
CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL held in Cramlington Community Centre, 
Cramlington Village on Thursday 3rd March 2016 at 6.45pm.  
 
 
Present:  
 
Councillors:  
Cllr Whisson (Chair of Council), Cllr Ambrose (Vice Chair of Council), Cllr Mitcheson, Cllr Pidcock,  
Cllr Cole, Cllr Hepple, Cllr Graham, Cllr Daley, Cllr P Flux and Cllr B Flux, Cllr. Collins. 
 
Officers:  
Mr B Baker – Town Clerk 
Mr A Harvey, Administrative Assistant, Mr J Harvey, Internal Auditor: Cramlington Town Council 
Mr M Firek, NCC; Mr P Rutherford, NCC; Mr T Garnick, NCC, Mr M Podevyn, Sustrans. 
 
Also Present:  
Members of the Public: 7  

 
 
PART 1 
 
APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Miley.  
 
CO 246/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no announcements.  
 
CO 247/15 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 4th February 2016 were agreed and signed as a 
true record.  
 
CO248/15 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
Councillor Hepple indicated a potential interest in respect of item (5) Neighbourhood Plan, but was 
advised this was a personal but non-prejudicial interest.  
 
CO 249/15 WALKING AND CYCLING INITIATIVE  
This Item was brought forward with the agreement of the Council. 
Mr Firek outlined progress with the initiative with specific reference to the preparation of “doorstep 
walks” publicised and signposted to commence in the spring. Work was also underway on a 
recreational running plan and running routes. The purpose of these initiatives was to encourage 
much wider participation in physical exercise by all age groups. 
Mr Podevyn circulated plans of proposed cycle routes and provided examples of the signposting that 
could be used and funded by NCC Highways. He requested feedback on these proposals and 
suggested the possibility of setting up a local focus group to test proposals. 
Cllr Collins was concerned about the poor maintenance of underpasses and proposed these be given 
priority. Cllr Daley proposed colour coding underpasses as part of the route signing proposals. 
Cllr B Flux expressed the need for adequate consultation on signage. Mr Podevyn indicated that 
owing to the number of signs planned a whole town consultation would be needed. Cllr Hepple 



proposed that any consultation must involve schools and Cllr Daley suggested a launch date which 
coincided with the Northumberland School Games. 
 
Mr Firek agreed that points raised would be discussed at the next meeting of the Working Group set 
up to progress the initiative. 
 
The content of the presentation was noted. 

 
CO 250/15 CRAMLINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Mr Rutherford gave an outline of progress advising that a work programme had been agreed and 
draft consultation papers on housing and green papers had been prepared. The main channels for 
consultation would be NE23 magazine and the Council’s website. Mr Rutherford also advised a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment must be undertaken and a housing assessment was desirable. 
Cllr Daley expressed concern over the failure of developers to deliver affordable housing targets; Cllr 
Flux proposed that the Neighbourhood Plan should only allocate the number of new houses 
proposed in the Core Strategy. The Clerk suggested that the Neighbourhood Plan figure of 4,200 new 
houses was a more realistic assessment that took into account “windfall” planning consents not 
identified by the current draft of the core strategy. 
 
It was agreed: 
The Council set aside £8,000 to fund Environmental and Housing Assessments. To offset this 
expenditure the Clerk will apply to Locality for a support grant.  
 
CO251/15 WINTER SERVICES PROGRAMME 
Mr Garnick gave a brief explanation of the purpose and work of the Partnership which was now in 
year 3 of a 5 year agreement. He stressed the importance of a specification based on outputs and 
customer satisfaction and suggested that major improvements to the quality of maintenance had 
been achieved through the Partnership. 
Cllr Daley expressed concern with the level of roadside litter and the need for higher levels of 
enforcement and the possibility of looking into practices adopted in Bedlington. 
Cllrs Flux and Pidcock praised the work of the Partnership. 
Cllr Collins asked if enforcement could be taken against owners of vehicles causing ruts on verges. 
He was advised this was being looked at through the Partnership Board. 
Cllr Hepple proposed a letter of appreciation be sent to Partnership employees. 
 
The presentation was noted. 
 
 

CO152/15 FINANCIAL MONITORING REPORT AND AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Mr Harvey introduced the Financial Monitoring report which covered the period to 1st March 2016 

and indicated a possible underspend of 37,000. 

Cllr Collins asked for clarification of what constituted “support services” and was advised these 

related to auditor’s fees. 

Cllr Cole raised several detailed questions to which Mr Harvey responded. He suggested Councillors 

should receive a full transaction report and was advised this was available on the Council’s website. 

Cllr Hepple pointed out that the Audit Panel received a full transaction report and had given 

assurances that the Council’s finances were in order. 

Mr Harvey introduced the Auditor’s Report and reported the Council’s financial management 

systems were sound but that further vfm reviews and systems development would be undertaken 

during the coming year. 



In respect of 2015/16 he identified specific failings in respect of VAT reclaims, vehicle usage 

monitoring and allotment records and rent collection. He gave an assurance that steps had been 

taken to address these issues. 

 

The Financial Monitoring and Auditor’s Reports were noted and agreed. 

 

CO153/15 MEMBER’S QUESTIONS 

1. The Chair asked if the Council wished to continue its twinning agreement with Ratingen. 

Members felt that the Council did not have sufficient resources to maintain this link and derive 

sufficient benefits to justify expenditure. 

It was agreed the Clerk would advise Ratingen officials of the Council’s decision. 

2. The Chair asked if the Council wished to arrange any activity to commemorate the Queen’s 90th 

birthday. 

It was agreed in principle to do so and to ask the Services and Events Committee to make 

appropriate arrangements.  

 

 
PART 2 
 
Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 members of   the 
Public and Press are excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
 
CO 254/15 COMMUNITY CHEST APPLICATIONS 
(1) Cramlington Town FC 
It was agreed to donate £500 towards the club’s “soccer tots” initiative. 
 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 
 
 
 
Signed___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Dated ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 


