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CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in Beaconhill 
Community Centre, Cramlington on Thursday 8th January 2015 at 6.45pm.  
 
Present:  
 
Councillors:  
Cllr Mitcheson (Chair of Council), Cllr Ambrose (Vice Chair of Council), Cllr Cole, Cllr 
Whisson, Cllr Pidcock, Cllr Hepple, Cllr Graham, Cllr Daley, Cllr P Flux and Cllr B 
Flux.  
 
Officers:  
Mr B Baker – Town Clerk 
Mrs J Nash   – Deputy Town Clerk  
Mr A Harvey – Administrative Assistant 
 
Also Present:  
Members of the Public: 8 

 
PART 1 
 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Miley and Cllr Collins. 
 
CO167/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no Chairman’s announcements. 
 
CO168/15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
Cllr Flux made the point that there was no mention in the Minutes the discussion 
regarding pass porting the Council Tax Support Grant.  The Deputy Town Clerk 
confirmed that the decision was recorded at CO165/14 (4).  The Minutes of the last 
meeting held on Thursday 4th December 2014 were agreed and signed as a true 
record.  
 
CO169/15 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
The Town Clerk read the following statement regarding advice from the Monitoring 
Officer on “Twin Hatters”. 
  
“If they are an opposition member or a backbencher with little responsibility then their 
influence would be seen as minimal and it is unlikely then that their interest as a 
member of NCC would be seen to be so significant that would it constitute a 
prejudicial interest in which case they could remain in the meeting to consider issues 
such as local asset or service transfer.  If, however, they are, for example, the 
relevant portfolio holder on the NCC executive then they are, more than likely, to be 
conflicted out through a prejudicial interest in which case they would have to 
withdraw from the meeting.  Our advice would even go so far as to say that if they 
are simply a member of the Executive then they are also conflicted out because of 
the perceived potential to be able to influence the matter”. 
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Cllr Hepple, Cllr Daley, Cllr Flux and Cllr Pidcock declared an interest in Agenda 
Items 5, 7 and 9. 
 
CO170/15 COUNTY OFFICE STRATEGY 
Mr Leo and Mr Ledger from NCC attended the Council meeting to give an update on 
the County Office Strategy.  NCC is working to create an infrastructure. Manor Walks 
is to incorporate a new Adult Learning facility.  There will be evening and weekend 
classes as well as corporate offices.  It is envisaged that staff will not necessarily be 
office based to minimise parking.  There is no official policy on parking and there are 
limited permits available. 
 
Mr Ledger confirmed that they are looking at the whole property portfolio across the 
County.  Significant investment has been given to Concordia Leisure Centre with the 
addition of a ten pin bowling facility, a large permanent soft play, and larger 
gym/studio space with the café re-locating to downstairs.  There are plans for co-
location of services with the library and customer services being re-located into 
Concordia.  
 
Cllr Mitcheson asked if the old library site had actually been sold? 
Mr Leo confirmed that contracts had been exchanged with the exception of one 
planning issue still to be addressed. 
 
Cllr Graham asked if there were still plans for a Spa Suite in Concordia? 
Mr Leger said that they were still looking at the Business Plan. 
 
Cllr Whisson commented that the removal of the indoor bowls facility for the elderly 
was a shocking and very short sighted decision. 
Mr Ledger confirmed that the decision was not taken lightly. 
 
Cllr Mitcheson asked if the new library is to be re-located into Concordia Leisure 
Centre what is to happen to the current building? 
Mr Leo explained that it would generate surplus office space and bring more services 
to the Town Centre.  Discussions are still ongoing. 
 
Cllr Mitcheson asked what would happen to the Capital Receipts from Hammersons? 
Mr Leo confirmed that the majority of the money would go back into Northumberland 
County Council to maintain and update current accommodation. 
 
CO171/15 MEETINGS 2015 
A draft schedule of meetings had been circulated to members for approval. 
 
It was noted that the General Election is to be held on Thursday 7th May 2015.  
Therefore, the Annual General Meeting of the Town Council will be held on Thursday 
14th May 2015.  The Services Committee to be held on Thursday 21st May 2015. 
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CO172/15 COUNTY BUDGET CONSULTATION 
The County Council has produced a County Budget Consultation paper which was 
previously circulated to members.  The paper sets out proposals to the County 
Budget for 2015/16.  The paper identifies actions that it intends to take but there is 
no detail as to where the specific cuts will be.   The consultation closes on the 23rd 
January 2015 and members are invited to comment. 
 
Cllr Flux wanted to reiterate the point regarding pass porting the Council Tax Support 
Grant from County to the Town Council. 
 
The majority of members felt that this issue had been exhausted. 
 
Cllr P Flux wanted it noted that not all members agreed with this view. 
 
It was resolved that the Town Clerk would make a general response.    
 
CO173/15 AUDIT PANEL 
Under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) the Town Council will be 

allowed to appoint external auditors. Previously external auditors for local councils 

were nominated by the Government. The Town Council’s current auditors are BDO 

who are a Portsmouth based accountancy company. For a number of reasons 

previously explained to the Council, including high costs, the Council’s internal 

auditor and the Town Clerk have been dis-satisfied with the service provided by BDO 

and would recommend the appointment of alternative external auditors for the 

2016/17 and future years. New auditors for 2016/17 must be appointed no later than 

31st December 2015. 

The Act requires that the appointment of new auditors be undertaken by a Panel of 

councillors and independent people or residents. Councillors must also be in a 

minority. It is recommended that the panel comprise 3 councillors and 4 independent 

members. 

To set up a panel it is proposed that the Town Council advertises for the 4 

independent members of the Panel in January. To avoid any suggestion of political 

preference it is suggested that the Council’s internal auditor and the Town Clerk 

undertake the final selection. 

Council is recommended to:  

1. Agree the appointment of new external auditors from 2016/17 onwards. 
2. Agree the arrangements proposed for the appointment of independent members 
3. Nominate 3 town councillors (2 Labour and 1 Conservative) to serve on the Audit 
Panel. 
 
It was resolved that members agreed to the recommendations.  The vacancies 
will be advertised at the end of January.  The town councillors are Councillor 
Mitcheson, Councillor Graham and Councillor Collins.  A further update will be 
given in April. 
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CO 174/15 PLANNING APPLICATION FOR FORMER CRAMLINGTON LIBRARY 
SITE 
 
Full Council considered an application (14/04059/OUT) for the demolition of the 
former library at Forum Way, Cramlington and the erection of units for A1 and D2 
use classes with associated parking, servicing and landscaping. Council made the 
following observations: 
 
1. The Town Council regrets the loss of a valued community asset and the proposed 
sale of the former library site to the private sector. But given that such decisions 
have already been taken by the County Council it accepts the need for the site to be 
redeveloped. 
 
2. It cannot, however, support the current application. The Council’s principle 
objections are: 
 
• There is no evidence to suggest the need for further retail or leisure provision 
in the town centre; there are vacant units remaining in the South Mall and Manor 
Walks and a recent Action for Market Towns study advised that further development 
should be contained within the existing shopping centre. There is particular concern 
this proposal will lead to further fast food outlets. 
 
• Whilst it is acknowledged that some additional parking will be provided there 
is concern that it will be subject to a 4 hour restriction as is imposed in other parking 
areas in the town centre managed by Hammersons. As a consequence of limited all 
day parking staff working in the town centre park in adjacent residential areas and 
this clearly causes a nuisance to residents. The current proposal will exacerbate this 
problem and will mean that the only unrestricted parking area in the town centre will 
be at Smithy Square with approximately 40 parking spaces. The relocation of 
significant numbers of NCC staff will further add to this problem. 
 
• Vehicle access will create further congestion on Forum Way. A traffic 
management scheme for the town centre is urgently required to avoid repetition of 
the gridlock experienced over the recent Christmas period. Also of concern is 
pedestrian access. The proposal will lead to a significant increase in pedestrians 
crossing Forum Way and there are concerns over safety of the proposed crossing 
arrangements. 
 
Cllr Flux proposed that the Town Council note its objections to NCC. 
 
Cllr Whisson seconded the proposal. 
 
There was one no objection recorded. 
 
It was resolved that the Town Clerk would draft a response to NCC. 
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CO 175/15 MEMBERS QUESTIONS 
There were no Member’s questions. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed___________________________________________ 
 
 
Dated ____________________________________________ 


