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1.2

1.3

1.4

Introduction

This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfihe legal obligations set out in the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 20$2ction15(2)of the regulations define
what a consultationstatement must contain:
9 Details of the persons and bodies who werconsulted about the proposed
neighbourhooddevelopmentplan;
1 An explanation of how the persons and bodiesre consulted,;
1 A summary othe main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and
9 A description ohow those issues and concerns have been considered and where relevant,
addressed in the proposetkighbourhooddevelopmentplan.

In order to meet the requirements @he Regulations Hisconsultationstatement sets out:

f The background tthe preparation of tle CramlingtorNeighbourhoodPlano W @Kt3Q 0

1 A summary oftie publicity, engagement and consultation thatstreelped to shape and
inform preparation of theCNP,

9 Details of those consulted about t@NPat the various stages of plan preparation and
the extent to which efforts were made to ensure tiPwas prepared with support and
input from the local community; and

1 A description of the changes made tbhe CONP in response to consultatiorand
engagement

Cramlington TowiCouncil CTC) consider thatite extent of engagement megthe obligatiors
set out in theregulations.

Theconsultationstatement is intended to help théndependentexaminer review the process

of the preparationof the ONPand make any appropriate recommendations in relation to the
ONP, having regard to the extensive and iterative processes employed in preparing the
Submission DrafiNP.

3| Page
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2.2

2.3

24

25

2.6

Backgroundo the Cramlingtan Neighbourhood Plan

On4 February 2014the civil parishof Cramlingtorwas designated asreighbourhoodarea for
the purposes oheighbourhoodplanning. CTGCestablished asteering group to lead theplan
preparation process The first meeting of theteeringgroup wasin February 2014 The process
of preparing theplan began formallguring March and April 2014 with a numbercommunity
launch evers.

The Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groupomprised local councillors,
representatives from community and business groups and developers. The steering group
worked on behalf ofCTCto develop thedraft plan. During tlke preparation of the planthe
steering group has been guided by Northumberland CounBouncilNCC)the local planning
authority, as well as amdependentplanningconsultant. This support has sought to ensure
that the ONP reflects both the wishes of the local community but that it al#lo meet the

a0 dzi 2 NE WoRedulaf@edagkyoiRprogras? with fempreparation of thlan has
beenprovided toCTGat its meetings.

The preparation of th€NP has involved comprehensive and inclusive engagement, all of which
will be discussed further in this document. dammary,three rounds of early engagement
sought toobtain the views of the local community and stakeholders about the scope of the Plan:

T March and April 2014 three dropin events, to provide the local community with the
opportunity to provide feedback on the main iss for the plan;

T April and June 2014 workshops on the South West Sector, attended by representatives
from the development trust, local businesses, Cramlington Learning Village as well as
resident and community groups; and

T September 2014 vision and olgctives workshop, attended by representatives from the
development trust, local businesses, Cramlington Learning Village, as well as resident and
community groups.

Thisearly engagemeninformed the preparation ofhe CramlingtorPre-Submission Draft Plan
which was subject to consultation duringeptember and October 2018 The draft plan
identified:

T The context in which the Plan thdeen preparedg an overview ofCramlington the
opportunities challengesand issuegor the plan to address;

9 A positive vision and objectives for the future of theighbourhoodplan area;

1 How the vision and objectives of thgan will be delivered through planning policies i.e.
the policies that will be used to determine planning applications withinplaa aea -
providing a framework for sustainable developmgeamd

1 How the vision and objectives of the plan will be delivered through community actions i.e.
measures which are identified to encourage action amiuence decisions taken by
relevant bodies.

The Submission DrafiCramlington Neighbourhood Plan is a revised version of the-Pre
Submission Draf€ramlingtonNeighbourhood PlanSeptember 201B It is supported byra
updatedevidence base and has been modified to take into accotirgpresentations regived

The key stages in the preparation of the Plan can be summarised as:

4 February 2014 Designation of th&€€ramlingtorNeighbourhood Area
March¢ April 2014 Community launch evestand identification of key issues
April ¢ September 2014 Stakeholder workshops

4| Page
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September ¢ October| PreSubmissiobraft Plan engagement, includingieop-in event
2018

April 2019 Submission

5|Page
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3. Early Engagemerdand awareness raising

3.1 In orderto inform the preparation of the draftC\NP there were liree periods of early
engagement:
T March and April 2014 awareness raisingdrop in events;
T April and June 2014 South West Sectawvorkshopsand
1 September 2014 vision and objectives workshop

3.2 The early engagement and awareness raising activities are described below.

Awareness raising/rdp-in events

3.3 Awareness raising and engagement on the propd@¢d began with informal publawvareness
raising/drop-in evens:
9 Saturday, 15 March 2014, 10am4pm at Manor Walks Shopping Centre;
1 Monday, 7 April 2014, 3pm to 7pm at Mayfield Community Centre; and
9 Tuesday, 22 April 2014, 3pm to 7pm at Beaconhill Community Centre.

3.4 The first event, which took place in Manor Walks, waended to raise awarenessf the
emerging plan and the subsequent drop events which were to take place the following
month. It was considered that the high footfall at Manor Walks provided an ideal opportunity
to maximise awareness of the plan. The event included display $dapgpendixl) which
explained the role of neighbourhood plans ahé issues for th€ramlington planNCC officers
were available to discuss and record issues identifleglople were encouraged to record their
comments on feedback forms and identify on a map of the area where they thought changes
were needed and where things should be protected. Informatiacks(appendix2) and
feedbackforms (appendix3) were also aviable for completion later and return to CTC, with a
deadline on 26 April 2014.

3.5 In addition to the awareness raising drop in eveie events on the 7 and 22 of April were
advertised. Aeaflet (appendix4) was sent to every business and residentiatireds in the
parish, articles were included in thecal press(appendix5), posters(appendix6) distributed
across the plan area and information was included on the CTC webghe. events took the
same format as the first event, with display materetsl the opportunity to provide comments.

The event at Mayfield Community Centre was attended by 37 people and 41 attended the event
at Beacon Hill Community Centre.

3.6 A total of 28 comments forms and emails weezeived,and 40 comments were received as
part of the mapping exercise. A feedback summary report was prepared by NCC and is included
at appendix7, in summarythis highlighted the following potential policy issues for the CNP to
address:

Protection of green spaces and teavironment;

Need to retain but improve employment areas;

Importance of cycle routes;

Need to expand the town centre and protect existing retail and restaurants;

Parking concerns in the town centre and housing areas;

Level of traffic;

Public transport conectivity;

Need for facilities for older and younger people;

Infrastructure concerns;

= =4 =4 8 4 4 9 92 9
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1 Need for affordable housing
9 Design of new housing development;
1 Level of new housing development

Southwest sector workshops

3.7 Given the importance of the south west sectmusing site to the future growth of Cramlington,
two workshops were held to look to build a community view on the redevelopment of the site.
The following stakeholders were invited to attend: all steering group membeegprasentative
from each commuity association in thelan areaand 20 membersofth S2 LJX S t | y St Q |
all wards were invited to participatd4 people ultimately attended. The workshop consisted of
a SWOT analysis of Cramlington and specifically for the South West Sector site, and a
masterplanning exercise where participants were asked to discuss good and bad examples of
different aspects of @evelopment and illustrate this on a map of the sifEhe outcomes and
feedback from the workshops are set out witldiippendix8.

Vision and objectives workshop

3.8 A summary of the outcomes of the vision and objectives workshegtisut inappendix 9.Key
issues were: the need for a clear relationship with CTCs landscape strategy vision; importance
of the built and natural environment; and reference to education.

3.9 Thefeedback receiveffom the early engagement wassed as the basis for the preparation of
the PreSubmissiomraft ONP.

7| Page
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4. Pre-Submission Engagement

4.1 Consultation on the Pr8ubmission DrafENP took place between3lSeptembef018 and 25
October 2018 In advance of the commencement of the consultat@C provided advice to
ensure it was in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012.

4.2 The local communityconsultation bodiesand other interested partiegappendix 10)were
informed of theconsultation on the Pr&Submission DraffNPand the opportunity tacomment
on the planin the following ways:

T A public notice was posted online the Journal on 14 September 2018 ddtppendix
11);

1 An article was published in the Newst Leader. Thipaper is distributed to all
households in the plan areagpendix12)

1 Aletter wasset tothe consultation bodiegappendix13);

T Copiesof the draft plan were available inCramlington Town Council Offices and
Goncordia Leisure Centre

T The draft plan and supporting documents was available onlim

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk/abouis/neighbourhoodplanning/

Awareness of the consultation was raised using CTébbak pagegppendixl4); and

A dropin event was held oisaturday 15 September 2018 at Concordia Leisure Centre,

between 10am and 2pm where copies of the plan were available to view.

=a =4

4.3 Response were received from:
Northumberland County Council;
AdvanceNorthumberland (formerly Arch);
Environment Agency;

National Grid;

Coal Authority;

Historic England;

Dysart Develoments;

Natural England; and

12 local residents.

=4 =4 4 8 4 4 _9 2 -9

4.4 The responses arktails of how they have been taken account of in the Submission OM&ft
is included imppendix15. Following engagement on the R8ubmission Plarthe plan was
amended where necessary

8| Page
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5. Conclusions

5.1 Thesubmission version of theNP is the outcomef extensiveengagement in various forms
since 204. Throughout that time, guidance, input and support has been obtained from various
sources, all of which has been afforded due consideration in the preparation pfahe

5.2 This has resulted inmbmision®t G KIF G NBTFtE SO0Ga GKS O2YYdzyAle Q:
the advice of stakeholders, whilst being in general conformity with local and national planning
policy and that meets the basic conditions.

5.3 Thisconsultationstatement demonstrates that the publicity, consultation and engagement on
the Plan has been meaningful, effective, proportionate and valuable in shapimgatewhich
will benefit current and future communities ifCramlington by promoting sustainable
devdopment.

9| Page
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Appendix 1:  Display boards used at drem events

lhbourhood Plan

Help to Plan Cramlington’s

Future |

( ‘ —
N~ 4 1 narteriarant Coonty

»7

=
I Cramlington L
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eighbourhood Plan

What is it?

Since 2011 the Government has allowed communities

to produce ‘Neighbourhood Plans’ for their local area.

Enables people living and working in an area to guide

where and how future development happens.

Can help deliver types of development the local

people would like to see in their community.

The plan will be used to make decisions on planning
applications, giving it genuine influence on
Cramlington’s future.

What will it do?

Set out a local spatial vision for an area, that is: what

should go where.

Define objectives for the plan to show how the vision
will be achieved.

Provides local land-use policies to guide development.

Can allocate land for development.

7
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eighbourhood Plan

What issues can it cover?

« Neighbourhood planning can cover any matter

important to the local community such as—
—Employment opportunities
—Housing (where, what type, what it looks like)
—Town Centre (expansion, parking)
—Transport (cycle routes)
—Matural environment (open spaces)
—Design (local guidance)

These are ‘development’ plans and so are meant to

help deliver development the community supports.

What can’t it do?

Neighbourhood Development Plans are specifically
about local planning policies — only policies in the

Plan can be used to make planning decisions

It can’t prevent development already agreed through
higher level plans (Core Strategy/Local Plan). Must be

generally in conformity with these plans.
Intended to promote sustainable development.

. Can’t cover strategic planning matters —i.e. major

infrastructure, minerals and waste matters.

Only one plan in each neighbourhood area and it

must last for a reasonable period of time.

S 3
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eighbourhood Plan

How is it done?
e

T o=

Process started by oo ,\:z:) The neighbourhood plan .@

community and delivered by area decided and

their Town Council. Intention :::} approved by the local

to produce the plan planning authority after

ﬁﬂl are here! -

Publie esnsultatien o Steering group !\\‘{9)
establish broad issues the established to manage the
community want the plan to {:I process and make key

Gatl id o justify Develop options to

the policies in the plan, using m;‘f'ﬂ:“f"ewl

. . community ra , as as

::i.ml dﬂﬂ.r Dr:a:lherl‘lg :::} broad vision and objectives.
Consult the wider Write the plan, including
eommunity and paolicies, and map any land
businesses on the draft < eI
s and smend e S
appropriate based on
feedback received.

Plan submitted to Referendum held o % "{E"E‘ F

Northumberand County decide if the plan is adopted. L

Council who appoint |:':} 51% or more yes vote is

independent person fo et Cramlingten Neighkbeurheod

examine the plan against Plan starts to be used to

regulations. make decisiens on planning

=S
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ighbourhood Plan

What’s happened so far?

-  Workshop held with Town Councillors to bring out what they think the
big issues are for Cramlington.

=  Funding secured to enable preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan

- County Council planning team appointed to coordinate production of
Plan on behalf of the Town Council.

- Steering group established to make key decisions and shape Plan
progress.

. Engagement and project plans agreed with the steering group.

 ClirTrevor Ambrose .
D ;i o (b
| il Elizaboth Mitcheson

it SR The

Steering

Group

Cramlingtan Develapment Trust

—
oo ool B SHN

—
N Cramlington, J
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What your local councillors think the

big issues are

Derelict buildings Better employment Affordable housing—the
opportunities need for a strong local
policy

Street scene and
design: the need
for better guidance

Concern about lack of
control of town centre
development

Need for more Better planned green
community facilities as spaces
new development
happens

-

Community/public School capacity and Cemetery space
transport parking/drop off space
=7
15| Page
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-Neighbourhood Plan

Tell us what you think — it’s your plan!

What are the big issues for people living or working

in Cramlington?

N e This might inelude:

- Impertant landseapes

- Enhaneing wildlife and
biadiversity

- Built heritage

+ Green speh spates

Recreation and Community

This might include:
Community eentres
Impreved er new sperts
faeilities
Children's play facilities

Schosls

This might include:
+ Tewn eentre imprevements

+ Land and premises fer
industry

- Teurism/visiter attraestiens

+= Heme weorking

This might inelude:
+ Leeation of new heausing

»  Type of housing (size,
bedreems ete)

+  Tenure (ewnerrented ete)

* Appearance and design

This might inelude:

=  Publie transpert

= Tewn eentre parking

= Cyele/pedestrian reutes

* Read imprevements

Please cemplete ene of the feedhack forms and suggest
issues in as mahy tepie areas as you wish, ar other

issues net covered by these suggested topies.

Flease place completed cards in the black box

If yeu want te pest er email eemments please send te—

Cramlington Town Council cramlingtontoiigmail.com
Concordia Leisure Centre

Forum Way

Cramlington

HEZ3 6YB

7

Cramlington %, #
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ourhood Plan

] 0

Show us the issues which are important to you

If you think something needs to change please place a red sticker on the map, if you think semething needs to
be protected use a green sticker.

f
- AN,
I oo 2
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In particular we want to hear your views on —

The South West Sector

« The original 1960’s plan for Cramlington envisaged 4 development sectors. The South
West Sector remains the only one which is undeveloped.

« Its development is important for the growth of the town and the future of its
communities, and the building of housing in this area is generally supported by
existing plans.

+« Some of the site has planning permission for housing and an access road, and there
are preferred locations for a new school and local centre, though much of the area
does not have approved plans: but —

« Developers are preparing a plan for the area and an application to develop most of the
site is likely to be submitted soon. Developers will carry out separate public
consultations on their plans.

The neighbourhood plan is your opportunity to shape the
development of the south west sector—tell us your views

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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-eighbourhood Plan

Tell us how you think the South West

Sector should be developed

Comments could relate to —

This might include:
Relatienship with surreunding landseape
+  Onsite and nearby wildlife habitat
Fleading prevention
+ Onsite landseaping

Recreation and Community

This may relate te:
Community space
Type and ameount of sperts facilities
Children's play faeilities

. Lecation of new scheels

This may relate te:
Lacation of the neighkourhood centre
Types of facilities in the eentre
Lecal empleyment during eonstrustion

Facilities fer heme werking

This might inelude:

+  MNHumbker and density of develepment
+ Type of housing (size, bedreoms)

+  Afferdable heusing (type, lecation)

- Appearance and design of hemes

This may inelude:

Publie transpert serviee and routes

Cyele/pedestrian reutes
Links te tewn eentre | ether neighbourhoods

Laeal read imprevements

Please eomplete ane of the South West Sector feedback
farms and suggest issues in as many tepic areas as you
wish, er ather issues net covered by these suggested
tapies.

If you want te pest er email eemments please send te—

Cramlingten Town Council cramiingtontcifgmail.com
Concordia Leisure Centre

Forum Way

Cramlington

HEZ3 6YB

=S V3
(1:‘:1111]inglu11|1£ )‘
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eighbourhood Plan

What happens Next?

= This is only the first opportunity for everyone to get involved in making a

ighbourhood plan for € lington. Everything you tell us today, or by email or
post afterwards, will be used to guide how the Plan is prepared and what it
inciudes.

= To stay focussed, we'd like to put a time limit in place for collecting your
comments. This pericd of sary engagement on what you think should be included
in a Plan for Cramlington will run until Saturday 26th April 2014,

= As someone who lives, visits or works in Cramlington this is youwr first chance to
tell us what you think the key issues are for the future of your community.

= ‘We will be happy to meet with local residents, businesses, groups and
organisations active in the area to talk about the Plan and how you can have your
say or b more involved. Please contact the Town Council to arrange this.

What will we do with your comments?

- All of the information you provide today and over the next few weeks is important.
We will consider how your comments; concems and suggestions can be used to
inform what is included in a draft Plan.

L] This will help us draw a picture and tell the story of what people in the area most
want to see happon.

At the end of this consultation we will?

= Frepare and publish a report summarising comments made at consultation events
and identify key themes.

= This report will be made available online at the Town Council website
‘warw. cramilington- tow n-council.ong

How can you next get involved?

L] Thiz new way of planning gives you all the chance to get involved and make sure
your voices are heard when plans are being prepared. We think the best way to
make this happen is for you, your friends, your family, neight and L o
tell us about the things that matter in Cramlington.

- We'd like you to tell us what affects you most where you live and what changes you
would like to see by filling in one of the comment cards. We'd also like you to get
imvolved in future consultation events later in the year, or if you want to contribute
further by voluntesring your time and skills to help write the plan

- PFlease sign the contact sheet it you want email prompts about up ing
consultations. Follow its progress on the Town council website.

%}Ff
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Appendix 2:

Gather
evidence
for plan

Develop
options, a
vision and
objectives

Referendum
over 50%
must support
[WEN]

n will be Prepared

Develop

policies

and write
plan

Independent
person
examines
[JEL

Consult the
community &
businesses

Plan
submitted to
County
Council

Other Drop-in events
. 7 April 2014 Mayfield Glade Community Centre

= 22 April 2014 Beaconhill Community Centre
Members of the Neighbourhood Plan team will be available to talk fo from 3pm - 7pm

Your views

If you want to send us your ideas on what the planning issues are in Cramlington, which the
Neighbourhood Plan could tackle, you can do so....

By email to cramlingtontc@gmail.com

By post to Cramlington Town Council, Concordia Leisure Centre, Forum Way, Cramlington,
Northumberland NE23 6YB

FOR MORE INFORMATION see our website at www.cramlington-town-council.org

Information packs availabletadrop in events

ton Neighbourhood Plan

Help to Plan Cramlington’s Future

What will we do with your comments?

We will consider how your comments, concerns and suggestions can be used to inform what is in-
cluded in a draft Plan.

This will help us draw a picture and tell the story of what people in the area most want fo see happen.

The Town Council is producing a Neighbourhood Plan for
Cramlington, enabling the Community to guide where and how future
development happens in the town.

ighbourhood Planning

What are Neighbourhood Plans?
Neighbourhood Plans are planning documents produced by communities to cover their local areas

Once agreed they are used to make d

on planning lications

In Neighbourhood Plans, local people can set policies for how and where future development takes
place

They can also allocate pieces of land for particular developments which the community wants fo
promote.

What they can do.....

Neighbourhood Plans can cover any matter important to the local community such as:
=  Employment opportunities
»  Housing (where, what type, what it locks like)
=  Town Centre (expansion, parking)
= Transport (cycle routes)
= Natural environment (open spaces)
=  Design (local guidance)

They are ‘development’ plans and so are meant fo help
deliver development the community supports.

What they can’t do..

Neighbourhood Plans can't

. prevent development promoted in the
Northumberiand Plan

. conflict too much with the strategy of the
Northumberland Plan

. deal with major infrastructure, minerals or waste
issues

. overlap with other neighbourhoed plans
. promote development which isn't sustainable

=37
Cramlington ¥, }

» Counal

we heed your views:

c Fratonte Neiahbourk

s gl d Plan - the early stages

The Town Council are leading the process, with the support of planners at the County Council.

A steering group has been established made up of local de and key busi p

A workshop has been held with Town Councillors to draw out the main issues for Cramlington. Now
we want to hear your views

Your local councillors would like to see:

Fewer derelict buildings
Better employment opportunities
A strong local policy for affordable housing

A growth in ity facilities as di happens
More control over town centre development
Better guidance for street scene and design
Better planned green spaces
Additional cemetery space
More school spaces and parking

Community public transport

What do you think the issues are for people living, visiting or working in

Cramlington?

— Trnsport >

< Environment_>

ol <l ETanoym:m__i
cre;nn & CD;I’I;I y

You can let us know by post or email - see the back of this leaflet for detai
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www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk



Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan: Consultation Statemigtair¢h2019)

Appendix 3:

Where do we go from here?

« We will listen and respond to
comments made during this and future
consultation events when preparing the
Plan.

« A report setting out issues raised will
be published and used to inform the
Plan.

« We will consult again on a draft Plan
during 2014.

Further opportunities to be involved:

e Further events will take place giving
feedback on issues raised and
presenting  draft  proposals  for
consideration by the community.

« Relevant documents produced to
support the Plan will be published and
made available for comment.

e For further information and regular up-
dates on the progress of the plan
please visit::

www.cramlington-town-council.org

Feedback form

Your Name:

Would you like to be kept informed?

D Yes I:I No

Please complete and hand back today
or you can return them to

Cramlington Town Council
Concordia Leisure Centre, Forum Way,
Cramlington NE23 6YB.

For more information contact
Bob Baker on 01670 707831
or email
cramlingtontc@gmail.com

Thank you for taking the time

Cramlington
Neighbourhood Plan

Feedback Form

Please complete and hand back

today or return to the contact
address on the back

Please return by 26th April 2014

to participate 17
= S Y/
Cln‘unhnguﬁgig \<‘ }’ ‘ rmeoun‘iélT"
[
S A
Please tell us about the issues that affect Cramlington \L\'\ }
Town Counail
ENVIRONMENT EMPLOYMENT TRANSPORT
RECREATION & COMMUNITY HOUSING OTHER ISSUES

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Where do we go from here?

« We will listen and respond to
comments made during this and future
consultation events when preparing the
Plan.

« A report setting out issues raised will
be published and used to inform the
Plan.

« We will consult again on a draft Plan
during 2014.

Further opportunities to be involved:

e Further events will take place giving
feedback on issues raised and
presenting draft proposals  for
consideration by the community.

« Relevant documents produced to
support the Plan will be published and
made available for comment.

« For further information and regular up-
dates on the progress of the plan
please visit::

www.cramlington-town-council.org

Your Name:

Would you like to be kept informed?

D Yes D No

Please complete and hand back today
or you can return them to

Cramlington Town Council
Concordia Leisure Centre, Forum Way,
Cramlington NE23 6YB.

For more information contact
Bob Baker on 01670 707831
or email
cramlingtontc@gmail.com

Thank you for taking the time

Cramlington
Neighbourhood Plan

South West Sector

Feedback Form

lease complete and hand back
today or return to the contact
address on the back

Please return by 26th April 2014

to participate f‘
7z =_%}
7 ‘“‘J’{fj
. . S
Cramlington\, ‘ tony,
7
2
Please tell us how you think the South West Sector housing site should be developed \\{ }
Town Council
ENVIRONMENT EMPLOYMENT TRANSPORT
RECREATION & COMMUNITY HOUSING OTHER ISSUES
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Appendix 4:  Leaflet publicising drop in events

n Neighbourhood Plan

Your chance to help plan

the future of Cramlington

Cramlington Town Council is starting work on a
new Neighbourhood Development Plan for the
Town and we would like your help...

Tell us what you think is important in planning the future
of Cramlington. This could include:

. New housing

« Employment
opportunities

. Transport

B The Town centre

« Local green spaces

~ %

Cramlington X, #

wn Congend|
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n Neighbourhood Plan

What is the Neighbourhood Plan?

The Neighbourhood Plan is a community led plan which will
guide where and how future development happens.

Your Town Council
want to know the
issues you think the
plan should tackle.

The Plan will cover the
whole of Cramlington
Parish.

When complete it will
be used to decide
planning applications
in the town.

How you can get involved...
Come along to one of our drop-in events to find out more:
e Monday 7 April, 3pm-7pm Mayfield Glade Community Centre

e Tuesday 22 April, 3pm -7pm, Beaconhill Community Centre

Or tell us what you think the big development issues are for Cramlington.
Closing date for comments is 26 April 2014

Address: Cramlington Town Council Email: cramlingtontc@gmail.com

Concordia Leisure Centre Phone: 01670 707831
Forum Way

NE23 6YB %f

mn Cramling T

/
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Appendix 5:  Press article regarding drop in events

Cramlington Town Council is starting work on a Neighbourhood Plan for the town and is

inviting the local community and businesses to become involved. The Town Council is

f SFRAY3 (GKS gl & ylFrdidAz2ylffe Fa 2yS 2FfshiKS D2¢
the best ways to produce this new form of development plan introduced by the Localism Act

in 2011.

Neighbourhood Planning is a new way of allowing communities to work together to plan for
new development needed in their area. Local people are nbl& ® create a planning
document that will guide and shape development in their neighbourhood. In turn, this will
influence what facilities are provided in the area, and where and how development
happens.

A steering group, made up of local councillsesidents, community groups and business
representatives, has been established for the Town Council led project. It is also being
supported by the County Council who is providing technical and project management
support. The group is chaired by town codlaciTrevor Ambrose.

The Neighbourhood Plan team are launching their first stage of community consultation this
week. Residents and local businesses are being encouraged to get involved with producing
the Plan which will have a big influence on futuevdlopment in Cramlington. Three drop

in events are being held in March and April where members of the Neighbourhood Plan
team will be available to talk to and gather comments on the key issues the local community
want the plan to cover.

Drop-in events vill be held on Saturday 15 March 2014 between 10am and 4pm at Manor
Walks Shopping Centre, Monday 7 April 2014 between 3pm and 7pm at Mayfield Glade
Community Centre, and Tuesday 22 April 2014 between 3pm and 7pm at Beaconhill Centre.

If you want any futher information about the Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan, please

do not hesitate to contact the Town Council on 01670 707831 / cramlingtontc@gmail.com
or the County Council support officer 01670 623625 /
james.cowen@northumberland.gov.uk or drop in to orod the scheduled events for an
informal chat.

More general information about Neighbourhood Planning can be found on the County
| 2dzy OAf Qa 6S0aAGS |0 666Dy 2NIKdAdzZYOSNI I YyRPI20¢
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Appendix 6:  Posters advertising drop in events

Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan

Your Town Your Future Your Say

Environmenb

Employment gecreation

Communiby
Housing

Come and tell us
what you think

e Mayfield Glade Community Centre
3-7pm Monday 7 April

e Beaconhill Community Centre
3-7pm Tuesday 22 April

Refreshments available

"mse[!‘t:gglss e %\\, <,
Shups u S Town Cm}::»i_l—x
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Appendix 7:  Feedback summary report

- Neighbourhood Plan

Cramlington
Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Report

Summary of Feedback
from Initial Consultation

May 2014
x%f'
Cramlin gtﬂpﬁ,l},}(
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1 Introduction

Report Structure

1.1 This report provides a comprehensive record of all written comments provided
by the community at consultation events held during March and Apnil 2014, and
through written feedback submitted to the Town Council.

1.2 All comments and staff summary reports of conversations at engagement
events have been reproduced. Comments in the report has been categonsed
by the six topic sectors suggested on the consultation response forms’. They
have also been divided into matters related to land use planning, and non-
planning matters which may be more applicable to other Town and County
Council services. The report is a starting point to identify broad issues which
the first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan could focus on.

Consultation events

1.3 Community consultation for the Cramlington Neighbourhood Development Plan
commenced with an awareness raising event on Saturday 15" March, held at
Manor Walks Shopping Centre. The session lasted 10am — 4pm, and consisted
of display boards to inform centre uses as to what the Neighbourhood Plan is
and how it will be produced. 5 staff (County Council planning staff and a
representative from the Town Council) were available for the public to discuss
issues they would like the plan to cover. People were encouraged to record
their comments on feedback forms: one relating to the whole of the Parish, and
one specifically on the South West Sector site. Information packs and feedback
forms were also available to take-away which could be returmned to the Town
Council. Closing date for comments was 267 April 2014. At the event people
also had the opportunity to mark on a map of the Parnish where they thought
things should be changes and where something should be protected, helping to
give a spatial view on issues identified.

1.4 Two scheduled drop-in events were held running from 3pm — 7pm, intentionally
spanning into non-office hours. These were —

o 7™ April —- Mayfield Glade Community Centre

« 22" April — Beaconhill Community Centre

* Environment, employment, housing, recreation and community, transport, and other issuss

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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1.5

16

1.7

1.8

The drop—in events were run the same as the launch event, consisting of
summarising display matenal with opportunities to submit comments on the day
and at a later date. County Council planning staff were again available to
discuss and record issues, but conversations tended to be more focused and
in-depth as members of the community attending the events generally had
specific issues to discuss.

The drop-ins were comparatively successful with 37 people attending the event
at Mayfield Glade, and 41 at Beaconhill. Although this low as a proportion of
the population, the events attracted many more attendees than equivalent
drop-in's for the Northumberland Core Strateqy.

A total of 28 comment forms and emails were received. 40 comments were
also received through the mapping exercise: 14 ‘protect’ comments and 26
‘change’. Staff summary reports from conversations at events also allowed for
verbal comments to be recorded.

Given the importance of the South West Sector housing site for the future
growth of Cramlington and the imminent submission of a planning application to
develop most of the site, a workshop was held on the 15™ March 2014 to help
build a community view as to how the site should be developed. To keep
numbers at a manageable level for a workshop format the event was by
invitation only. In addition to all steering group members, a representative from
each community association in the Parish and 20 members of the ‘People
Panel' across all wards were invited to participate. 14 people ultimately
attended. The workshop consisted of a SWOT? analysis of Cramlington and
specifically for the South West Sector site, and a masterplanning exercise
where participants were asked to discuss good and bad examples of different
aspects of a development, and illustrate this on a map of the site.

Event Advertising

1.9

Before the commencement of the engagement process a branding design was
agreed for the promotional material so that the Meighbourhood Plan could be
readily distinguished from other consultations and Town Council
commespondence.

1.10 The launch event was not pre-advertised but was intended to coincide with

wider marketing of later drop-in events. The high footfall at Manor Walks was
ideal to maximise the proportion of residents who were exposed to the
information boards and were able to talk to staff about the Plan. It was
envisaged that this event would also help to spread awareness of the Plan

b Strengths, Weakneszes, Opportunities and Threats

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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1.11

through word of mouth.

Advertising consisted of a leaflet drop to every business and residential
address in the Parish, articles in the local press, posters in community centres,
ward information boards and Manor Walks notice boards, and through the
Town Council website.

2 Written Comments from Feedback Forms, Email and

Conversation Capture

2.1 Members of the public were asked to provide feedback on the issues that they
believe affect Cramlington. Comments captured as part of staff summary
reports on conversations have also been subdivided into topic themes. The
responses are as follows:

EMVIEONMENT

Planning Issues

-

-

Green space is being lost.

To keep the same percentage of green space on new build plans as held on
Southfield Green and Bames Park. To discourage litter dropping and
encourage pride in the places and estates we live. Drop any ideas for labelling
Cramlington as a mining community as the majority are ‘incomers’ with other
talents and would prefer farming or village identity.

The derelict part of the industrial area needs dealing with — it used to be
attractive.

Morth of Station Road — enhance the area for family enjoyment. Do we need
much more housing, especially on Green Belt?

Cramlington is rich in wildlife habitat but some of these are under threat from
development. West Hartford has become an important place for farmland and
wetland bird species. It is important that wild green spaces be retained in both
the south west and north east sectors. Whitelea must be kept an open space
in the SW sector plan. | will be undertaking a breeding bird survey there
shortly and will provide details.

Keep and maintain green spaces ie. around social services building,
community centre and school.

Create green parkland behind the cycle path between the existing
housing/estate and new build as is between Beacon Hill Green and Beacon
Lane, also as at Parkside and Eastfield. Create tranquil garden for rest and
recreation for all ages.

Keep and maintain existing cycle paths, expand network if possible.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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-

The green spaces in the estates break up the houses and are welcome. They
make living on these estates more bearable.

Conversation Capture -

-

Quality of parks and open space is poor, particularly ‘Seven Qaks’ If is not
considered safe for children to play due to used condoms and needles in the
park.

Need to protect the wildlife and recreation function of south west sector which
is used by dog walkers and for people to access countryside close to
Cramiington.

Protection and improvement of green spaces, pedestrnian footpaths and cycle
paths.

MNeed fo profect Arcot 5551 from damage.

Non-planning lssues

-

Litter along cycle paths and routes to school particularly Megstone Avenue
cycle tracks. Mot enough litter bins around. Litter is bad in Cramlington High
School itself. Schools should be encouraged to provide litter pick and respect
and appreciate the environment.

Green bins need to be emptied weekly. Grass cutting needs to be more often
to prevent the amount of cuttings on roads/paths.

Street cleaning standards notably down this autumn/winter. Debris left in road
sides stopping drainage on estates.

Green spaces need to be maintained and improved. Verges/paving etc. not
being maintained.

Sweeping and emptying the bins on the cycle track between the shops and the
high school more often, especially during term times. Trimming the grass
verges and clearing weeds from the pavements — notice the council estates
have been along. Repainng pot holes on the cycle tracks. Repairing broken
pavements.

We have an opportunity to improve the environment at little expense just by
improving grass areas, wooded areas and industnial areas, just by litter
picking, fly-tipping removal, timming trees/hedges and grass areas.

Allow grassed areas to grow and be seeded with wild flowers — grass cutfing to
be restricted to 1-2 metre areas adjacent to pathways/highways to encourage
wildlife.

Can you not fine litter louts? We have laws that say you can, so why don't
you?

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Mare bins for animal droppings.

There is too much rubbish lying around due to bins near Brockwell chip shop
being too small. We have so much fast food now and youngsters just drop

litter, for whom to pick up! The new large bins on dog walks are excellent.

Conversation Capture -

Planting/spring flowers should extend past the Easffield/Parkside Glade

estates, not just near Bames Park.

Lots of discussion of poorly maintained grassed areas and exclusion of some

areas from flower planting.

Key Development Issues

To be developed

To be protected

o Green space standards in new
developments — suggestion that it
complement existing neighbourhoods

» Expansion of the cycle network.

¢ Improve the derelict areas of the
Industrial Estate — making the green
areas more attractive places for
recreation

¢ Create green parkland and spaces
which can be used by all ages.

s Retention of green spaces -
particularly around housing estates
and public facilities. Perception that
some are being built on

s Protection of wildlife and habitat
(particularly in South West Sector).

s Retention/improvement of Land North
of Station Road as an area for
outdoor recreation

s Maintain existing cycle and
pedestrian paths.

EMPLOYMENT

Planning lssues

= ltis difficult to get decent full-ime work here. Maybe smaller, modemn units to
attract smaller businesses e.g. computer technology. Also better marketing

and again improvement to the industnal site.

= Thrlled at all new restaurants and pubs in shopping area — bringing

employment to the area and income. Need to keep it going.

= No further small units should be built until the existing empty units in the

Melson/Bassington area are recccupied.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Beaconhill needs a small shopping areals for the existing housing not within
the proposed new build, which is within reasonable walking distance, not as
far as Manor Walks.

Shops - no further restaurants in Manor Walks.
I would like to see a health shop in the mall.

There is a shortage of jobs in Cramlington as there is in the whole of the
north-east. Build more houses; bring in more people, where are they going to
work? Start filling the empty industrial units with viable businesses. Stop
building new units unless they are required.

Conversation Gapture -

-

NMore employment opportunities needed for the town. Industnal estafes need
revamping to aftract new businesses.

Expansion of town centre, making better use of the area around the library
and police station. Others felt it should expand to the north or that parking
should be provided there which could also serve the station.

Need fo improve the indusinial estates fo get more businesses to set up there.

The town has a poor mix of shops and needs more men’s clothes shops.

Non-planning lssues

Local courses to help train and re-train.
Encourage self-employment. Citizen courses for school leavers. Volunteers
drop-in.

Bring back apprentice schemes or, if you have them, encourage businesses to
use such a scheme. More youngsters need to experience practical work and
life skills first hand. So many of our youngsters seem lacking in work ethos!

Key Development Issues

« New small shopping area in Beaconhill within
walking distance for the new community

¢  Small, modern units to attract smaller
businesses and stari-ups (self-employment)

o Premises needed to support high

To be developed To be protected
« Support new employment opportunities to « Retain new restaurants and
match new housing build. pubs in the shopping area.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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tech/knowledge enterprises

s |mprovement to the Industrial Estate —
redevelopment/modemisation of vacant units
before more employment premises are built

¢ Improve the mix of shops in the town centre —
possible expansion or redevelopment or
existing centre

e Make better use of the area around the library
and police station — potential to provide for

town centre expansion/improvements

« Expansion of town centre to the north,
potentially to provide additional parking.

e Further expansion of the leisure element of
the town centre.

TRANSPORT

Planning lssues

-

Mini roundabout (off Moor Farm).

Parking is a major issue — not only in the town centre, but also on streets and
in estates.

Parking on streets. Can some areas of ‘green’ be used to take cars off the
street? Now verging on dangerous to dnive through streets.

Better access. More roundabouts around Marks & Spencers, Dunlyms,
Maplins, Currys.

Car parking — more space required.

Getting out of the White Lodge estate is an absolute nightmare — it has
become a very dangerous junction. We need either a roundabout or some
traffic lights. The increase in traffic from the shopping centre is horrendous.

Form a bus station area to keep Cramlington in already narrow road from
being dangerous due to bunches of buses amving at the same stop.

Some areas need improvement. Older people and disabled may feel isolated
from shops, health faciliies etc. One exit onto Fisher Lane may prove
dangerous for residents.

Provision of bus stationfterminus and possibility of new railway station with
bus links to it. Updating and upgrading of cycleway around Cramlington.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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»  Parking — as the centre has grown the parking needs to grow too. There are
still not enough places to park and the overspill cars are using surrounding
streets. Can you consider a multi-storey car park where the old library was or
by the railway station if land was available.

= The roads in Cramlington are very busy at peak times now. How will the
transport links cope with many more vehicles on the road due to the proposed
development? The improvements at Moor Farm roundabout have done very
little to alleviate this. The A19 is very busy; Al is also very busy as is the
A189, the three main routes out of Cramlington.

= Since the alterations to Manor Walks, parking has become more difficult, it
has always been a problem especially at weekends. More parking areas are
needed and a longer time span. [f taking family fo cinema and for food 4
hours is not long enough, there is no time left to go shopping, sometimes not
even time for food.

* Could there be a central point from which all buses can be accessed or all
buses to Newcastle at one side and all buses to Blyth at the other.

= If more housing is to be provided - increase the amount of car parking at
shopping centres.

= My concern is the road that it will be busy from the Moor Farm roundabout
past the Bay Horse, once the new hospital is up and running the exit from the
Bay Horse is quite dangerous.

= Parking outside sorting office is ndiculous. The staff park where customers
would park when coming to collect a parcel. Why not make it twenty minute
limited bay parking to help customer parking.

* (Car parking in town centres is inadequate and the system by the cinema
keeps pedestrians crossing in front of vehicles to get to their cars.

= Parking facilities in town centre for people working. Passes made available.
Old library — more parking?

= The transport system around Cramlington is useless. The only alternative to
walking or cycling is to get a taxi. The mini-buses were taken of years ago.
Are they going to be re-instated? Build a transport hub!

= The car parks cannot cope with the traffic on a busy day. There is not enough
parking spaces (most Saturdays prove this).

= Cramlington should have a proper bus station instead of numerous vehicles
blocking the road outside Manor Walks and reducing the risk of foolish
pedestrians walking out into traffic.

»  Due to the increased facilities at Manor Walks there are insufficient parking
spaces to meat demand.

= The parking at Brockwell Centre is a nightmare when it's time for parents to
drop offipick up children from school- at these times there are no available
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spaces to access Mormison’s, the GP surgery and other amenities at that
sight- | have seen parents use disabled access bays to park as well.

| live on Morthburn Park and am fed up with the entrance to my street
Whitehill Road being blocked morning, lunch and afternoon, when the school
week is in session. | know barmiers have been placed on the grass to stop cars
parking, and white lines across drive entrances, but trying to get in and out of
the estate is a nightmare, especially as cars park on both sides of the narmow
road. Would it be possible to have double yellow lines along one side to stop
this. Better still, the grass opposite the school, could this not be made into a
small car park, similar to the the school on Silverdale Road, as they now have
a small car park next to the school.

Links to surrounding areas are good. Bus to hospitals — Wansbeck and new
hospital?

Better bus services to Newcastle. More buses. Metro links to Cramlington,
Blyth and Ashington would be brilliant to help the economy and traffic.

We would really like to see a better bus service to Newcastle from our side of
Cramlington (the Bay Horse Road). We have 2 buses and hour whereas the
other side of Cramlington (Southfield Green/Bams Park) have 4 express
buses and 2 stopping buses per hour.

The lack of buses on the Shank house —Eastfield- high Pit Southfield leaves
many elderly marooned.

Conversation Capture -

-

-

The town would benefit from a proper bus station.

The railway station should be better integrated into the town centre and a bus
station created nearby to create a transport interchange.

Car parking is considered fo be a problem, particulary the current 4 hour limit
system. Parking outside Cragside first school was raised as a big issue as it is
very congested.

Town Centre Parking is not suitable for the level of town centre expansion.
Need for proper bus station in the town centre.

Need for relief road to relieve town centre congestion and provide better
eastiwest links.

Improve the road network around the town centre — more roundabouts
needed.

Car parking inadequate in fown cenfre now so cant cope with more
development.

Concern about parking problems at Shanklea School.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Concems about parking problems in Nelson Village.

Need to look at providing dedicated parking for the Post Office parcel office at
Nelson Village.

Support completion of an east-west link road to relieve traffic on Station Road.

Better/more frequent bus services servicing the eastern communities in the
fown, especially when the hospital opens.

Non-planning lssues

School parking in Westloch Road is appalling, needs to be resident only
parking. Speed limit of 20mph on estate before there is an accident. Lines for
filter lane need repainting. Also corner removed so access fo High Pit Road
doesn't result in queuing traffic.

Morthburn School is often a real hazard on the road — parents dropping kids off
on the main road and blocking flow of traffic. Don't always stop at red light.

Apart from the bus stops on Westmorland Way near the library getting into a
dangerous condition, it cannot be used - as the side through which you lock
out for the bus is boarded up so you have to stand outside.

Trains - there needs to be a more substantial services from
Cramlington/Morpeth, this service has been reduced over the years.

More frequent service (rail) to Newcastle.

Conversation Capture -

Restricted hours force parking on nearby residential streets.

Key Development lssues

To be developed To be protected

L]

Increase car parking provision — particularly in
the town centre but also around housing estates
and public facilities. Site for multi-storey car park
serving town centre, with suggestion for former
Library or land north of Station Road as suitable.

Creation of a bus stationfterminus in the town
centra potentially to linked to the train station.

Improvement to the road network (particularly

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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around the town centre) with the provision of
more roundabouts.

« Completion of an east — west link road to relieve
town centre congestion

o |mprovements to fown centre road network
needs to be made as new housing is built and as
more shops and leisure activities are built in the
town centre.

» Better integration of the railway station with the
town centre.

+ New development supporting the provision of
new bus services (routes serving existing
communities is a commercial decision)

RECREATION & COMMUNITY

Planning Issues

+ | applied for an allotment in Jan 2011 when there was approximately 160
people on the list. Three years later | am only 95th on the list. At this rate I'll
be waiting another 5 years before | get onel This is a long time and | feel it
shows a clear need for more allotments in the Cramlington area.

+  More for elderly and young. Bowling alley. Drop in at venue for coffee and
community spint. Créche in shopping centre.

+  Bowling Alley.
+  Cramlington needs an arts centre for performing arts and gallery etc.

+  Encourage use of community centres —upgrade these facilities as in North
Tyneside. Better lighting through parks, especially Alexandra Park. Huddle
places for kids wanting to meet other kids to talk outdoors.

+  Provision for family amenities. Full facilities for young families such as a soft
play créche. Better social service facilities.

+  Consider the over 50's as these are growing in number and use facilities. The
closure of the indoor bowls was a disgrace. List all the amenities for all ages
and see where your gaps are. Those of retirement age don't spend all day
watching TV We like to have places to meet others rather than have to seek
temporary places e.g. knitting groups. Try age concemn achivities.

+ Iffwhen new estate goes up on land north of Station Road; Shanklea School
will not be big enough to take extra pupils.
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Schools are full, no guarantee of getting your child in to the nearest pnmary
school. Children being taught in portacabins.

Mo health facilities in whole of northern Cramlington. Schools may prove an
issue as we have lost some first schools to housing development — especially
as developers promote ‘family housing'.

When thinking of making Cramlington bigger, | think of providing more
amenities that will keep families in Cramlington instead of travelling to outside
areas to use their facilities.

There are virtually NO amenities outside of the town centre.

Conversation Capture -

It was suggested that Cramlington would benefit from a bowling alley.
Need moare allotments, waiting list is too long.
Mare bowling greens as facility on Concordia is to close.

Increased housing development would put strain on school system. High
school especially would be strained.

Non-planning lssues

Big changes apparently planned for Concordia — but maybe at expense of
bowlers (pensioners) and other facilities. It is going ‘'up market’ with facilities
such as a Spa etc. and ten-pin bowling, which exclude many through cost and
choice.

The Leisure Centre is well used by retired people to meet and do exercises as
indoor bowlers. A way of keeping fit (10 pin bowling is social not exercise). 10
pin bowling is used out of working hours. Aged people do pay council tax and
income tax and should be considered as ‘coming into the picture’. Many will
spend half of the year T.V. viewing from a chair at home — ready for the car
homel!

Make more activities available at Concordia and other venues.

To be developed To be protected

s Greater provision of facilities for elderly groups and
families — better provision of child care facilities

e More facilities for younger groups — further provision of
planned amenities in parks and better lighting

e Further provision of town centre leisure uses including a
bowling alley

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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e Increase allotment provision to address shortage in
supply

e Need for cultural facilities - centre for performing arts
and gallery

o Health facilities in Morth of Cramlington

¢ Increase school provision as new housing is developed.
Development of housing Morth of Station Road could put
particular strain on existing

« MNew amenities outside of the town centre.

HOUSING

Planning lssues

-

Affordable starter homes.

Having moved from the vastly overcrowded south of England, not for us to
build on all the green spaces! When we build to ensure infrastructure is in
place to deal with it, including water, transport, sewage, power, schools,
shops and housing at affordable rates.

Make it policy for up to only two storey housing on housing estates. New
housing estates to cut down on number of dwellings In a street to stop
cramping people too close to neighbours.

Mo tiny grass areas — difficult to maintain, no garage blocks or subways which
both attract anti-social behaviour and are intimidating at night. Ageing
population — lack of suitable housing. Cannot believe residents have had to
fight (possibly losing) to keep land north of Station Road when such a large
housing area is available south west of Cramlington. We do not want to be
totally built up. There is lots of wildlife in this area and the community use it.

Link the areas of housing with footpaths and around the town centre
(especially moving around on foot). | walk around Cramlington and you can
see where people have made their own paths on soil. Look outside to Co-op
Funeral where the edge of the road has been worn away and areas from one
area to ancther are not always safe. When building new houses — consider
parking bays rather than grass verges.

Cramlington needs more affordable housing, flats, terraces, bungalows to
enable young people to get on the housing ladder, to enable those living in
flats to move to something slightly larger and to enable parents whose
children have left home to be able to downsize. At present there is very little if
anything available.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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-

In my opinion the town is big enough! Where would these houses be built? It
would also affect the rest of the points listed. Increasing the population will
lead to an increase in social problems!

Conversation Capture -

-

Need more housing for younger people that they can afford (starter homes).
Also housing that is cheaper to run.

More bungalows needed. Disappointment that Parkside School housing
scheme does not include such housing given how close it is to the fown.

Split views as to whether housing should be built at SWS. Many wanted it
protected but other felt that it was the logical place to build houses.

Support affordable housing, especially smaller starter homes.
Open space in housing schemes should reflect character of the wider fown

Mixed opinions regarding the Centre Point site, some consider it should have
vilage green status, others think that more housing is a prionty as it is
currently only used as a dog’s toilet!

Split view on whether Cenfre Foint site should be developed for housing.
Some felt it provided an important open area for the town, others felt it was
good to have housing near the town centre

Non-planning lssues

| have been in employment for the last seven years and | have saved up
approximately £3500 for a deposit on a house. In December 2012 | was made
redundant through no fault of my own. | claim Housing Benefits and it is
assumed | eamn £14 piw interest on my savings which is not true. | do eam
some interest but not this much and my claim is less because of my savings
which makes living hard. | feel penalised because | have been in employment
and been responsible with my money. This seems unfair.

To be developed

To be protected

¢ Improvements in infrastructure need
to be made to reflect the levels of
new housing to be built.

« Density and scale (i.e. number of
storeys) of new house developments

» More affordable housing —
particularly starter homes for
yOUnger groups.

Do not want new housing
developments to be too dense and
large in scale

Do not want to lose large amounts of
green spaces to housing to ensure
the area is not entirely built up

Protect open space and habitat on
land north of Station Road

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Provision of suitable housing for
elderly groups (bungalows, sheltered
accommeodation) and the need for
this housing to be affordable.

Layout and design of footpaths in
new developments (no use of under
passes)

Housing/development design -
Provide parking spaces in housing
developments, no separate garage
blocks etc

Scale/design of green spaces in new
developments — Dividing views as to
whether incidental areasfverges are
beneficial.

Plan needed for land north of Station
Road — big mix of opinions how the
area should be developed/protectad
(e.g. mix of housing, town centre and
habitat)

OTHER ISSUES

Planning Issues

-

Con

-

Underpasses —dull, dark, prone to graffiti and flooding. Pedestrians then use

roads to cross — not a safe option.

Concern near where | live for drainage project near Mirlaw Road.

The mound of earthigrassland outside Helen McCardle Care Home is an

eyesore.

versation Capture -.

Some concern from residents of nearby homes that if housing s built on
Centre Point that the styth gas balance would be disturbed.

Better it and connected cycle roufes.

Disagree with the application to designate village green.

Lack of investment by Flaces for People in property and environment in and

around Beaconhill Estafe.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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-

MNon

Corn

-

Support for the process of imvolving the community in plan making and
surprise that people given chance fo influence what goes into the plan.

-planning lssues
School initiative — litter picking, respect for residents.

Motorcyclists (youths, untaxed, uninsured, no helmets) passing through
Westwood Grange to Nelson Park. Somebody is going to get hurt.

Why do we have to listen to the high school announcements in our living room
every moming and music blaring out four to five times a day? Why can't they
have an intemal address system like all other schools? We have complained
many times, they turn it down for a few days then it goes up again.

Paolice station closed — why? This town is growing bigger and knowing there
was a police station present and available to contact face to face made people
feel safer and could sesk information first hand rather than rely on telephones
or people not familiar with Cramlington.

The state of the road from Shankhouse to Annitsford is deplorable and the
constant work of utility companies has left the road surface especially at High
Pit resembling something from a 3rd. world country.

versation Capfure —

FProblems with vandalism and gangs of kids congregating at Parkside School.

To be developed To be protected

e Potential contamination of proposed
development sites which may be a
risk to health.

e Use of underpasses and poorly lit
pedestrian routes creates feeling of
being unsafe.

3

Issues Mapping

Members of the public were encouraged to place stickers on a map of Cramlington in
relation to specific locations of the issues they felt were important to either change or
protect. People were provided with red and green stickers, with red relating to issues
they wanted to change and green those they wanted to protect. The responses
provided for this exercise are provided in the tables below, along with two maps
(Figures 1 and 2) that demonstrate the locations to which they relate.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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TO BE DEVELOPED

Number | Location Comment
1 Leamning Village Meed more parking
2 Parkside area (Centre Build on it, don't protect as a village green
point)
3 Alexander Park Litter issues, especially after weekend football
matches.
4 Town Centre Indoor bowling is being removed, new facilities
would be nice.
5 South West Sector Mew health centre should be provided as part of
new development
6 Area adjacent to care Grass neads cutting, tipping and dog fouling
home on Northumbrian | need cleaning up regularly
Road
7 Coner of Brownrigg Parked cars block visibility and footpaths
Drive and Clifton Road
8 Town Centre / Station Time limit on town centre parking forces cars,
Road especially those of staff, to park on Station
Road, causing an obstruction and forcing
residents to have to pay for a parking permit.
9 Land north of Station Relief road to relieve congestion around the
Road and land comdor | Town Centre.
to the east to the A189.
10 Entrance to Whitelea Roundabout or traffic lights needed to access
Dale from housing estate.
Westmoreland Way
11 Beaconhill Estate Litter issues and abandoned shopping trolleys
12 East side of Bad public transport - too few buses and bad
Cramlington (Front time tables. Routes to Newcastle poor and
Street / High Pit Road) | complaints are unacknowledged.
13 Junction of A19/ Road markings for merging road are unclear.
Dudley Lane
14 Land nerth of Station Water runs off the field and floods across Nelson
Road Park. At worst times it breaches the ditch and
floods forward of Yarmouth and York. [fWhen
field is developed concemn that the drainage
could either get worse or improve.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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15 Melson Village Parking next to post office sorting building is a
danger to pedestrians and car users.

16 Mo comment provided

17 Morthumbrian Road Plant flowers and maintain grass better on road
to Eastfield Chase.

18 Seven Oaks Clean up dog mess

19 Westmoreland Road Relocate train station to Westmoreland road with
approximate bridge.

20 Moor Farm roundabout | Road markings too faint - prionty in left hand

junction lane heading south onto bottom roundabout
often not acknowledged by traffic heading east
along Moor Farm Road.

21 Town Centre On weekends traffic is a nightmare. Traffic
congestion needs to be managed better or more
parking available - two storey car park perhaps.

22 Town Centre The area occupied by the old library building
needs careful consideration. There will always
be demand for extra parking, so perhaps this
once could be used to extend community leisure
facilities to complement Concordia which is
under tremendous pressure.

23 Old fire station, South The old fire station - are there any plans for use?

East of Shankhouse Derelict buildings quickly become eyesores.
Education/youth facility?

24 Town Centre Increased traffic in these areas on evenings and
weekends is causing issues. Are there any plans

25 Town Centre for better traffic management measures?

26 Town Centre

TO BE PROTECTED

Number | Location Comment
1 Bassington Industnal Protect wildlife habitat and recreation space
Estate from further development. Do not build any
more housing on industrial land.
2 South West Sector Protect wildlife on the site.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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3 South West Sector Protect wildlife and recreation routes on site
when developed

4 South West Sector Protect wildlife and open space.

5 Land north of Station Protect open space and wildlife. There is

Road encugh houses in Cramlington.
T Land north of Station These fields should be protected. There is an
Road abundance of wildlife and many local people
use this land. No mere houses are needed.

] No comment provided

9 No comment provided

10 Land north of Station | have recently moved to Cramlington and |

Road love the open space. | think this area should be
preserved for leisure.

1 Smithy Square The village is the heart of Cramlington - it
should be conserved, protected and respected.
| believe itis in danger of becoming squeezed
and over commercialised/populated. Is there a
group that works to conserve and develop the
history and hentage of Cramlington? The area
out with the churchyard, at the back on
Pancucci's is disgraceful - litter etc. The issue
of parking in Smithy Square should be re-
examined because there is a time limit on
supermarket parking, and staff take up the
spaces in the square and the roads around the
village. Better signage needed to direct car
parking to free car cark behind the Plough.

12 Comments do not relate | For Cramlington to have a two storey for new

to map build housing on estates. For developers to put
more money into creating environmental
facilities such as children’s play grounds; park
like atmospheres in new build estates.

13 Comments do not relate | More faciliies for older generation - activities,

to map and community public fransport as some live a
long walking distance from regular bus stops.

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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14 Comments do not relate | People to look after their own estate and a
to map drop-in shop to relate to; for people willing to
volunteer on an ad hoc basis - such as litter
picking and reporting abusers.

Figure 1: Location of Identified Issues (1)
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¢ Need for additional town centre parking and a relief road to ease town centre
congestion.

« Expansion of the leisure offer in the town centre

Figure 3 below shows the location of respondents based on the postcodes that were
provided on feedback forms and emails. The map shows that people who provided
feedback during the initial consultation live within the town, and are distributed
across the three existing residential sectors. Analysis has shown that a high number
of those that provided feedback live in Beaconhill and Whitelea; two areas that are
within close proximity to the town centre and South West Sector.

Figure 3: Location of Respondents
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4 South West Sector

Written Comments from Feedback Form. Email and Conversation Capture

4.1 Members of the public were asked how they think the South West Sector
housing site should be developed. The responses are as follows:

= Developers to pay for a new road along Lancastnan Road to prevent traffic
access onto Langdale Drive. Facilities are across the main rail line and people
will not be happy to travel the distance if access is onto Fisher Lane alone.

= My wife and | would like to register our serious concerns over the proposal to
adapt a current farm lane (Beacon Lane) which only provides a little amount of
daytime access fraffic to a care-home, into @ main access road fto
accommeodate public transportation and vehicle access to a development of
several hundred and ultimately well over one thousand new homes.

The current lane runs immediately alongside the fence line of several
properties in Kielder Avenue and if, as we understand, is merely to be widened
to accommeodate a tremendous increase in vehicular fraffic including bus route
and initially site development traffic, then the impact on many residents,
ourselves included, will constitute major disruption to life style including loss of
privacy, noise pollution, air pollution and disruption to lives of long term
residents due to volume of traffic at all times of day and night.

Many of our concerns could be reduced by moving the road further from the
house boundaries to allow for noise and pollution reduction mounds with tree
and shrub planting. As there is an adequate space between Kielder Avenue
and Beaconhill estate to allow for a relocation of the access road to a more
central position, and this would allow for the provision of natural screening in
the form of hedging to show consideration to current residents on both sides of
the divide.

Conversation Capture

= Many concemed about the impact of housing development of this scale on the
surrounding road network, and that it will need good links with the town centre
and other neighbourhoods.

= South west sector needs bus route rumning through the site across railway.

= Needs to be a road bridge over the railway to link the development to school
and the south of Gramlington. Would make it quicker for cars to get onto the
AT9.

= No need for bus service to run through the existing Beaconhill estate.

= Roundabout on Fisher Lane would not be enough for SWS, needs sliproad
and the route dualled.
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= Divided opinion whether affordable housing should be pepper potted or
concentrated in certain parts of a development.

= Site should be built so0 the houses are not on top of each other, needs fo be

open hike the rest of Cramiington.

= Concemns about bus links through to Langdale Drive from south west sector

site — do not want this.

= Need for bus route through south west sector including link over raifway.

= The south west sector scheme should include moving Beacon Lane further
east so that there is greater separation from existing houses at Kielder Avenue
- resident says this is what developers promised to do onginally.

To be developed

To be protected

L ]

Good links from the development to
the town centre and existing
neighbourhoods.

Mew road link over railway to
Lancastrian Road to give better
access to town facilities and the A13

Slip-road onto Fisher Lane and route
dualled.

Mowve Beacon Lane further east to
allow separation from existing
housing and provision of natural
screening.

Bus route through the development
and across the railway.

Opposition fo bus links through
Beaconhill and Langdale Drive.

Protection for existing wildlife habitat
and tree lined routes.

Feedback from Workshop at Beaconhill Community Centre — 15™ April 2014

SWOT ANALYSIS

42 Attendees were asked to provide feedback on Cramlington and the South West

Sector in the form of a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities

and Threats). The responses are as follows:

Cramlington

Strengths

*  Proximity to airport
= HRoad links

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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East Coast Mainline

Good schools

Improving leisure facilities, e.g. Odeon Cinema

Good green spaces (but need improvements)

Cycle tracks and network

Low crime

MNorthumberlandia

Good housing mix

Mew hospital/A&E

Good number of businesses — including local businesses and employees
Modern stock of housing

Bus services to Newcastle — but only in certain areas
Good vehicular routes for cars

Weaknesses

MNeeds better frain service

Lack of town identity

Lack of new housing

Parking provision in the town centre

Lacks community spirit

Outdated appearance — looks1960/70s

Underpasses — people feel uncomfortable walking through them at night
Commuter settlement

Lack of graduate jobs

Mo bus station in the town

Physical appearance of the industrial estate

Lack of housing for older people

Mot the night type of housing

Communities of Cramlington are separate neighbourhoods
Cycle routes

Congestion in the town centre

Opportunities

L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] LI ) L]

Improve the train station

Metro extension

Develop greater sense of community
Mew hospital development

Close to Tyneside

Prowvision of graduate jobs

Adtract new businesses

Improve green spaces and landscaping
Provide a good hotel

Create a new bus station

Mew planning consents to improve area
Retirement Village (potential option)
Cycle routes — but need to be connected together to connect settlement with
employment and town centre
Industrial/employment base

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Threats

Continued house building — may cause the town to grow too big
Lack of parking — hinders retail

Traffic congestion from development

Loss of identity from overpopulation

Ageing population

Proximity to North Tyneside and its development

Shortage of housing land to enable infrastructure to improve/remain

South West Sector

Strengths

Greater revenue for the Town Council

Mew access can act as a traffic calming measure
Matural defensible boundary

Watercourse

Green corndorsiwildlife cormidor

Weaknesses

Proximity to 555I

Lack of road access to the east of the railway line — creates a barrier
Pylons

MNeed to create new access

Congestion on Fisher Lane

Distance to existing shops and amenities

Opportunities

L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L] L]

L] L] L] L] L] L] L]

Mew bus routes

Mew local centre — can include local/convenience store and community centre
Develop a village green

Develop housing with a modem design — although a mix is neaded

Increased employment opportunities — particularly for local people and
businesses

Housing suitable for downsizing — would enable people to remain in the town
Creates extra awareness of 3551

Potential for extra parking provision

Wildlife corndors

Mew outdoor leisure facilites such as pedestrian walkways, planting,
landscaping and seating

Allotments

Council to be strict on developers

To provide for enough parking through new development

Improvements to the Seaton Burn junctions

Other accesses to the site

Mew local services and infrastructure, e.g. school, shops, GP surgery

Shuttle buses

www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Threats

Additional pressure/congestion on road network and parking

Additional pressure on the leaming village

Adverse impact on the 555

Adverse impact on existing wildlife and habitats — will need to be protected
Plans not fully built out — junctions not built to oniginal specification
Relationship with Arriva (bus company)

L] L] L] L] L] L]

MASTER PLANNING/MAPPING EXERCISE

4.3 Aftendees were asked to provide suggestions on how the South West Sector
development could be designed. Feedback was given on how design
considerations related to housing, transport and local senvices could be best
incorporated into the development.

Housing

44 Attendees were not cartain on what the specific design of housing in the South
West Sector should be at this stage. However, three common themes
regarding housing development were idenfified during the master planning
exercise.

1. There should be a mixture of housing types — this was considered to be
important to ensure housing provision for different types of housshold.

2. There should be a mixture of design and size of houses — attendees did not
want all houses in the South West Sector to be of the same design and
believed that a number of different housing designs would make the area
more attractive.

3. There should be a proportion of housing suitable for first-time buyers — this
was seen as important in order to keep and attract younger people and
families in Cramlington.

4. There is a need for bungalows to allow for people wanting to downsize
elsewhere in Cramlignton to move to the South West Sector development

Local Services

45 Feedback from the exercise suggested that a new community ‘hub’ would be
essential within the South West Sector development. It was believed that this
‘hub’ should be in a central location of the development and should include
faciliies such as a school, pub, shop, hot food takeaway and community
centre. Facilities for children, such as outdoor playgrounds, were also favoured
by attendees.

Transport

46 Different suggestions were made regarding the provision of appropniate

4| Page
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transport into and within the development, relating to the highway network, bus
services and cycle paths.

4.7 A new road bridge over the railway line to Lancastrian Road to the east of the
development was suggested to ensure quick and easy access to the A1171
and the A19, the town centre, and the High School. A new cycle path travelling
over this road bridge and connecting to the existing cycle route was also
suggested.

4.8 New bus services travelling to the town centre and Newcastle was included in
the feedback. A potential new bus service travelling from Northumberlandia to
the development and continuing to the town centre through Beaconhill was also
suggested.

Mapping

4.9 Attendees were also provided a map of the South West Sector on which they
were asked to draw their suggestions of where different types of development
should go. These are shown in Figure 4 below.

Figure 4: South West Sector Design Suggestions
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