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CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in 
Mayfield Community Centre, Cramlington on Thursday 5th February 

2015 at 6.45pm.  
 

Present:  
 

Councillors:  
Cllr Mitcheson (Chair of Council), Cllr Ambrose (Vice Chair of Council), Cllr 

Cole, Cllr Whisson, Cllr Pidcock, Cllr Hepple, Cllr Graham, Cllr Daley, Cllr P 
Flux.  

 
Officers:  

Mr B Baker – Town Clerk 

Mrs J Nash   – Deputy Town Clerk  
Mr A Harvey – Administrative Assistant 

 
Also Present:  

Members of the Public: 10 
 

PART 1 
 

APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr B Flux and Cllr Collins. 

 
CO176/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman announced that there is to be a Discussion Session in 
relation to the Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan.  This will be held at 

Digital Youth, Top Floor, Dudley Court Offices, Manor Walks on 

Wednesday 25th February 2015 between 6.00 pm and 8.00pm. 
 

CO177/15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Cllr P Flux requested that all future Minutes state either “P” Flux or “B” 

Flux and not “Cllr Flux”.  The Minutes of the last meeting held on 
Thursday 8th January 2015 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

 
 

CO178/15 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
Cllr P Flux declared a personal interest in Agenda item 7. 
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CO179/15 INSPECTOR PAM BRIDGES, NORTHUMBRIA POLICE 

Inspector Pam Bridges attended Full Council to give members an update 
on Crime relating to Cramlington. 

 
Burglary  

Burglary includes burglary dwelling which is to houses and burglary other 
than dwelling which relates to sheds not attached to the house and to 

commercial premises.  
 

Burglary Dwelling offences have been reduced compared to the same 
period last year from 29 to 35 offences which is a reduction of 22%.  

Burglary remains a priority and wherever possible intelligence will be 
obtained and acted upon in order to recover outstanding stolen property.  

Cramlington sector has not seen the offences of burglary which have 
occurred in some other areas.    

 

Criminal Damage  
There were 235 offences of criminal damage compared to 242 for the 

same period last year which is a reduction of 2%.  Criminal damage 
offences are mostly committed overnight with sporadic damage to 

unattended motor vehicles such as smashed windscreen, wing mirrors or 
paintwork and damage to dwellings by a missile thrown at a window.  

Cramlington NPT was recently tasked to investigate a series of offences of 
criminal damage and have resulted in several arrests and persons 

interviewed as voluntary attenders. Tenancy enforcement visits have 
been undertaken and it is anticipated when enquiries are completed a 

number of the offences will be detected to improve the current positive 
outcome rate (current 16% previous 29%).  

 
Vehicle Crime  

Theft From Motor Vehicles - there have been 49 offences compared to 83 

in the same period last year which is a reduction of 35%.  There was one 
spate of 5 offences at the end of January.    

 
TWOC - Taken Without Owners Consent - there have been 19 offences 

compared to 10 in the same period last year which is a rise of 61%. 
However, in the last month there has only been one TWOC. Theft of Motor 

Vehicle 9 offences so far this year all bar 2 of which relate to theft of 
motor cycles.  Only 2 offences in the last month.  

 
In addition to ensuring tasking and briefing for officers and staff is 

current, follow up house to house enquiries are made by officers and 
CSOs from the NPT in order to locate witnesses and any CCTV. Crime 

prevention advice is given wherever possible to premises such as shops 
and to victims of crime.  Keeping valuables out of site and locking doors is 

an effective way of preventing crime as well as reporting any rowdy or 

suspicious noises heard overnight.  
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Violence Against the Person (VAP) 

  
Violence against the person with injury there are 125 offences compared 

with 127 for the same period last year which is a reduction of 4%. 
  

Violence against the person without injury there are 106 offences 
recorded compared to 63 for the previous year an increase of 61%. 

  
Violent crime in Cramlington results from domestic incidents or disputes 

rather than in relation to licensed premises. The level of injury is normally 
less serious injury such as actual bodily harm e.g. a black eye or a 

common assault.  There has only been one offence of grievous bodily 
harm reported in the past month and this was detected. 

 
As discussed previously rise in recorded violent crime includes issues of 

harassment which includes breach of non-molestation orders, harassment 

orders for domestic violence and restraining orders indicating increased 
confidence in victims to report crimes. Officers continue to take positive 

action to support victims of domestic abuse utilising powers including 
Domestic Violence Protection Notices and Orders. Also Operation 

Sanctuary will continue to support vulnerable victims and victims of 
sexual abuse.  

 
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)  

Youth ASB continues to show a reduction however non youth ASB has 
increased by 1%. The Neighbourhood Policing Team continue to work with 

local high schools to engage with students and obtain community 
intelligence as well as provide inputs regarding consequences of ASB and 

crime to aid prevention and reduce offending and risk taking behaviour.  
Cramlington has an active Pub watch Scheme where police work closely 

with licensed premises. 

 
Members were given the opportunity to ask Inspector Bridges questions. 

 
Cllr Whisson asked in relation to car crime do offenders target more than 

one car in any one incident?  There were five cars targeted recently in 
daughter’s street. 

More than one car is unusual.  The crime that is referred to is still under 
investigation. 

 
Cllr Graham asked what is a Dispersal Order? 

The dispersal power is a new flexible power which could be used in a 
range of situations to disperse anti-social individuals and provide 

immediate respite to a local community. The new dispersal power will give 
the police the power to disperse individuals or groups causing or likely to 

cause ASB in public places. 
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The new power will be authorised by an officer of at least the rank of 

inspector and will not require consultation with the local authority. Two 
conditions will need to be met for a dispersal order to be given. 

 
Firstly, the officer has to have reasonable grounds to suspect that the 

behaviour of the person has contributed or is likely to contribute to, 
members of the public in the locality being harassed, alarmed or 

distressed, or the occurrence of crime or disorder. 
 

Secondly, the officer has to consider that giving a dispersal order to the 
person is necessary for the purpose of removing or reducing the likelihood 

of ASB, crime or disorder. The direction can be given to anyone over the 
age of 10. The officer will be able to return children under 16 home or to 

another place of safety if they are behaving anti-socially and are not 
accompanied by an adult.  

 

Cllr Mitcheson asked about police powers in relation to parked cars on 
double yellow lines as this is a huge problem on Clifton Road? 

The local authority took over the enforcement of parking.  If there is an 
issue of road safety then the Police will respond. 

 
Cllr Pidcock asked about the recent Violence Against Women and Girls 

Strategy introduced by Vera Baird.  Has Northumberland implemented the 
initiative of a refuge worker attending a domestic violence call with a 

Police Officer? 
The Strategy outlines a number of initiatives for victims in relation to 

Domestic Violence including a victimless prosecution.  There is a lot of 
hard work being done.  However, this is not being rolled out every time at 

the moment. 
 

Cllr P Flux asked that for future reference if a PACT meeting is to be 

cancelled can sufficient notification be given? 
Noted. 

 
Questions were then opened up to members of the public.    

 
Mr Swinburn asked if there were still police officers on bikes in the 

Community?  They were very effective in the Eastfield area. 
Police officers still use bikes especially on cycle paths and certain hot 

spots.  They are an important policing tool. 
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Mr Hill relayed two incident of where Police were not interested in 

recovering suspected stolen property or a Class B controlled drug. 
Inspector Bridges was disappointed in the Police response and re-assured 

Mr Hill that police do need to recover stolen property for forensic analysis 
in order to detect crime.  With regard to the Class B controlled drug again 

Police do need to seize it.  Sincere apologies for the way in which these 
two incidents were dealt with by Police officers.   

 
Members thanked Inspector Bridges for attending and giving a very 

informative presentation. 
 

CO180/15 EAST CRAMLINGTON CONSULTATION 
The Town Clerk reported that the Landscape proposals for the East 

Cramlington area were on display.  Members of the public were 
encouraged to take a look and pass any comments to the Town Council.  

A Consultation Day was held on Tuesday 20th January 2015 at Mayfield 

Community Centre which was well attended. 
 

CO181/15 .    REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP  
Members were asked to consider a request from the Magistrates’ Court 

Mock Trial Competition Local Organiser for a £100 donation towards the 
Magistrate’s Court Mock Trial Competition 2015. 

 
It was resolved that members agreed to the donation of £100. 

 
CO 182/15 MEMBERS QUESTIONS 

Cllr Pidcock asked if anyone had an update on the closure of Morrison’s 
store in Cramlington? 

 
Cllr Daley reported that staff had been served with redundancy notices.  

Formal closure will take place on 29th March 2015.  As Morrison’s do not 

own the land rent was one of the deciding factors for closure.  NCC must 
ensure that the land is not left derelict and that the 47 staff being made 

redundant is supported. 
 

Cllr Hepple agreed that this appeared to be a commercial decision. As the 
Town Council were not involved he agreed with Cllr Daley that the issue 

of the land and staff were very important. 
 

Cllr Daley proposed that the Town Clerk issue a press release. 
 

It was resolved that the Town Clerk would issue a press release.  
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PART 2 

 
Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960 members of   the Public and Press are 
excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be 

transacted. 
 

 
CO 183/15 COMMUNITY CHEST APPLICATION 

Members were asked to consider a Community Chest Application of £300 
from the South East Youth Service. 

 
It was resolved that members agreed the £300 Community Chest 

Application. 

 
 

 
Meeting closed at 7.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed___________________________________________ 
 
 
Dated ____________________________________________ 


