
Cramlington Town Council 

 Meeting 5th January 2016 

Cramlington Village Square 

 

1. Purpose 

1.1. This report outlines progress with a feasibility study in respect of the removal of the raised beds 

in the Village Square to provide a levelled which can accommodate a range of events including 

specialist markets and Christmas festivities. The report further sets out outstanding matters to be 

resolved in advance of works commencing. 

 

2. Progress to Date 

2.1 The study so far has looked into a number of issues: 

(a) Land ownership: The Square is in the ownership of the County Council. Neighbourhood Services 

officers have raised no objection in principle to the works being undertaken. 

(b) Planning: A response is awaited from planning officers as to whether or not the scheme requires 

planning consent. An initial view is that as the scheme does not constitute a change of use it should 

be classed as permitted development. The site is, however, within a Conservation Area and any 

works may also require the agreement of conservation officers. 

(c) Design: The proposal at this stage is to level the rectangular bed and resurface the area using the 

same paving slabs as are currently in place. The horse-shoe area around the War Memorial will not 

be touched. As far as possible existing paving will be recycled. Some limited landscaping may be 

included in the form of planters which can be removed when required to make space for an event. 

All bollards will remain in place to prevent parking on the Square. 

Whilst the current proposal is for a very basic scheme to provide a much needed area for public 

events it will be possible to enhance the design in future years subject to the availability of funding. 

(d) Costs: Two quotations have been received to date which suggest that works will cost in the 

region of £40,000. A third estimate is being sought. All quotations will be presented to a future 

meeting of Council to agree the successful contractor. 

(e) Consultation: All businesses and local residents directly affected by the scheme will be invited to 

comment on the proposal. A wider consultation with Cramlington residents will be conducted 

through the consultation page of the Town Council’s website. 

 

3. Funding 

3.1 No funding is available at the present time from the County Council’s Developer’s Fund (Section 

106 funding) but applications will be made to the Big Lottery (maximum £10,000) and the Heritage 

Lottery Funds. The Council is, however, in a position to fund this scheme from its own resources 

provided it is willing to make judicious savings elsewhere. It is, for example, estimated that £20,000 

can be saved from monies set aside for Clifton Road improvements by scaling down the current 

scheme. Other savings may also be realised from the Cramlington in Bloom and Landscape Strategy 

budgets. 

 

4. Recommendations 

4.1 Council is asked to: 

(a) Note progress to date with the proposal 

(b) Agree in principle to the allocation of £40,000 towards the scheme from the 2016/17 budget; this 

requirement may be reduced in the event of successful external funding bids. 

 



 

 


