Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan
Community Engagement

Cramlington Town Council is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan.
The Plan will be prepared by local people.

It will influence how decisions are made about new
development in Cramlington. It will cover matters such as the
location and appearance of new housing, shops, offices,
businesses and leisure development.

The Plan will also identify a range of actions the Town Council
think are important to take in improving the environment in and
around the town for the benefit of residents, businesses and
visitors.

We held some community engagement events during the
spring and summer in 2014. The comments made at those
events have helped us identify some critical issues which we
feel could be covered in a Neighbourhood Plan.
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Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan: Your Invitation

The Town Council now intends to engage directly with the local community to discuss the critical
issues and the potential actions and policies we need to develop through the Neighbourhood
Plan. We will be seeking the support of local people to confirm that we have identified the right
issues to tackle in the Plan, and to identify any other matters that should be covered.

The Plan will be an important document guiding development in the town over the next 15 years.
To secure the future of the town as a successful and pleasant place in which to live, work or visit
we must plan to provide new housing, jobs, services and facilities to support healthy, sustainable
active communities throughout the town. This is your chance to get involved in planning the future
for your town. Please take this opportunity to accept your invitation to respond to this consultation
and get involved in the Discussion Session. If you can come along please confirm your
attendance using the contact details provided.

Where: Digital Youth, Top Floor, Dudley Court Offices, Manor Walks.
When: 25" February, 6-8.00pm
Contact: Bob Baker,01670 707831, cramlingtontc@gmail.com

We have prepared a consultation document setting out our proposed ‘Vision’ and ‘Objectives’ for
the Neighbourhood Plan and have identified some potential Policy Areas and Community Actions
to help deliver these. This Executive Summary briefly describes the content of our consultation
document.

Cramlington - Critical Issues

Sustainable development of the economy.

Delivery of housing to support local communities and the
economy.

Provide and maintain the infrastructure and services
necessary to support communities across Cramlington and
the sustainable growth of the town

Promoting social and economic inclusion.




A Vision for Cramlington

Cramlington will continue to grow, becoming a successful sustainable community. It will strive to
become the main town in the county and one of its principal gateways. Cramlington will be
transformed into Northumberland’s Garden Town thereby creating a distinct identity for its residential
and business communities and visitors.

Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan: Objectives

The Town Council has considered how a Neighbourhood Plan can assist in addressing the ‘Critical
Issues’ and how the ‘Vision’ may be realised. We have devised a set of 11 Objectives which are
described in more detail in the main Consultation Document. These cover the following subjects:

1. Investing in our Infrastructure

2. Protecting our Public Spaces

3. Enhancing our Open Spaces

4. Improving our Environment

5. Promoting Sustainable Modes of Transport

6. Integrating Sustainable Transport Modes

7. Improving our Town Centre

8. Completing our Town

9. Extending Choice in the Housing Market

10.Extending the Provision of Social,
Recreational, Educational and Cultural
Facilities

11.Reinforcing Cramlington’s Sub-regional
Employment Role




Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan: Planning Policies

The main purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan is to create locally distinctive ‘Planning Policies’. Planning policies are an essential part of the Town &
Country Planning system in England. Decisions on planning applications must normally be made in accordance with planning policies. To help in
realising the ‘Vision’ for Cramlington, thereby allowing the town to achieve its full potential, we have suggested a number of areas where Planning

Policies could be created to support the Plan’s ‘Ob

jectives’.

Infrastructure (1)
I1 Provision of infrastructure.
I2 New cemetery and allotments.

Environment (E)
E1l Local Green Space.

E2 Open space standards.

E3 Provision of open space.

E4 Landscape enhancement.
E5 Sustainable urban drainage.
E6 Public spaces in town centre.
E7 Local nature reserves.

T2 Active travel plans.

T3 Town centre car parking.

T4 Cycling facilities..

T5 New footpaths and cycleways.
T6 Signage to the town centre.

H2 Sites for new housing.

H3 Housing mix; tenure, size, type.
H4 Provision of affordable homes.
H5 Design quality.

H6 Building standards.

Town Centre (TCe)
TCel Protect existing town centre.

TCe2 New town square.
TCe3 Town centre expansion.
TCe4 Town centre parking.
TCeb Diversification of uses.

South West Sector (SWS)
SWS1 Development Framework.

Transport (T)
T1 New public transport facilities.

Housing (H)
H1 Quantity of housing growth.

Employment (Emp)

EMP1 Safeguarding employment land.
EMP2 Environmental improvements.
EMP3 New economies.

EMP4 Improve its commercial offer.
EMP5 Live/work units in the SWS.

Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan: Community Actions

Although Neighbourhood Plans are mainly prepared as Planning Policy document, they can also include other matters important to life in a local
community. The Town Council wants to take the opportunity to include a range of ‘Community Actions’ in the Plan which we can then deliver or
use to influence beneficial changes for the community where action is required by others such as the County Council. The Plan therefore
identifies a range of Community Actions which, if implemented, would improve the wellbeing of the communities in the town and people who work

in or visit Cramlington.

Infrastructure (1)

IC1 Suitable site for a new cemetery.

IC2 Activities for young people.
IC3 Lighting, signage, safe routes.

Transport (T)

Environment (E)
EC1 Current and planned spaces.

EC2 Use of litter and dog waste bins.

TClIinvestment in public transport.

TC2 Public transport and timetabling.
TC3 School, town centre, work routes.

TC4 Active travel plans.
TC5 Pedestrian/vehicle priorities.

Housing (H)

HC1 Manage existing housing stock.

Town Centre (TCe)
TC1 Manage car parking effectively.

Employment (Emp)

EMPCL1 Access to lifelong learning.
EMPC2 Local access to education.
EMPC3 Reduce worklessness.
EMPC4 Garden Town marketing.

EMPC5 Superfast broadband.
EMPC6 Business premises for start-up.




