
Strengthening the Heart of the Town

View towards Manor Walks across
the site of th new Town Square
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STRUCTURING THE TOWN CENTRE

We have investigated in detail how the Principles
outlined in Section A can be applied to the Town
Centre to improve its urban identity, landscape
character and use patterns in order to cement its
role as the heart of the town. Considering each of
the principles in turn, their application for the centre
of Cramlington can be described as follows:

RUS IN URBE
5.2

Whilst the issues pertaining to the town centre are
largely of a civic and urban nature, introducing
rural landscape types into the Town Centre can
also contribute to its development in a specific
and dramatic manner. Along the roads at the
edges of the centre, there are several locations
where the retail core turns its back to the outside,
presenting an image of the centre made up of
unsightly loading and service areas. Whilst in certain
locations we propose an urbanizing approach
introducing frontages and creating streets, on other
stretches, for example on Westmoreland Way,
where frontages are neither desirable nor feasible,
the cultivation of the existing soft landscape is
necessary, and the principle of Rus in Urbe can
be applied to mask an unsightly condition and
establish a dramatic spatial sequence of arrival into
the town centre (see e.g. 1.22 below).

5.3

Within the town centre itself, the role of planting as
a means to visually temper the dominant presence
of parked cars is another way in which the principle
of Rus in Urbe can be used (see e.g. 1.18 below).

RLD: Sunniside Gardens Sunderland

Green in the Town Centre.
With careful design, such
landscapes can mitigate the
impact of parked cars

LEGIBLE CRAMLINGTON
5.4

The legibility of the town as a whole will be
improved if the town centre is more clearly
recognisable as an urban location within
Cramlington and comfortably accessible for
all means of traffic. We are proposing specific
landscape treatments at strategic arrival points to
mark the entrances to the town centre and assist in
orientation. In addition, turning points off the main
roads into the retail centre should be articulated
with a specific treatment to indicate junctions,
slow down traffic and manage surface interaction
between cars and pedestrians. Important
connections between the town centre and

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

From the surrounding roads, one has
no sense of arrival in the centre of
Cramlington
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outlying neighbourhoods and facilities have also
been identified and a strategy of improvements
proposed.
A COHERENT CENTRE / EACH DISTRICT A PLACE
5.5

KAPOK: Channukkah Market, Berlin
Bespoke market stalls can lend
identity and character to urban
spaces

The overall goal for the heart of Cramlington should
be to create a coherent, convivial, vital Town
Centre with a character of its own, a strong sense
of place and a human scale. Both within the core
and at its edges, notably Station Road and Dudley
Lane, the lack of urban quality and civic scale in
the public realm represents a significant obstacle
to achieving this goal. Our proposed interventions
pinpoint areas of action to address this and
create a Town centre which has not only a topquality retail offer, but also has urban vitality and a
convivial public realm, an enjoyable place to visit
and spend time in.

RESPECT THE PAST
5.6

The convivial, human scaple of
Cramlington Village is in stark
contrast to the adjacent Town
Centre

At present, the Town Centre is both physically cut
off from the surrounding districts and structurally
unrelated to them. In particular, the historically
important villages of Nelson and Cramlington
Village, at the edge of the centre, are immediately
adjacent but isolated from the town’s retail heart.
Ameliorating these problems are the prerequisite
both for a Town Centre related to the historical
structures of the past and also for the establishment
of a synergy which would allow these villages to
develop further. Both villages have well-scaled
hearts (around the station in Nelson and around the
war memorial in Cramlington village) that could be
developed as sub-centres in close consort with the
facilities of the centre.

ACTIONS NOT WORDS
5.7

Participatory events involving
the community helps build social
relationships and civic pride.
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Cramlington Town Centre is missing high quality
public spaces where people can enjoy and where
markets, organized events and other temporary
activities can be staged. The proposal identifies
several locations in the Centre where targeted
public realm improvements can generate the
quality public realm the town deserves.
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ACCESS ALL AREAS
5.8

The strategy proposes precise measures to
ameliorate the dominance of cars, both moving
and parked, in and around the town centre, and
give higher priority to pedestrians and cyclists,
in addition to improvements to pedestrian
connections and treatment to car park areas.
Where possible, realistic and effective, we propose
locations to turn roads into streets and encourage
a more natural urban interaction between cars
and other traffic forms, with a preference for
surface-level street crossings. As part of this, building
frontages could also be created, to encourage
pedestrian movement and the appropriation of the
public realm. At least two underpasses are obsolete
and should be remodelled accordingly.

The negotiation of level schanges
associated with the pedestrian
network involves unpleasant ramps
and stairs

Outward-orientation of the retail
centre towards the public realm
encourages use and appropiration

Using an underpass can be a
delightful experience

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

The interaction of different forms
of movement can be both
superimposed and at the same time
clear and safe
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A FOUR-FOLD STRATEGY FOR THE TOWN CENTRE
5.9

The heart of the town is dominated
by the visual impact of parked cars

These principles are manifested in our proposals
under the rubric of a four-fold strategy:
•

The Inner Identity creating a sense of place in the Town Centre;

•

Urbanising the edge Passing through a Town Centre, not around;

•

Connecting the dots –
Efficient pedestrian linkages to the rest of the
town;

•

Articulating arrival –
Designing the drama of coming into the heart
of Cramlington.

DEFINING ACTION ZONES
5.10

46

We have identified 12 Action Zones in and around
the Town Centre where focussed improvements
can ameliorate its current problems, articulate
the Principals, manifest the four-fold Strategy and
deliver on the promise of the Vision. These Action
Areas are described in detail below.
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THE INNER IDENTITY 01- THE NEW MARKET SQUARE
(See plan – II_01)
5.11

The locations for the new central Market Square
adjacent to the western entrance to Manor Walks
and the Leisure Centre is an ongoing project which
will bring a new heart to the town. The important
aspects to be considered in this design are:
•

Changes to the west entrance to Manor Walks;

•

Alterations to the edge conditions, to create
interaction between buildings and the square;

•

Views and pedestrian linkages to the West (See
1.14, 1.19);

•

Pedestrian linkages to the South (See 1.21);

•

Sunlight study to identify the most convivial part
so the space;

•

Curation of cultural and civic events, markets
etc;

•

Designing a space that can accommodate
both the exceptional and the everyday;

•

Providing sufficient, comfortable and high
quality seating in the right locations;

•

Providing sufficient high quality trees and
planting in the right locations. Related
interventions: 1.14 (II_02); 1.19 (CD_01);
1.21(CD_03).

KAPOK: Market Square, Sunderland
Flexible street furniture and lighting
accommodate different patterns
of use

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

The Market Square site, seen from
the West

Analysis of the area around the new
Market Square site

Loose furniture in a New York square
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THE INNER IDENTITY 02- THE CENTRAL CAR PARKING AREA
(See plan – II_02)
5.12

Analysis of the central parking area

The heart of the town is dominated
by the visual impact of parked cars

The central parking area between Marks & Spencer
and Manor Walks is an important arrival point
and urban provision. However the massive visual
impact of the swathes of asphalt and parked cars
detracts from the urban quality of the public realm
at the heart of the town. A strategic redesign of
this area, without significant reducing the parking
provision could go a long way to creating a town
centre which is easy to get to and nice to be in. In
particular, attention should be focussed on:
•

Incorporating landscape measures to reduce
the visual impact of parked cars – in particular
as seen from the new square;

•

More efficient pedestrian circulation;

•

Remodelling of unnecessary underpass

•

Incorporating planting and seating at edges to
enliven the frontages.

Related interventions: 1.14 (II_02); 1.19 (CD_01);
1.21(CD_03).
THE INNER IDENTITY 03- FORUM WAY / FORMER LIBRARY
(See plan – II_02)
5.13

Forum Way, seen from the West

Forum Way I an important access road to the Town
Centre and has important facilities located along
it. It is however designed as a characterless feeder
road. Simple alterations to this part of the centre
would help integrate the facilities on its South
side into the Centre and create a contribution
to the atmosphere of the Town Centre. Particular
attention should be paid to:
•

Studying improvements in connection with
redevelopment of the former library site;

•

Slowing traffic naturally with shared space
strategies and direct, on street parking;

•

Creating a high quality public realm through a
combination of well considered hard and soft
landscape.

Related intervention: 1.21 (CD_03).
Analysis of Forum Way
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URBANISING THE EDGE 01 - STATION ROAD
(See plan – UE_01)
5.14		Station Road is one of the major roads in
Cramlington that already has the potential to
become a street with building frontages, mixed
traffic and a lively public realm for pedestrians,
cyclists and cars. The remit for such a rethink of
this road is all the more urgent given the planned
Northern expansion of the Town Centre, in the
context of which Station Road will become a
central urban spine.

Station Road, looking East

		Attention should be paid to the following aspects in
the context of its reconception:
•

Creation of new building frontages where
feasible such as in the Western portion to mask
the service zone behind Argos and in the urban
design of the Northern expansion.

•

Slowing traffic naturally with shared space
strategies and surface level crossings and
material finishes.

•

Creation of a new Green adjacent to Sunniside

•

Investigate integrating roadside cycle path to
station

Related interventions: 1.24 (AA_03), 1.27 (AA_06)
RLD:
Grey Street Gardens, Newcastle

Analysis of Station Road

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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URBANISING THE EDGE 02 - DUDLEY LANE/LOW MAIN PLACE
(See plan – UE_02)
5.15

Analysis of Dudley Lane / Low Main
Place

Dudley Lane / Low Main Place represent a major
connecting element between the Town Centre,
Cramlington Village and the housing districts
of eastern Cramlington. At present there are
few buildings fronting onto the street and, whilst
traffic speed is restricted to 30 mph, the road
profile makes crossing at grade difficult. However,
observation of pedestrian movement shows that
at several locations, there is a significant need
for surface crossing points. We propose to rethink
this road as a more urban street and design it
accordingly, in particular:
•

Slowing traffic naturally with shared space
strategies and surface level crossings (with
central reservations) and material finishes.

•

Remove railings and declutter the public realm

•

Encourage more building frontage on the street

Related interventions: 1.20 (CD_02), 1.26 (AA_05)
URBANISING THE EDGE 03 - WESTMORELAND WAY 		
(See plan – UE_03)
5.16

Westmoreland Way - The service
areas of Town Centre Retail units

Westmoreland Way has a specific role for the Town
Centre, defining both its southern edge and being
a significant route for through-traffic going past the
Centre of Cramlington. There is little potential for
the urbanising approach proposed for some other
streets around the centre, but a well conceived soft
landscape approach could create a landscape
setting for the Town Centre from this location.
Important aspects in the design of this area are:
•

Masking unsightly backs / service areas

•

Introducing rural landscape elements as a foil
to the built-up centre

•

Dramatising entrances, junctions and crossing
points

Related interventions: 1.21 (CD_03), 1.25 (AA_04)

Vertical landscaping as visual
screen
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CONNECTING THE DOTS 01 FROM MARKET SQUARE TO THE STATION
(See plan – CD_01)
5.17

The pedestrian route from the site of the new
Market Square to the West is an important link,
connecting the Centre with the railway station,
Beaconhill and the proposed southwest extension
area. Whilst the new footbridge overcomes the
major barrier of the East Coast Mainline, the
connections from this bridge both to the centre
and the station are sub-optimal. We propose a
reappraisal of this connection to improve linkage
for pedestrians and cyclists in particular:
•

Reconfiguration of the car parking and paths
around M&S/McDonalds

•

Remodelling the unnecessary central
underpass

•

Landscape and lighting improvements along
the path through the copse towards the
station

•

Rationalising of bus-stops and surface crossings
to assist connection

•

Cycle parking provision at either end of this
route

The route past M&S to the Station
is difficult to find and cut off from
Manor Walks

The new footbridge is an important
link to the West, but getting here
from the Centre is convoluted

Related interventions 1.14 (II_02), 1.23 (AA_02)

Analysis of route from the Town
Centre to the Station
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RLD: Library Square, Newcastle
Natural pedestrian desire lines
structure the space - circulation and
seating find their natural place
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CONNECTING THE DOTS 02 FROM MANOR WALKS TO SEVENOAKS PARK
(See plan – CD_02)
5.18

Analysis of connection from Manor
Walks to the Sevenoks Park

The pedestrian connection between Manor
Walks and Sevenoaks Park is another point
where the needs of the public and the overall
urban conditions are out of tune with the present
configuration of the public realm. Sevenoaks Park
is a major connecting element between the Town
Centre and East and Southeast Cramlington. It
meets the Town Centre at a nexus point where the
main entrance to Manor Walks and a major cluster
of bus stops are located.
We propose investigation of the following aspects
for this location:

Excessive and unnecessary barriers
hinder surface access to the street
and bus stops

The treatment of underpass
embankments can create convivial
places
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•

Creation of an appropriate urban entrance to
Manor Walks with high quality

•

Removal of unnecessary railings and residual
green spaces.

•

Shared space strategies to encourage surface
level crossings with appropriate central
reservations and material finishes which further
slow traffic

•

Integration of cycle parking

•

Using soft landscape to create a real entrance
to Sevenoaks Park

Related intervention: 1.17 (UE_02)

On Dudley Lane next to Maonor
Walks, pedestrians prefer to move at
grade instead of using underpasses

Cramlington Landscape and Townscape Framework

5.

STRUCTURING THE TOWN CENTRE

CONNECTING THE DOTS 03 MARKET SQUARE TO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
(See plan – CD_03)
5.19

The pedestrian route south from the site of the
new Square is already a more important link than
the public realm would suggest, and with the new
square and town enlargement to the Southwest,
will become more important in the future. It is
used particularly intensely by children and young
people, as it connects the centre with Cramlington
Community High School. This connection should be
made more attractive and easier to use, by means
of the following:
•

Hard landscape improvements to the back
passage from the new Market Square past the
Phoenix pub to Forum Way, integrating public
art.

•

Eliminate nnecessary underpass under Forum
Way

•

Remodelling of the unnecessary underpass
next to the Phoenix, in conjunction with the
redevelopment of the former Library site.

•

Remodelling of the pedestrian cut between
Forum Way and Westmoreland Way which
creates an East-West barrier (new NS pedestrian
route at grade)

•

Amelioration of the access issues access to bus
stops on Westmoreland Way, either through
their relocation or landscape remodelling

•

Attractive lighting and landscaping along the
route

•

Generous cycle parking provision

Analysis of connection from Manor
Walks to the South

The underpass here is unpleasant,
over-dimensioned and largely
redundant

Related interventions 1.13 (II_01), 1.18 (UE_03)

Ramp and stair access to the
underpass
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ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 01SOUTHEAST ENTRANCE ROUNDABOUT
(See plan – AA_01)
5.20

Analysis of the Southeast entrance
roundabout

This roundabout junction is a major orientation point
for drivers arriving in the centre of Cramlington
from the South and Southeast. A dramatic
announcement of arrival in the heart of the town
at this location will assist orientation and create a
sense of civic identity, by means of:
•

A major landscape / Public Art feature, for
which the existing topography on the North
side offers a particularly suitable site

•

Contrasting treatments to the edges of Dudley
Lane (as an urban street) and Westmoreland
Way (soft landscape treatment) to highlight the
idea of choice at the junction

Related interventions 1.17 (UE_02), 1.18 (UE_03)
ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 02 NORTHEAST ENTRANCE ROUNDABOUT
(See plan – AA_02)
5.21

At present already a major junction for traffic to
Nelson Village and the station, the NE Business
Quarter, the Town Centre and Northumberlandia.
This significance will grow exponentially with the
realisation of the Northern enlargement to the Town
Centre. A second point of arrival should be marked
in the landscape around this junction, in the form
of:

•

A major landscape / Public Art feature

•

Integration with the urbanisation of Station Road

•

Surface crossings to accommodate pedestrian and
cycle traffic in harmony with the car.

•

Framing the view down Station Road

Example of an characterful, urban
treatment to a roundabout

Related interventions 1.16 (UE_01), 1.19 (CD_01)

Analysis of the Norrtheast entrance
roundabout
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ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 03 NORTHWEST ENTRANCE ROUNDABOUT
(See plan – AA_03)
5.22

The junction between Station Road and Cumbrian
Road is a major orientation point for drivers arriving
in the centre of Cramlington from the Northeast. We
propose to remodel this location as a third gateway
into the centre, taking into account:
•

The “double roundabout” as a feature of its
genius loci, treating both elements as one site

•

A significant landscape / Public Art feature

•

Integrated with the urbanisation of

•

Visual termination of the view along Station
Road from the West

Analysis of the Northwest entrance
roundabout

Related interventions 1.16 (UE_01), 1.17 (UE_02)
ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 04 WESTMORELAND WAY ENTRANCE JUNCTION
(See plan – AA_04)
5.23

The junction of Westmoreland Way and Forum
Way is one of three secondary junctions that mark
points where the approaching visitor changes from
going around the Town Centre to entering the
heart of the town. Whilst secondary to the gateway
junctions described above, these locations should
be given a specific treatment to assist orientation
and facilitate their use, incorporating
•

Surface pedestrian crossing points

•

Integrated signage

•

Possible consolidation of bus stops along
Westmoreland Way adjacent to this junction

Entrance to the Town Centre from
Westmoreland Way

Related interventions 1.18 (UE_03)

Analysis of the entrance junction on
Westmoreland Way

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 05 DUDLEY LANE ENTRANCE JUNCTION
(See plan – AA_05)
5.24

On Dudley Lane, entrances to the
Town Centre are poorly articulated

The second location of entrance into the heart of
the town is the junction of Dudley Lane and Forum
Way next to the Vue cinema. Despite a public
realm that is inhospitable for pedestrians, there are
many who cross over at this location. This should be
considered in its landscape articulation along with
the integration of appropriate signage:
Related interventions 1.17 (UE_02)

ARTICULATING ARRIVAL 06 STATION ROAD ENTRANCE JUNCTION
(See plan – AA_06)
5.25

Analysis of the entrance junction on
Station Road

The third location of entrance into the heart of the
town is in the centre of Station Road. This entrance
point is currently an undifferentiated green
swathe, but its design should be considered under
consideration of the following aspects:
•

Integration with the transformation of Station
Road and the Northern Quarter Town Centre
enlargement.

•

Anticipation of future pedestrian traffic
between North and South

•

Integration of the existing chapel into the public
realm

Related interventions 1.16 (UE_01)

The treatment of a junction can in
itself create drama, character and
orientation
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Entrance junction to the Town
Centre from Station Road
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Summary of the proposed
intervention areas

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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PRIORITIES AND PHASING
5.26

We have classified each of the interventions in one
of three levels of priority, according to their general
importance, ease of implementation, anticipated
effect and external dependencies.
The Inner Identity 01- The New Market Square
(See plan – II_01)
Priority:
1
Comments: Simple discreet project, largely 			
			
agreed with stakeholders
The Inner Identity 02- The central car parking area
(See plan – II_02)
Priority:
2
Comments: Complex dependencies, 				
			
improvements significant compared 		
			
to capital outlay
The Inner Identity 03- Forum Way/former Library
(See plan – II_02)
Priority:
3
Comments: Dependent on Library site 				
			redevelopment
Urbanising the edge 01- Station Road
(See plan – UE_01)
Priority:
2
Comments: Dependent on Northern Enlargement
Urbanising the edge 02 - Dudley Lane/Low Main Place
(See plan – UE_02)
Priority:
1
Comments: Improvements significant compared 		
			
to capital outlay
Urbanising the edge 03 - Westmoreland Way
(See plan – UE_03)
Priority:
2
Comments: Improvements significant compared 		
			
to capital outlay, easy to implement
Connecting the dots 01 - Market Square to the Station
(See plan – CD_01)
Priority:
1
Comments: Major improvement possible with 			
			minimal intervention

58

Cramlington Landscape and Townscape Framework

5.

STRUCTURING THE TOWN CENTRE

Connecting the dots 02 Manor Walks to Sevenoaks Park
(See plan – CD_02)
Priority:
1
Comments: Major improvement possible with 			
			
minimal intervention, co-ordination 		
			
with NCC necessary
Connecting the dots 03 Market Square to Community High School
(See plan – CD_03)
Priority:
2
Comments: Scope of landscape works requires 		
			closer study
Articulating arrival 01- Southeast Entrance Roundabout
(See plan – AA_01)
Priority:
2
Comments: Clarify ownership of surrounding open 		
			spaces
Articulating arrival 02 - Northeast Entrance Roundabout
(See plan – AA_02)
Priority:
2
Comments: Dependent on Northern Enlargement
Articulating arrival 03 - Northwest Entrance Roundabout
(See plan – AA_03)
Priority:
3
Comments: Scope of works requires closer study
Articulating arrival 04 Westmoreland Way Entrance junction
(See plan – AA_04)
Priority:
2
Comments: In case of Library site redevelopment 		
		
Priority 1
Articulating arrival 05 - Dudley Lane Entrance junction
(See plan – AA_05)
Priority:
1
Comments: Major improvement possible with 			
		
minimal intervention
Articulating arrival 06 - Station Road Entrance junction
(See plan – AA_06)
Priority:
2
Comments: Dependent on Northern Enlargement

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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6.

THE TIES THAT BIND

A1068

A189

The strategy applied to roads, streets and infrastructure
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The Network of roads, streets and
paths in Cramlington
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6.

6.1

The road network and its associated green space
present a major opportunity for transforming
perceptions of Cramlington. This is because the
road system penetrates all areas of the town and
it does so in broad corridors with extensive open
grass verges that provide an ideal template for
creating Rus in Urbe. There are enormous areas of
undifferentiated municipal grassland at the edges
of almost all major vehicular routes through the
town. The experience of the town of the urban
landscape for car drivers is dominated by the
character of such spaces.

6.2

Maintenance of these large areas of amenity
grassland is expensive and an endless task in the
summer season. If, however, these corridors were
used as the ground for introducing a more complex
landscape structure that included woodland,
scrubland, wetland, rural hedgerows and meadow
grassland with wild flowers, there could be a
maintenance saving in the longer term.

6.3

The key roads that can be utilized in this way (in
whole or in part) are as follows:

6.4

•

A1171;

•

A1172;

•

A1068;

•

A192;

•

B1505;

•

A171;

•

Northumbrian Road;

•

Nelson Drive;

•

Station Road;

•

B1326.

THE TIES THAT BIND

The character of roads in
Cramlington is dominated by
undifferentiated municipal
grassland

The maintenance burden of the
town’s public grassland is significant

The objective will be to significantly widen the plant
communities currently growing along the road
network and to do this based on native species as
identified in the National Vegetation Classification
System. To that end the following projects are
recommended:
Commemerative Wildflowers on
Dudley Lane

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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Example of an urban roundabout
treatment

6.5

•

Introduction of woodland communities based
upon NVC W16 Oak-Birch Woodland;

•

Introduction of meadow grassland and wild
flower communities based upon NVC MG5
Grassland and Germinal Seeds WF1 Flowering
meadow;

•

Creation of SUDS, swales and wetland by
shallow scrapes and introduction of wetland
communities based upon W6 wet Alder
woodland, MG9 Grassland and Phragmites
australis;

•

Introduction of pollinator strips on roundabouts
and some roadside verges based upon
Germinal Seeds WF19 Pollinators Paradise;

•

Introduction of rural hedgerows to screen back
garden fences based upon CPRE guide to
hedgerows.

In addition key roundabouts and junctions will be
used to locate landmark features such as public art
or landform sculpture.

Commemerative Wildflowers on
Dudley Lane
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6.6

Trials of wildflowers planting have taken place on
verges along part of Dudley Lane and they have
proved to be popular with residents. These need to
be built upon and augmented with new woodland
and hedgerow planting.

6.5

The design objective is to substantially replace
views of adjacent housing with views of the natural
world. There are many precedents for this in
other new towns such as Washington New Town.
Cramlington has sufficient green verges alongside
its road network to create this effect.

THE TIES THAT BIND

Green spaces with potential for “Rus
in Urbe” planting treatments
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7.

ENJOYING THE RURAL EDGE
The strategy applied to the edge of town
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7.

7.1

One of Cramlington’s great strengths is the
proximity and suddenness of the rural landscape.
One has only to pass over (or under) the outer
grid of roads to be in a true rural landscape: for
Cramlington has no suburbs,

7.2

Moreover, the nature of that rural landscape is
one that contains a high number of attractive
recreational areas. The reclamation of the former
scares of deep and open-cast mining has created
a pattern of woodland, wetland and nature
reserves that is accessible by an network of public
rights of way, particularly to the north east, east,
south east and south west (see Existing PROW Plan)

7.3

7.4

ENJOYING THE RURAL EDGE

The immediate rural surroundings
are an attractive recreational asset

This pattern of public access therefore gives access
to the following rural features of recreational value:
•

Route from Shankhouse to East Hartford; past
Church of St Mary the Virgin on Horton Road;
on to Hathery Lane; then eastwards to Blyth via
Low Horton Farm and Plessey Old Wagonway;

•

Route from High Pit Road; under A189 to
Stickley Farm and then A192;

•

Route from Southfield; under A189; towards
Seghill and a network of paths north of the
village;

•

Route from Arcot Lane; past Damdykes; over
the A 19; towards High Barnes and Dudley
Lane; and then to Wideopen;

•

Route from Lancastrian Road to Beacon Lane;

•

Route from Westmorland Road; over Railway
line to Beaconhill Glade; then either west
to Beacon Lane; or south to route from
Lancastrian Road;

•

Route from Beacon Lane; past Whitehall Farm;
through Arcot Golf Course; to Arcot Lane; with
a spur westwards to Fisher Lane.

Delightful public paths lie within
walking distance of the town

However, there are a number of highly attractive
recreational features that are only accessed by
walking along roads. This includes such regionally
important destinations as:
•

Plessey Woods Country Park to the north;

•

Northumberlandia to the north west and the
routes to Shotton and Blagdon Park to the west.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

Immediacy between an urban
environment and rural surroundings
creates a dramtic contrast
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The Green Network in and around
the town
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7.

7.5

There is clearly, therefore, an opportunity to
improve access to the countryside by the creation
of new routes to these two important destinations.
For a town that wishes to see itself regarded as the
Gateway to Northumberland, this is an important
goal. It may be that new development in the south
west sector could provide an opportunity for the
creation of a significant section of a route linking
Beacon Lane with Northumberlandia.

7.6

The route pattern could also benefit from better
signage to highlight the connectivity of the system
and the types of landscape and habitat that the
routes pass through.

ENJOYING THE RURAL EDGE

View from gardens on East
Cramlington to the rural edge

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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MAKING IT HAPPEN
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8.

IMPLEMENTATION AND THE NEXT STEPS
Turning strategy into reality
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8.

8,1

To effect the changes that are proposed in
the Framework and so change perceptions of
Cramlington will be the task of a generation; so
great is the scale of the interventions in the various
elements that comprise the town’s landscape and
townscape.

8.2

It will be a task that will require direct investment
into a series of environmental improvement projects
by local authority bodies such as Cramlington Town
Council and Northumberland County Council.

8.3

It will require the co-operation of those private
sector groups that are investing in the expansion of
the town in the south west sector and in the town
centre.

8.4

It will require the active support of the public
as residents in the town and as members of
community groups such as Cramlington in Bloom.

8.5

The first steps have been taken. A number of
proto projects have been set up including the
seeding of wildflowers along sections of Dudley
Lane in commemoration of the outbreak of the
First World War and the creation of a natural play
feature at Reedswood Crescent, East Cramlington.
Cramlington Council has also commissioned a
design for a new town square in the heart of the
town’s retail and recreational centre, by Manor
Walks; and expanded the maintenance team that
manages the town’s green infrastructure.

8.6

The next step will be to prepare cost estimates
for the interventions that are listed in the section
on improvements to Cramlington South east and
Cramlington East and develop these proposals into
a schedule of projects for implementation over the
next five years.

8.7

At the same time, the interventions in the road,
pedestrian and cycle way corridors of the town
can be broken into a phased programme of works
and costed for a similar schedule of projects for
implementation. It is likely that works on these
spaces will take longer than five years.

8.8

Such a sustained effort will require monitoring to
ensure progress is efficiently achieved. For that
reason we recommend the Framework Plan is
reviewed over a five year period.
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8.9

The proposed interventions outlined in this
document should not be seen simply in terms of
guidelines for the allocation of capital for public
space, but should be appraised in the light of other
broader issues such as long-term cost savings
for future maintenance, as well as the benefits
of involving the community more closely in the
development, upkeep and appropriation of their
public realm.

8.10

Several aspects of the Framework require more
detailed and specific study at a town-wide scale to
describe them more specifically, in particular:

8.11
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•

Public Art in the town and the development of
the landscape. A dedicated Public Artworks
Masterplan, oriented towards the points of
focus outlined here would allow the town to

•

The potential of district sub-centres, a study
covering both economic as well as an urban
and landscape design perspectives would
enable the town to develop existing and
potential amenity hubs in complementary and
realistic manner.

Our concrete proposals for the outlying districts
of the town, focused on Southeast and East
Cramlington address conditions which are in many
cases typical for Cramlington as a whole. Whilst
Southeast and East Cramlington can be used as a
test-bed to try out landscape approaches which
can be adjusted for application across the town,
further studies for the other districts should be
commissioned to explore the application of these
ideas in the larger context.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS
8.12

Recent investment in the Cramlington’s
employment, entertainment, cultural and retail
base indicate a town that is expanding and
diversifying; a town that is coming of age. With
more investment due in the south west sector and
in the town centre, this points to the next few years
being ones of strong growth.

8.13

It is time for the town to build upon the planning
of the last fifty years and secure its place as a
Gateway to Northumberland by investing in
its landscape and townscape to become a
contemporary garden town.

8.14

Such a project will require the united efforts of
the public and private sectors and the support
of the residents of Cramlington, but it is eminently
achievable.

8.15

Success would enable it to become one of the
premier towns in the county of Northumberland.

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

73

APPENDICES

74

Cramlington Landscape and Townscape Framework

1:

THE BRIEF

2:

POLICY BACKGROUND

3:

CONTEXT ANALYSIS AND APPRAISAL

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok

75

D.

APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1:		

76

THE BRIEF
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APPENDIX 1

1.

Cramlington Town Council issued a brief for this
study which sets the parameters for the Framework
plan.

2.

The need for the framework arises from the need
for “strategic direction as well as implementation
guidelines for the ongoing development of the
landscape in and around Cramlington.”

3.

The plan is to focus on the landscape “as both
a natural and cultural entity, considering parks,
recreation and open space as well as landscape
considerations for other land uses such as housing
and commercial developments.”

4.

The plan is purposefully called a framework and not
a masterplan:

THE BRIEF

“It is a plan of ideas to guide Cramlington into
the future, it is not fixed or finite in design. The
framework plan establishes a set of principles to
guide the implementation of key and fundamental
improvements to the public realm and associated
landscape. It will guide the preparation of more
detailed proposals considering materials, finishes,
street furniture, topography, lighting and planting.”
5.

The Framework plan shall establish a “Vision” for
the landscape and public realm, which develops
Cramlington’s existing landscape and townscape.

6.

This shall then be followed by a legible
implementation programme to guide ongoing
landscape works. The aims and objectives of the
Framework plan are:
•

“High quality public realm: to create attractive
streets and spaces;

•

Vitality: to create landscape settings that
promote usage;

•

Easy to understand: to promote landmarks and
views that help people find their way around;

•

A quality landscape: to create a high quality
landscape made up of distinctive landscape
character areas;

•

A distinctive place: to create a distinctive
focus for movement;

•

A secure place: to provide an environment that
is both welcoming and secure;

Robinson Landscape Design & Kapok
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7.

•

Consider the development of the landscape
and the careful design of spaces between
buildings to create an attractive and safe
environment for all;

•

Create a responsive landscape that is
receptive to contemporary ecological needs.”

Delivering the Framework Plan will require,
“...a phased programme of works looking initially
at two wards: Cramlington South East and
Cramlington East. The plan will be informed by
analytical and research phase of the existing
conditions of the landscape and the influences
that have informed its character. The framework
will be presented as a set of plans and text reports
summarising the characteristics of the landscape
of Cramlington and identifying opportunities and
initiatives for the existing landscape.
This will include:

8.
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•

A comprehensive site analysis, identifying key
landscape areas; activity zones; character
areas; inventory and site context;

•

A review of relevant past and present
landscape policy and planning documents;

•

Review and understanding of Cramlington’s
landscape heritage, culture and legacy;

•

Key actions to deliver the vision through;

•

Consultation with Town Council staff involved
in the ongoing development and care of the
landscape.”

A number of key character areas are identified as
being fundamental components of the Framework
plan including:
•

“Primary infrastructure: roads, roundabouts and
development plot entrances/gateway sites;

•

Secondary roads and development plots;

•

Approaches – connections, pedestrian/cycle
movement – rural lanes and rights of way;

•

Residential and retail (areas);

•

Parkland;

•

Semi-natural areas of landscaping;
Watercourses; Habitat and ecology (areas).”
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THE BRIEF

Finally, speaking of Identifying Opportunities and
Initiatives, the brief notes that,
Principal design objectives will be applied and
adopted for the landscape proposals such as:
•

Maximise greenery and trees along streets and
spaces in keeping with the overall landscape;
introduce boulevard planting and hedging;

•

Enhance wild space network and establish
connectivity and links among natural systems,
neighbourhoods and key activity areas;

•

Promote consistency in the quality and
treatment of the public realm; to establish a
strong sense of place through the promotion of
a locally distinctive character;

•

Promote sustainable design principles and
SUDS;

•

Consider seasonal landscapes and landform to
identify place;

•

Promote Cramlington’s urban and natural
environmental and cultural connections;

•

Inform members of the Town Council, schools
and businesses on the benefits of a sustainable
urban landscape and the economic and
aesthetic value of the landscape;

•

Develop proposals alongside Green
Infrastructure;

•

Enhance visual and physical connectivity;

•

Introduce tangible design references which
can act as points of identity e.g. landmark
corners, gateways, landscape focal points,
lighting and signage;

•

Create safe environments, addressing crime
prevention and community safety;

•

Ensure environments that are accessible to all
and that give priority to pedestrian and cycle
access and provide linkages and integration
with surrounding uses and open spaces;

•

Consider opportunities for a mix of uses,
buildings and landscaping;

•

Consider opportunities for public art;

•

Provide, conserve and enhance biodiversity
and create linkages between green spaces
and wildlife corridors.”
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APPENDIX 2

1

2

POLICY BACKGROUND

The policy background is in a state of change.
Northumberland County Council’s Local Plan is
currently its adopted Core Strategies and the saved
policies of the former local planning authorities
that made up Northumberland before local
government reorganisation in 2009. NCC is currently
preparing a Core Strategy and Delivery Document
that will replace the adopted and saved policies.
This will:
•

Set out the strategic planning policies of the
Council;

•

Provide the planning principles to guide
future development and planning decisions in
Northumberland up to 2031;

•

Set out the scale and distribution of new
development up to 2031;

•

Include allocations for housing and
employment.

NCC has yet to issue a full draft Core Strategy;
they have issued a Stage 2 of the Preferred
Options for Housing, Employment and Green Belt
for Consultation. In this document, Cramlington is
identified as follows:
“2.20 Cramlington: Has a sub regional role as
a centre for industry, and houses the largest
concentration of manufacturing businesses
in Northumberland, including a cluster of
pharmaceuticals companies. It is a prime
location for inward investment because of the
quality of its environment. The redevelopment
of the town centre, including a cinema, and
the construction of a new specialist emergency
care hospital, to the east of Cramlington has
strengthened the role of Cramlington.”

3

It goes on to acknowledge:
“2.24 Cramlington continues to be recognised as
a prime location for inward investment due to
the quality of its environment.”

4

The existing Green belt runs along the northern
edge of Valley Park and along the northern edge
of the Arcot Hall golf course and woodland.

5

The preferred strategy for Cramlington is to,
“9.37 ...sustain and grow the town as a subregional employment centre, building on
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previous investment in its physical and social
infrastructure to improve the County’s contribution
to the diversification and competitiveness of the
regional economy.”
6

7

8
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Cramlington Town Council is working on a
Neighbourhood Plan and has just completed an initial
consultation stage on the development issues facing
the town. Issues that local councillors have identified
include:
•

Derelict buildings;

•

Better employment opportunities;

•

Affordable housing;

•

Concern about lack of control of town centre
development;

•

The need for better guidance of street on street
scenes and street design;

•

Need for more community facilities;

•

Better planned green spaces;

•

Community/public transport/

•

School capacity and parking/drop off;

•

Need for more cemetery space.

Key environmental issues include:
•

Securing important landscapes;

•

Enhancing wildlife and biodiversity;

•

Securing the town’s built heritage;

•

Maintaining green open spaces.

Key transport issues include:
•

Public transport;

•

Town centre parking;

•

Cycle/pedestrian routes;

•

Road improvements.

9

The Neighbourhood Plan is a work in progress.

10

On a National Level, the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning
policies for England and how these are expected to
be applied. It states that the purpose of the planning
system is to achieve sustainable development; and it
identifies three roles for the planning system to realise
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this:

11

•

An economic role – contributing to building a
strong economy;

•

A social role – supporting communities by
providing a supply of housing; and by creating a
high quality built environment; and

•

An environmental role – contributing to protecting
and enhancing our natural, built and historic
environment; and as a part of this, helping
to improve biodiversity, use natural resources
prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and
mitigate and adapt to climate change including
moving to a low carbon economy.

For the purposes of the document, it is what the NPPF
says on the quality of the built, natural and historic
environment that is of relevance. NPPF identifies 12
core land use planning principles. Those touching
landscape/townscape matters include:
•

“Always seek to secure high quality design and
a good standard of amenity for all existing and
future occupants of land and buildings;

•

Take account of the different roles and character
of different areas, promoting the vitality of our
main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts
around them, recognising the intrinsic character
and beauty of the countryside and supporting
thriving rural communities within it;

•

Contribute to conserving and enhancing the
natural environment and reducing pollution.
Allocations of land for development should
prefer land of lesser environmental value, where
consistent with other policies in this Framework;

•

Promote mixed use developments, and
encourage multiple benefits from the use of land
in urban and rural areas, recognising that some
open land can perform many functions (such as
for wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, carbon
storage or food production);

•

Conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate
to their significance, so they can be enjoyed for
their contribution to the quality of life of this and
future generations;

•

Actively manage patterns of growth to make the
fullest possible use of public transport, walking
and cycling, and focus significant development in
locations which are or can be made sustainable.”
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRAMLINGTON
1

The first record of the Manor of Cramlington is from
the reign of King Stephen in 1135, when land was
granted to a Nicholas de Grenville at Plessey: at this
time there were medieval villages at Horton and
West Hartford. However, the name Cramlington
indicates the possibility of an earlier settlement as
it is thought to be of Anglos-Saxon or Danish origin.
A local register of chaplains begins with John the
Clerk of Cramlington (c1163 – 1180): the register
continues to the present day.

2

From the 12th century, its history has been mostly
rural incorporating several farms and the parish
church of St Nicholas (built 1865-68). Coal mining
in the area had been established by the mid 13th
century, when coal was possibly exported from
Plessey to London (there are traces of a wagon
way constructed about 1700 to take coal to Blyth
for shipment).

3

Cramlington in the 19th century was described
as a fertile area of the county “with a fine sea
prospect”, but it was also in that century that
several coal mine shafts were sunk. The village
contained four farmsteads: East, Middle, West and
Hall Farm. Of these West Farm and Middle Farm
survived although they have other uses. In 1870-72
John Marius Wilson’s Imperial Gazetteer of England
and Wales described Cramlington thus,
“Cramlington, a chapelty in St Andrew parish,
Northumberland; on the North east railway, near
the river Blythe, 63/4 miles SSE of Morpeth. It has
a station on the railway, and a post office of the
name of Cramlington, Northumberland. Acres,
3492. Real property,£37417; of which £25451 are
in mines. Pop., 3301. Houses, 675. The property is
divided among three. Coal is largely worked. The
living is a p. Curacy in the diocese of Durham.
Value £100. Patron, Sir M. W. Ridley Bart. A new
church, at a cost of about £3000 was built in 1868.”

4

The first deep pits were sunk about 1825 and grew
during the following decades. Colliery villages grew
around the new mine heads as at Shankhouse,
High Pit, East Cramlington, West Cramlington and
East Hartford. The railway station was opened in
1874 on the London to Edinburgh line.
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Annie Pit (ca. 1920)

5

By 1900 the Cramlington Coal Company has
a number of local pits in operation, including
Cramlington Betsey Pit, the High Pit, Lamb Pit
and Amelia Pit at Shankhouse. By the 1930s
the company had been taken over by Hartley
Main Collieries; Cramlington Pit had 509 men
underground and 180 above ground.

6

The progressive decline of the coal industry in the
20ty century saw these pits cease production and
the collieries reclaimed. In 1964 Cramlington was
chosen by Northumberland County Council as
the location for a new “township” and developers
such as Leech began developing large housing
estates which form the basis for the various districts
of Cramlington. These estates include (construction
dates given):

Station Road (1925)

Cramlington Picture Hall (ca. 1920)

CFAAX Airship Shed (1929)
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•

Northburn (1980s-90s);

•

Eastfield (1970s; and some in mid 1990s);

•

Westwood (1980s);

•

Southfield (1970s)

•

Southfield Gardens (early 2000s);

•

Mayfield (prior to designation and in late 1960s);

•

Whitlea (1960s and early 1970s);

•

Barns Park (1970s);

•

Parkside (1970s);

•

Beacon Hill (1970s);

•

Beacon Lea (1970s)

7

In 2000 the town had a population of 30,000; and it
is estimated that in 2010 the population was 33,000.
Unlike other post-war urban creations such as
Stevenage or Peterlee, Cramlington did not qualify
for New Town status.

8

During the First World War, the north east of England
was protected by No 36 Home defence Squadron.
This was formed at Cramlington in February 1916
and the town became an important base for
military aircraft and airships (a reference is made to
Cramlington airfield is made in W E Johns 1935 book
The Black Peril in the popular Biggles series. The
Airstrip Station was at Nelson Village
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THE TOWN TODAY
9

10

Cramlington has a built form that is typical of the
ere in which it was first planned, with a distinctive
retail and community central area close to the old
village and a series of peripheral residential and
employment districts located around the centre.
The whole is connected by a network of primary
and secondary roads, the former describing a
box in which the town sits. Like many of the UK
New Towns, Cramlington has an extensive bicycle
and pedestrian network, the majority of which is
segregated from the road system.
The town centre is a vibrant retail and recreation
area containing with recent new development that
include recent additions such as:
•

Vue Cinemas;

•

Marks and Spencer

11

It also contains the Cramlington Library and
Information Centre situated next to the Concordia
leisure centre.

12

The built form of the town is one set by the principal
and secondary road network, which is draped like
an irregular grid over the town within which sit the
various district residential areas, the town centre
and employment areas (see fig 1Traffic Network.
This shows the town sits adjacent to a two major
trunk roads – the A19 running along the southern
boundary of the site; and the A189 which runs
along the site’s eastern edge. These two roads
meet at a large traffic junction in the south east
corner of the site, from which springs Cramlington’s
central road – the A1171. This road is the primary
spine road of the town, running through the centre
of the town as Dudley lane and then Westmorland
Way, to connect with the A192 that ruins along the
northern boundary of the town. The western edge
of the town is contained by the line of the A1068
Fisher Lane, which connects with the A19 south
west of the town.

13

Cramlington at Allensgreen (1968)

A network of secondary roads and lanes run off
from this grid of main roads to give access to the
various districts, including:
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•

The B1505 along the eastern edge of
Shankhouse, Eastfield, Mayfield, Klondyke,
Collingwood and Southfield; and close to the
western edge of East Cramlington;

•

Village Road that runs between Mayfield and
Klondyke;

•

Cumbrian Road that runs between Parkside \
and Cramlington Village;

•

Northumbrian Road that runs along the
southern edge of Shankhouse and between
Parkside and Eastfield;

•

Horton Drive and Durham Road that run
through Shankhouse;

•

Station Road that runs east/west along the
northern edge of the town centre and Beacon
Hill; and

•

Nelson Drive, Nelson Way and Nelson Road that
run through the employment area, dividing it
into a series of smaller industrial estates and
business parks.

Cramlington Railway station

14

The corridor of the East Coast Main Line running
through the centre and the arcing away to the
west, Cramlington Station has a local usage with
direct connections to Newcastle, Metro Centre,
Morpeth, Pegswood, Widdrington, Acklington,
Alnmouth and Chathill and connections for the
Edinburgh to London Kings Cross East Coast Main
Line.

15

The effect of this pattern of roads and railway lines
is to divide the town into a series of distinct areas
including:

Cemetery, East Cramlington

Housing form the 1950s in
Cramlington with open front
gardens to the street
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•

Town and village centre;

•

District residential areas;

•

North western employment area.

16

Recent development additions include the new
hospital on land east of the A189 and south of
East Cramlington. This is a major investment on
the town’s doorstep that should, have a positive
effect on perceptions of Cramlington. It is a striking
building set in a high quality landscape.

17

Further development is expected in the south
west sector, where new housing is planned; and
in vacant land located to the north of the existing
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town centre that is planned for town centre
expansion.
18

19

The town today sits in a countryside setting that
contains a high proportion of woodland. The
woodlands to the east are primarily the results of
colliery reclamation; while those to the west and
south west are the product of estate management.
These are mature or maturing woodlands and they
give the town a strong landscape framework. The
recent addition of the sculpture Northumberlandia,
built from open cast coal waste on a site
approximately midway along the town’s western
edge, gives this part of the landscape setting a
strong identity that is popular with tourists and
visitors.

Terraced hoses and street in East
Cramlington

The existence of a grid or roads on the four
boundaries of the town give it a dramatic transition
from urban to rural. There are several footpath and
bridleway routes that run into the countryside from
the town.

Aerial View of Northumberlandia
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ISSUES - ARRIVING IN CRAMLINGTON
20

Approaching Cramlington from the west, along
the A1068 Fisher Lane, one sees the wooded
landscape setting of the town and little in the way
of built development. This will change as the south
west sector is built out, but the retention of Arcot
Hall and its estate and golf course, will still make
this one of the more rural approaches to the town.
Northumberlandia is briefly visible as the road
turns to approach the central road into the town.
The town to the south is substantially screened by
woodland as one enters the duelled carriageway
of Station Road; the employment area north of
the road is less well screened. The approach to the
town centre along Station Road is characterised by
a series of roundabouts. There is no strong sense of
arrival; but the woodland paten of this part of the
town is strong.

21

Arriving from the south along the A1171, whether
from the connection with the south east
roundabout, from the slip road from the A19 or
from the B1319 from Dudley Farm, the entrance to
the town is marked with a roundabout containing
two landforms and a stone planter. This is the
commencement of Dudley Lane. To the south west
and south east of the roundabout are woodland
and scrubland and this screens the southern
housing districts until one enters the lane. The effect
is to give a sudden entrance to the town.

22

The Moor Farm Roundabout (junction of the A19
and the A189) has a slip road which gives access
into the town either along the A1171 (heading west
towards Dudley Lane) and the B1505 (heading
north along the eastern edge of the town towards
Shankhouse. This choice of approaches occurs
in the south east corner of the town with the
woodland of Valley Park as a backdrop. It is a
woodland landscape entrance. Heading west
towards Dudley lane, the woodland continues on
either side of the road. Heading east and north
towards Shankhouse, the woodland thins to reveal
the eastern edge of Southfield and Collingwood.
Passing the recreation grounds the road takes on
the appearance of a street.

23

There are two points of access from the A189 at
a point midway along the town’s boundary: one
by Mayfield for traffic heading south and one by

Roundabout approach

Roundabout approach

The profiles of streets are often
dimensioned for significantly higher
speeds than are allowed.
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East Cramlington for traffic heading north. The
entrance by East Cramlington and Klondyke is
onto a secondary road (B1326) with housing visible
along the northern side of the road. Passing under
the A189, this access comes to a junction with the
B1505 and visible housing beyond. This is a sudden
entrance to an older part of Cramlington, with no
celebration of the start of the town. Similarly, the
entrance by Mayfield is sudden and uncelebrated,
moving swiftly from an A road to a street.
24

A third access is at the junction with the A1061. The
entrance is from a descending and curving road
into an area of green space with houses backing
onto it and a roundabout junction with the A1061.
The houses, in the middle distance are visible. It is a
functioning roundabout entrance into one of the
tertiary estate distributor roads and to the B1505
heading g northwards along the eastern edge of
Shankhouse. There is little sense of celebrating the
arrival.

25

There is an access into Cramlington at an
approximate midpoint on the A192 that runs along
the northern edge of the town: this is the northern
entrance into the A1171 central spine road through
the town. The northern boundary of the town
is almost completely planted with a scrub and
woodland screen, which runs into the town on both
sides of the A1171. This entrance is again one into
a woodland and scrubland road corridor with no
gateway features.

26

The final entrance is from the A1068 Fisher Lane,
into Nelson Way and the employment area. This is
an entrance from a road corridor that has been
planted on both sides into an estate road. It lacks
any sense of arrival and has a utilitarian character.

27

Arriving by station is to arrive at a halt with little
character and extensive car parking along the
roadsides. A footpath link runs along the eastern
side of the wooded railway corridor, where it
connects with a pedestrian bridge over the line
and into Beaconhill.

28

The entrances to Cramlington vary in size and
character. Most have approaches that are cloaked
in woodland and scrubland. Some entrances
are sudden. Only one (at the southern end of
Dudley Lane) has a gateway feature. Unless one
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has knowledge of Cramlington, there is little to
distinguish one entrance from another.
29

The landscape and urban design challenges that
arise from this are as follows:
•

Lack of arrival;

•

Lack of a hierarchy or a pattern of landmarks to
enable easy recognition of place.

Low walls create well qualified open
spaces with visual connections to
the public realm

Commeorative Wildflowers on
Dudley Lane
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ISSUES - MOVING AROUND CRAMLINGTON
30

Moving around Cramlington by car by car is
relatively easy because the town was designed
to be so travelled. The grid of primary, secondary
and tertiary roads enables rapid movement to the
various parts of town.

31

Unfortunately, the ubiquity of the road network and
general monotony of the road corridors can make
the experience bewildering for the newcomer.
There is a relative lack of the usual landmarks that
people use to navigate their way around towns.

32

Moving around by foot or by bicycle is similarly
easy, due to the planned network of cycleways
and footpaths. These often are completely
divorced from the road network, with underpasses
to enable movement across main roads.
Signage can be poor or out of date; and the
underpasses are unattractive and badly lit. The
network is incomplete in some areas (for example
Northumberlandia is difficult to cycle to without
using the primary and secondary road network.
As a general rule, the cycleway network is more
comprehensive in the north eastern and south
eastern parts of the town. The cycleway livery is old
fashioned.

33

There is clear evidence of some sections of road
that are without pavements being walked by
pedestrians, particularly in the vicinity of bus stops.
Some of these will require an extension of the
pavement.

34

The footpath connection through the town centre
and towards the station has been disrupted by the
Marks & Spencer development and it is in need of
review and amendment

35

That part of Dudley Lane that runs between the
town centre and the village centre/Seven Oaks
Park has the character of a road, yet levels of traffic
that are comparable with other local town centres.
There is a latent potential to turn some of these
roads into streets.

Cycle way in Southeast Cramlington

At certain times of the day, the
pedestrian network is intensively
utilised.

Typical pedestiran path / cycle way
in Cramlington
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36

Typical cycleway and footpath
within the green network of
Cramlington

The landscape and urban design challenges that
arise from this are as follows:
•

Visual impact of road movement in some
areas;

•

Lack of adequate car parking in the town
centre;

•

Poor quality of car parks;

•

Monotony of the road corridors;

•

Lack of landmarks for instinctive navigation;

•

Intrusion of heaviest traffic flows in and around
the town centre;

•

Prevalence in the town centre of roads instead
of streets;

•

Need for extension of the cycleway system
westwards;

•

Potential for upgrading the cycleway livery;

•

Poor state of underpasses;

•

Need to safely accommodate pedestrian
desire lines.

Typical underpass in a residential
neighbourhood
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ISSUES - BEING IN CRAMLINGTON
37

The experience of being in a town should be about
interaction with people: in a variety of locations, for
a variety of attractions and uses and at a variety of
times. The greater the range of choices, the better
the experience.

38

Cramlington is growing and its retail and
recreational attractions are growing with it. But the
quality of the public realm in the town centre that
provides the physical setting is in poor in terms of
materials and design. There has been no attempt
to reinforce local character by design codes for
either the village centre or the town centre. Some
parts of the town centre are in transition and have
footpaths that abruptly end in car parks. Car
parking is a problem, particularly at weekends.

39

The residential districts have street patterns
that reflect the date of their construction, with
extravagant areas of amenity grassland that
offers little to residents by way of landscape or
recreational benefit. The presentation of a variety
of poor quality rear garden fences is a frequent
and depressing boundary feature. Entrances are
undemonstrative.

40

There are a number of parks, but they all are in
need of sustained investment to improve their
landscape character and utility. Similarly, the
recreation grounds are in need of landscape
improvements to their settings.

41

There is a visual clutter of a legacy of
uncoordinated street furniture, paving, signposts,
planters, bus stops and litter bins. There are also
areas where the incidence of street trees is low by
modern standards.

42

The quality of the green landscape is undermined
by the monotony of large areas of amenity
grassland and the suppression of natural features
such as watercourses.

Miner’s cottages in East Cramlington

Back yards in Miner’s cottages

School children coming home in the
afternoon
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43

Roundabout, Norhteast Cramlington

The landscape and urban design challenges that
arise from this are as follows:
•

Lack of local distinctiveness between the
component parts of the town;

•

Lack of distinctiveness for the town and village
centres;

•

Poor quality public realm;

•

Lack of coordination on street furniture and
materials ;

•

Relative absence of public art;

•

Existence of breaks in the pedestrian
movement pattern;

•

Poor structure to the landscape of the town,
with a dominance of amenity grassland;

•

Dull parks.

Recent housing estates in
Cramlington with high fence to the
public realm
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CONCLUSIONS
44

Whilst the town is growing, there is a legacy
of its piecemeal development in the lack of
distinctiveness for arriving, moving around or simply
being in Cramlington. The town has a tremendous
latent potential to improve its landscape and
townscape by a purposeful commitment to the
creation of structure and character.

Sculpture on a church, Southeast
Cramlington
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