
                                                    CRAMLINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 
         

 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
29th JANUARY 2015 AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, CRAMLINGTON 

 
 
Present:           

    
 Cllr. T Ambrose (Chairman) 

Cllr. J Cole (Vice Chairman) 
 

Cllr. P Flux 
Cllr  J Collins 
 

In Attendance: R Baker, Town Clerk, C Strugnell (Persimmon/Bellway), Mr J Cowans, NCC Planning. 
34 members of the public were in attendance. 
 
Apologies: Cllr Ann Mitcheson 
 
 
PT44/14 Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2014 were agreed. 
 
PT45/14 Declarations of Interest 
Cllr P Flux declared an interest in respect of both applications to be considered on the grounds that 
she had previously signed a petition opposing these developments. 
 
PT46/14 Consultation on the Northumberland Local Plan (Core Strategy) 
Mr Cowans outlined the key issues to be addressed and the approach adopted by the strategy to 
address these. He emphasised that it was a growth strategy designed to respond to concerns over an 
aging population and the probability that the labour force will decline by 2031 without intervention. 
The distribution of employment land has still to be finalised but current estimates suggest a 
minimum of 3,800 additional houses will be required in Cramlington over the plan period to arrest 
population decline.  
Concerns were raised over the need for housing outside the South West Sector but it was stressed 
that the figure of 3,800 should be regarded as a minimum. The Clerk reminded the Committee that it 
had previously urged NCC to increase the housing allocation for Cramlington to around 5,000. 
The Committee noted Mr Cowans’ presentation and confirmed their support for the growth strategy 
underpinning the development plan. 
 
PT47/14 Consultation on Planning Applications 
Cllr P Flux withdrew for this item. 
(a) Application No. 14/04099/OUT: land north of station road Cramlington Northumberland: outline 
application for up to 480 dwellings. 
(b) Land East of Aged Miners Homes Crow Hall Lane Cramlington Northumberland: Outline 
application for a commercial development 
These applications were considered together. 
Ms Strugnell outlined the proposal stating 10% of the development would be affordable housing and 
20% of the land area would be open space. She confirmed that there was sufficient capacity in local 
primary schools and at CLV and that there was strong demand for further retail development 
particularly given the likely growth in population over the next 5 years. 
Cllr Collins questioned the evidence for new retail space given the number of empty units at Manor 
Walks. It was suggested that this reflected the continuing impact of the recession but would change 
as the economy improved. Cllr Collins also raised concerns over the levels of styth gas affecting the 



housing site. He was assured that the ground investigations had not revealed major issues in this 
area and that as a matter of course all new housing would be built with membranes to ensure no 
problems arise. He further asked for the developers to consider a much wider barrier between 
Westwood Grange and the new development. 
Cllr Cole raised several concerns including: 

 The proposed density of the housing development 

 The need for more open space 

 The potential for congestion resulting from the developments 

 The need to ensure any S106 funds achieved from the development were used to benefit  
Cramlington 

 The impact of and need for a further fast food outlet in the town centre 
He further stressed the need for the construction of the Station Road relief road as part of the first 
phase of any development. 
 
Points raised by councillors were reiterated by several members of the public. 
 
It was proposed that subject to reservations the proposed development be approved. This was 
supported in a vote by 2 to 1. The key reservations agreed were: 
 

14/04100/OUT 

 

 concern over density of the housing development 

 need for  high quality design in such a prominent location 

 concern that the access points shown were inadequate and could lead to further congestion 
on approaches to the town centre; the Station Road relief road should be constructed as 
part of the first phase of development 

 require assurance that there will be a mix of affordable housing  

 that drainage problems be resolved particularly affecting the 1171. 

 improvements to public transport will be provided if deemed necessary 

 within the site there is a need for more open space 

 to ensure local primary schools have sufficient capacity  

 consideration be given to S106 monies being ring fenced for use in Cramlington? 

 agreement on who will maintain the area deemed unsuitable for development? 
 
 
14/04099/OUT 

 

 evidence of need for more retail space outside the central core of the town centre/impact 
on existing businesses? 

 access – again concerns over congestion and the need for the relief road; it was felt that 
without this the volume of traffic on Station Road will increase significantly 

 opposed to any further fast food outlets in the town centre 

 concern that parking will be subject to restrictions? 

 alternative uses to those shown should be considered ie; a bus station. The proposal for a 
residential home is well received. 
 

                
       PT48/14 Minor Planning Applications 

A schedule of householder and minor applications was noted. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 The Meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
1. Chairman 
 
 
2. Clerk 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


