
CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in Cramlington Community Centre, 
Cramlington Village on Thursday 4th April 2016 at 6.45pm.  
 
 
Present:  
 
Councillors:  
Cllr Whisson (Chair of Council), Cllr Ambrose (Vice Chair of Council), Cllr Mitcheson, Cllr Pidcock,  
Cllr Cole, Cllr Graham, Cllr Daley, Cllr P Flux and Cllr B Flux, Cllr. Collins. 
 
Officers:  
Mr B Baker – Town Clerk 
Mr A Harvey, Administrative Assistant, Mr J Harvey, Internal Auditor: Cramlington Town Council 
Mr Frank Stiles, Inspector Pam Bridges,  
Also Present:  
Members of the Public: 35  
 
Petition 
Mr Mark Swinburn of Eastfield presented the Chair of the Council with a petition calling for the 
withdrawal of proposals for improvements to the Village Square. Whilst questioning the accuracy of 
the information provided by the petition organiser to signatories the Council agreed that in view of 
the level of opposition to the current scheme plans will be out on hold until detailed proposals had 
been drawn up which would be subject to wide consultation prior to works being undertaken. 
 
 
 
PART 1 

 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Miley and Cllr. Hepple 
 
CO 255/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chair announced that an afternoon tea would be held at the Welcome Chapel on 21st April to 
mark the Queen’s 90th birthday. Anyone born between 1926 and 1945 was invited to attend. 
 
CO 256/15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 3rd March 2016 were agreed and signed as a true 
record. Cllr Collins questioned why a question he had raised relating to allotments in the Auditor’s 
report had not been minuted. The Clerk advised that the question had not been answered owing to 
an on-going internal investigation and that minutes were not a verbatim record of the meeting and 
the arguments used in discussion need be recorded only if the decision cannot be clearly expressed 
in any other way. Cllr Collins’ question did not materially affect acceptance of the report and 
consequently it was not considered appropriate to record his second question. Cllr Collins further 
proposed that all future meetings should be recorded to assist the accuracy of minutes. The 
proposal was not supported by Council. 
 
CO257/15 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
Cllrs P&B Flux indicated an interest in a community chest application from Skills4U. There were no 
further disclosures. 



 
CO 258/15 STREET ART 
Mr Frank Stiles addressed the Council on progress with the feasibility study to pilot street art in 
Cramlington. He provided several examples of his work and suggested 3 themes on which works 
could be based: 

 Cramlington garden town 

 Industrial heritage 

 Modern industry 
Cllr Flux advised consultation was essential. Cllr Graham asked if any sites had been identified at this 
stage and was informed several possibilities were under consideration subject to discussions with 
owners. Cllr Daley suggested the aviation history of Cramlington could be considered. Cllr Cole 
supported the general view that subways were not suitable locations for art work due to the risk of 
vandalism. Cllr Pidcock advised using local historians and asked what the public reaction had been to 
earlier works undertaken by Frank Stiles. She was informed that the response had always been 
overwhelmingly positive and that work had not experienced significant vandalism owing to the close 
involvement of local people. 
Mr Stiles report was noted. A further report will be presented on conclusion of the feasibility 
study. 
 
CO 259/15 POLICING MATTERS 
Inspector Pam Bridges outlined current issues for the Police in Cramlington including anti-social 
behaviour, criminal damage and burglary. She further outlined preventative work being undertaken 
with particular reference to work with schools and youth organisations to reduce youth anti-social 
behaviour. 
Cllr Cole raised the issue of criminal damage to cars and asked if it was Police policy to attend 
accidents. The Inspector replied that the Police must attend where someone is injured and in all 
cases drivers must exchange details. Cllr Flux expressed concern over graffiti and youths 
congregating in subways and asked if the Police had a strategy for dealing with this. He was advised 
that the Police will intervene where appropriate and have dispersal powers but this must be used 
proportionately. Cllr Collins asked if special constables were still used. The Inspector replied that 
they were and two were based in Cramlington. 
 

CO160/15 MEMBER’S QUESTIONS 

There were no questions. 

 
PART 2 
 
Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 members of   the 
Public and Press are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
 
CO 261/15 COMMUNITY CHEST APPLICATIONS 
(1) Skills4U 
Cllrs P&B Flux declared an interest in this application. 
It was agreed to donate £500 towards enhancements to East Hartford 
(2)St. Nichols Church Group 
It was agreed to donate £500 towards the upkeep of the church yard. 
(3)Jubilee Lodge 
It was agreed to donate £500 towards the sensory garden project. 
 



 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
Signed___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Dated ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


