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1. Introduction  
 

1.1 This consultation statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations set out in the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.   Section 15(2) of the regulations, define 
what a consultation statement must contain:   

¶ Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan;  

¶ An explanation of how the persons and bodies were consulted;  

¶ A summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and  

¶ A description of how those issues and concerns have been considered and where relevant, 
addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.  

 
1.2 In order to meet the requirements of the Regulations, this consultation statement sets out:  

¶ The background to the preparation of the Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan όΨǘƘŜ CbtΩύ; 

¶ A summary of the publicity, engagement and consultation that has helped to shape and 
inform preparation of the CNP;  

¶ Details of those consulted about the CNP at the various stages of plan preparation and 
the extent to which efforts were made to ensure the CNP was prepared with support and 
input from the local community; and  

¶ A description of the changes made to the CNP in response to consultation and 
engagement.  

 
1.3 Cramlington Town Council (CTC) consider that the extent of engagement meets the obligations 

set out in the regulations. 
 
1.4 The consultation statement is intended to help the independent examiner review the process 

of the preparation of the CNP and make any appropriate recommendations in relation to the 
CNP, having regard to the extensive and iterative processes employed in preparing the 
Submission Draft CNP. 
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2. Background to the Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan 
 

2.1 On 4 February 2014, the civil parish of Cramlington was designated as a neighbourhood area for 
the purposes of neighbourhood planning.   CTC established a steering group to lead the plan 
preparation process.  The first meeting of the steering group was in February 2014.  The process 
of preparing the plan began formally during March and April 2014 with a number of community 
launch events.   

 

2.2 The Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group comprised: local councillors, 
representatives from community and business groups and developers.  The steering group 
worked on behalf of CTC to develop the draft plan.  During the preparation of the plan, the 
steering group has been guided by Northumberland County Council (NCC), the local planning 
authority, as well as an independent planning consultant.  This support has sought to ensure 
that the CNP reflects both the wishes of the local community but that it will also meet the 
ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ΨōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ  Regular feedback on progress with the preparation of the plan has 
been provided to CTC at its meetings.   

 

2.3 The preparation of the CNP has involved comprehensive and inclusive engagement, all of which 
will be discussed further in this document.  In summary, three rounds of early engagement 
sought to obtain the views of the local community and stakeholders about the scope of the Plan: 

¶ March and April 2014 ς three drop-in events, to provide the local community with the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the main issues for the plan; 

¶ April and June 2014 ς workshops on the South West Sector, attended by representatives 
from the development trust, local businesses, Cramlington Learning Village as well as 
resident and community groups; and 

¶ September 2014 ς vision and objectives workshop, attended by representatives from the 
development trust, local businesses, Cramlington Learning Village, as well as resident and 
community groups. 
 

2.4 This early engagement informed the preparation of the Cramlington Pre-Submission Draft Plan 
which was subject to consultation during September and October 2018.  The draft plan 
identified: 

¶ The context in which the Plan had been prepared ς an overview of Cramlington, the 
opportunities, challenges and issues for the plan to address; 

¶ A positive vision and objectives for the future of the neighbourhood plan area;  

¶ How the vision and objectives of the plan will be delivered through planning policies i.e. 
the policies that will be used to determine planning applications within the plan area - 
providing a framework for sustainable development; and 

¶ How the vision and objectives of the plan will be delivered through community actions i.e. 
measures which are identified to encourage action and influence decisions taken by 
relevant bodies. 

 
2.5 The Submission Draft Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan is a revised version of the Pre-

Submission Draft Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan (September 2018).  It is supported by an 
updated evidence base and has been modified to take into account of representations received. 

 

2.6 The key stages in the preparation of the Plan can be summarised as: 
 

4 February 2014 Designation of the Cramlington Neighbourhood Area 

March ς April 2014 Community launch events and identification of key issues 

April ς September 2014 Stakeholder workshops 
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September ς October 
2018 

Pre-Submission Draft Plan engagement, including a drop-in event 

April 2019 Submission 
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3. Early Engagement and awareness raising   
 

3.1 In order to inform the preparation of the draft CNP there were three periods of early 
engagement: 

¶ March and April 2014 ς awareness raising/ drop in events; 

¶ April and June 2014 ς South West Sector workshops; and 

¶ September 2014 ς vision and objectives workshop.  
 

3.2 The early engagement and awareness raising activities are described below. 
 

Awareness raising/ drop-in events 
 

3.3 Awareness raising and engagement on the proposed CNP began with informal public awareness 
raising/ drop-in events: 

¶ Saturday, 15 March 2014, 10am to 4pm at Manor Walks Shopping Centre; 

¶ Monday, 7 April 2014, 3pm to 7pm at Mayfield Community Centre; and 

¶ Tuesday, 22 April 2014, 3pm to 7pm at Beaconhill Community Centre. 
 

3.4 The first event, which took place in Manor Walks, was intended to raise awareness of the 
emerging plan and the subsequent drop-in events which were to take place the following 
month.  It was considered that the high footfall at Manor Walks provided an ideal opportunity 
to maximise awareness of the plan.  The event included display boards (appendix 1) which 
explained the role of neighbourhood plans and the issues for the Cramlington plan.  NCC officers 
were available to discuss and record issues identified.  People were encouraged to record their 
comments on feedback forms and identify on a map of the area where they thought changes 
were needed and where things should be protected.  Information packs (appendix 2) and 
feedback forms (appendix 3) were also available for completion later and return to CTC, with a 
deadline on 26 April 2014. 
 

3.5 In addition to the awareness raising drop in event, the events on the 7 and 22 of April were 
advertised.  A leaflet (appendix 4) was sent to every business and residential address in the 
parish, articles were included in the local press (appendix 5), posters (appendix 6) distributed 
across the plan area and information was included on the CTC website.   The events took the 
same format as the first event, with display materials and the opportunity to provide comments.  
The event at Mayfield Community Centre was attended by 37 people and 41 attended the event 
at Beacon Hill Community Centre. 
 

3.6 A total of 28 comments forms and emails were received, and 40 comments were received as 
part of the mapping exercise.  A feedback summary report was prepared by NCC and is included 
at appendix 7, in summary this highlighted the following potential policy issues for the CNP to 
address:  

¶ Protection of green spaces and the environment; 

¶ Need to retain but improve employment areas; 

¶ Importance of cycle routes; 

¶ Need to expand the town centre and protect existing retail and restaurants; 

¶ Parking concerns in the town centre and housing areas; 

¶ Level of traffic; 

¶ Public transport connectivity; 

¶ Need for facilities for older and younger people; 

¶ Infrastructure concerns; 
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¶ Need for affordable housing; 

¶ Design of new housing development; 

¶ Level of new housing development 
 
South west sector workshops 

 
3.7 Given the importance of the south west sector housing site to the future growth of Cramlington, 

two workshops were held to look to build a community view on the redevelopment of the site.  
The following stakeholders were invited to attend: all steering group members; a representative 
from each community association in the plan area and 20 members of the ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ tŀƴŜƭΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
all wards were invited to participate; 14 people ultimately attended. The workshop consisted of 
a SWOT analysis of Cramlington and specifically for the South West Sector site, and a 
masterplanning exercise where participants were asked to discuss good and bad examples of 
different aspects of a development and illustrate this on a map of the site.  The outcomes and 
feedback from the workshops are set out within appendix 8. 

 
Vision and objectives workshop 
 
3.8 A summary of the outcomes of the vision and objectives workshop is set out in appendix 9.  Key 

issues were: the need for a clear relationship with CTCs landscape strategy vision; importance 
of the built and natural environment; and reference to education. 
 

3.9 The feedback received from the early engagement was used as the basis for the preparation of 
the Pre-Submission draft CNP.  



Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan:  Consultation Statement (March 2019) 
 

 

8 | P a g e 
www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

4. Pre-Submission Engagement  
 

4.1 Consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft CNP took place between 13 September 2018 and 25 
October 2018.  In advance of the commencement of the consultation NCC provided advice to 
ensure it was in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012. 
 

4.2 The local community, consultation bodies and other interested parties (appendix 10) were 
informed of the consultation on the Pre-Submission Draft CNP and the opportunity to comment 
on the plan in the following ways: 

¶ A public notice was posted online in the Journal on 14 September 2018 date (appendix 
11); 

¶ An article was published in the News Post Leader.  This paper is distributed to all 
households in the plan area (appendix 12) 

¶ A letter was set to the consultation bodies (appendix 13); 

¶ Copies of the draft plan were available in: Cramlington Town Council Offices and 
Concordia Leisure Centre;  

¶ The draft plan and supporting documents was available online 
www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk/about-us/neighbourhood-planning/;  

¶ Awareness of the consultation was raised using CTCs Facebook page (appendix 14); and 

¶ A drop-in event was held on Saturday 15 September 2018 at Concordia Leisure Centre, 
between 10am and 12pm where copies of the plan were available to view. 

 
4.3 Responses were received from: 

¶ Northumberland County Council; 

¶ Advance Northumberland (formerly Arch); 

¶ Environment Agency;  

¶ National Grid; 

¶ Coal Authority; 

¶ Historic England; 

¶ Dysart Develoments; 

¶ Natural England; and 

¶ 12 local residents. 
 

4.4 The responses and details of how they have been taken account of in the Submission Draft CNP 
is included in appendix 15.   Following engagement on the Pre-Submission Plan, the plan was 
amended where necessary. 

  

http://www.cramlingtontowncouncil.gov.uk/about-us/neighbourhood-planning/
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5. Conclusions 
 

5.1 The submission version of the CNP is the outcome of extensive engagement in various forms 
since 2014.  Throughout that time, guidance, input and support has been obtained from various 
sources, all of which has been afforded due consideration in the preparation of the plan.  
 

5.2 This has resulted in a submission Cbt ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 
the advice of stakeholders, whilst being in general conformity with local and national planning 
policy and that meets the basic conditions.  

 
5.3 This consultation statement demonstrates that the publicity, consultation and engagement on 

the Plan has been meaningful, effective, proportionate and valuable in shaping the plan, which 
will benefit current and future communities in Cramlington by promoting sustainable 
development. 
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Appendix 1:   Display boards used at drop-in events 
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Appendix 2:   Information packs available at drop in events  
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Appendix 3:   Feedback form 
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Appendix 4:   Leaflet publicising drop in events 
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Appendix 5:   Press article regarding drop in events 
 
Cramlington Town Council is starting work on a Neighbourhood Plan for the town and is 
inviting the local community and businesses to become involved. The Town Council is 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ΨCǊƻƴǘ wǳƴƴŜǊǎΩ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝǎǘŀōƭish 
the best ways to produce this new form of development plan introduced by the Localism Act 
in 2011.    
 
Neighbourhood Planning is a new way of allowing communities to work together to plan for 
new development needed in their area. Local people are now able to create a planning 
document that will guide and shape development in their neighbourhood. In turn, this will 
influence what facilities are provided in the area, and where and how development 
happens.  
 
A steering group, made up of local councillors, residents, community groups and business 
representatives, has been established for the Town Council led project. It is also being 
supported by the County Council who is providing technical and project management 
support. The group is chaired by town councillor Trevor Ambrose.   
 
The Neighbourhood Plan team are launching their first stage of community consultation this 
week. Residents and local businesses are being encouraged to get involved with producing 
the Plan which will have a big influence on future development in Cramlington. Three drop-
in events are being held in March and April where members of the Neighbourhood Plan 
team will be available to talk to and gather comments on the key issues the local community 
want the plan to cover.  
 
Drop-in events will be held on Saturday 15 March 2014 between 10am and 4pm at Manor 
Walks Shopping Centre, Monday 7 April 2014 between 3pm and 7pm at Mayfield Glade 
Community Centre, and Tuesday 22 April 2014 between 3pm and 7pm at Beaconhill Centre.  

 
If you want any further information about the Cramlington Neighbourhood Plan, please 
do not hesitate to contact the Town Council on 01670 707831 / cramlingtontc@gmail.com 
or the County Council support officer 01670 623625 / 
james.cowen@northumberland.gov.uk or drop in to one of the scheduled events for an 
informal chat.  
 
More general information about Neighbourhood Planning can be found on the County 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦƴƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ  
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Appendix 6:   Posters advertising drop in events 
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Appendix 7:   Feedback summary report 
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