
CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in The Community Room, 1st 

Floor, Concordia Sports Centre, Cramlington, on Thursday 5th January 2017 at 6.45pm.  

Present: Councillors: Cllr Ambrose (Chair of Town Council), Cllr Whisson, Cllr Mitcheson, Cllr Pidcock, 

Cllr Cole, Cllr Hepple, Cllr Collins, Cllr Graham, Cllr P Flux, Cllr B Flux and Cllr Daley. 

Officers: Mr B Baker – Town Clerk, Mr A Harvey - Administrative Officer, Daryl Wood - Services 

Manager, Mr J Harvey - Finance and Audit Officer, Mr Philip - Solderquest NCC Head of Housing. 

Also Present: Members of the public: 14 

PART 1  

APOLOGIES 

There we no apologies received. 

CO 001/17 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
The Chair offered his condolences on behalf of Cramlington Town Council for the passing of Owen 

Kerry. 

CO 002/17 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 3rd November 2016 were agreed and signed as a 

true record. 

CO 003/17 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

Cllr Hepple declared an interest in item 5. 

 

CO 004/17 SYRIAN REFUGEES 

Mr Philip Solderquest, NCC Head of Housing gave a verbal update to the Council on the resettlement 

of Syrian refugees. 

Mr Solderquest outlined that the process has gone well with 4 families arrived on 8th November and 

praising the level of support from the community such as the Welcome Chapel. 

Mr Solderquest stated the next batch of families were due to arrive in March 2017 and in the 4 year 

program a possible 48 families in total could be arriving.  

Cllr Hepple praised Cramlington for welcoming the refugees. 

Cllr Collins stated his thanks and that he was overwhelmed by the generosity of residents. 

Cllr Collins asked if G4S were buying properties in Cramlington and if they were buying cheaper 

houses or houses grouped together. Mr Soderquest advised Cllr Collins that G4S have a contract 

with the Government for asylum seekers and they do buy or rent properties to accommodate 

asylum seekers. The County Council are not affiliated with this scheme but they try to work closely 

together and influence which properties they use for accommodation. 

Cllr Graham asked if there were currently a storage facility for donations being made. Mr Soderquest 

advised Cllr Graham that they were currently looking into a storage facility located in Blyth. 



Cllr Pidcock requested a myth buster on the Town Council Website. 

CO 005/17 BUDGET 2017/18 

The Town Clerk gave a verbal report on the outcome of consultation on the proposed Town Council 

precept for 2017/18. Only received one response had been received and consequently Council was 

asked to confirm that the precept for 2017/18 remain unchanged at £104.43p for a Band D 

equivalent dwelling. 

Cllr Daley questioned the lack of a response. 

The Town Council approved the recommendation that the precept for 2017/18 remain unchanged 

at £104.43p for a Band D equivalent dwelling. 

 

CO 005/17 BUDGET MONITORONG REPORT 

 Mr John Harvey presented the Council with a budget monitoring report for the period to 31st 

December 2016. 

Mr Harvey stated that the Council’s current financial standing was satisfactory and expressed his 

concern with the inconsistent billing received by Northumberland County Council regarding VAT for 

services provided. 

Cllr Collins asked what “support services” were. The Town Clerk advised that these costs referred to 

fees paid to self-employed staff providing the Council with financial, communications and 

administrative support. 

Cllr Collins asked why legal services costs had been incurred. The Town Clerk replied that these were 

fees paid to Collingwood Legal for its services. 

Mr Harvey stated that the Council is very transparent and that all financial information is available 

on the council’s website. 

CO 006/17 PUBLICATIONS SCHEME 

The Town Clerk advised on changes made to the Publications Scheme on the advice of the ICO. The 

key change was that information on council meetings would in future largely be made available on 

the Council’s website rather than on notice boards. 

The Council approved the revised Publications Scheme. 

CO 007/17 REVISIONS TO COMMUNITY CHEST ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA  

Cllr Ambrose gave a verbal report on why revisions to the Community Chest should be made. The 

Town Clerk outlined that the main change would be to remove individuals from applying. 

The Council approved the proposed changes to the criteria. 

C008/17 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Cllr B Flux asked if a meeting would be arranged for Allotment holders. The Town Clerk advised that 

a meeting will be held with invitations to the Post Office and Arcot Allotment Associations. 

The Council noted the minutes. 



C009/17 MEMBERS QUESTIONS 

Cllr Whisson stated there was a lot of rubbish in East Hartford and asked if this could be looked into. 

The Town Clerk advised Cllr Whisson that the issue was dealt with earlier in the week.  

 

PART 2 

Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 members of the 

Public and Press are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

C010/17 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND RACIAL ABUSE 

The Town Clerk gave a verbal report on the recent occurrences of anti-social behaviour and racial 

abuse in Cramlington. 

The Town Clerk advised the Council that a preliminary meeting of a working group had taken place 

with representatives of Manor Walks management, the police and town councillors with a view to 

commissioning an anti-racism campaign and a pilot detached youth workers scheme designed to 

identify why groups of youngsters congregated in parts of the town and what diversionary activities 

could be provided. 

Cllr Daley expressed the view that an anti-racism campaign must be handled sensitively to avoid 

negative perceptions of Cramlington.  

Cllr Graham asked how soon this can go ahead. The Town Clerk advised the scheme could be up and 

running in the next 4 weeks. 

The Council agreed that in association with Arch it would share the funding of the projects to a 

maximum cost on its part of £7,000. The Town Clerk in consultation with the Chair was authorised 

to seek bids for the proposed projects from appropriate organisations with the capacity to 

undertake the work involved and to liaise with Arch on sharing costs. Subject to the agreement of 

town councillors involved with the working group the Clerk in consultation with the Chair was 

further authorised to commission work from appropriate bidders. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm 


